
   

 

 
 
Cotton Tails Day Nursery and Link 
Club   
Cotton Tails Nursery, Mercer Street, Burtonwood, WARRINGTON, WA5 4JJ   

 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

08/01/2013  
Not Applicable 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: 2   

Previous inspection: Not Applicable  

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children who 
attend 

2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 2 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years provision 2 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

 

This provision is good 

  
 Every staff member has high expectations for children. They provide interesting and 

challenging experiences that meet the needs of all children. 
  

 The nursery provides a vibrant and stimulating environment and the staff offer an 
extremely inclusive and welcoming service for all children and their families. 

  

 Children form strong bonds and emotional attachments with their key persons, which 
helps them gain a positive sense of well-being and belonging. 

  

 Parents are engaged well and the effective bonds children have created with staff 
ensures that children's unique needs are known and attentive care is provided. 

  

 The owners, manager and staff team work well together. Each staff member has 
regular performance management meetings and a clear training plan is in place. This 
inspires them to improve their knowledge, understanding and practice. 

  

   

It is not yet outstanding because 

 
 There are some periods of the day where children are not given sufficient opportunities 

or time to become deeply involved in activities. 
  

 Hygiene practices are not always effectively carried out to promote children's good 
health in relation to the changing mats. 
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Information about this inspection 

Inspections of registered early years provision are scheduled: 

 at least once in every inspection cycle. The current cycle ends on 31 July 2016 

 more frequently where Ofsted identifies a need to do so, for example where provision 
was previously judged as inadequate 

 brought forward in the inspection cycle where Ofsted has received information that 
suggests the provision may not be meeting the legal requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage; or where assessment of the provision identifies a need for early 
inspection 

 prioritised for inspection where we have received information that the provision is not 
meeting the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and which suggests 
children may not be safe 

 at the completion of an investigation into failure to comply with the requirements of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 
 
 
  
Inspection activities 

 
The inspector observed activities in the indoor and outside learning environments; 
this included joint observations with the Early Years Professional.  

  

 

The inspector looked at a selection of children's assessment records and planning, 
evidence of suitability of staff working within the setting, the provider's self-
evaluation and a range of other documentation.  

  

 The inspector held a meeting with the manager and owner of the nursery.  
  

 The inspector spoke to parents.  
  

  

Inspector  

Andrea McGanity 
 

Full Report 

Information about the setting 

Cotton Tails Day Nursery and Link Club was registered in 2012 on the Early Years 
Register. It is situated in purpose built premises in the Burtonwood area of Warrington, 
and is privately owned and managed by a private company, Kids on Top Ltd. The nursery 
serves the local area and is accessible to all children. It operates from a converted school 
building and there is a fully enclosed area available for outside play, including an outdoor 
classroom. 
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The nursery employs 23 members of childcare staff. Of these, one member of staff holds 
Early Years Professional Status and two members of staff hold Qualified Teacher Status 
and 19 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and 2. A qualified chef is also 
employed to prepare fresh meals daily. 
 
The nursery opens Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 7.30am 
until 6pm. Children attend for a variety of sessions. There are currently 116 children 
attending, who are within this age group. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. It supports a number of children who speak 
English as an additional language and those with special needs and/or disabilities. 

 

   

What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 
  
 provide more opportunities for children to have time and freedom to become more 

deeply involved in activities 
  

  

 improve hygiene procedures to prevent the spread of infection, with particular 
regard to the changing mats. 
  

  

 Inspection judgements 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend 

 
The staff are knowledgeable about the requirements of the revised Early Years Foundation 
Stage and the characteristics of effective learning. They have high expectations for all 
children and make good use of educational programmes, which provide varied 
opportunities that successfully extend children's learning and development. Clear 
assessment of children's prior skills and starting points on entry to the nursery, enables 
practitioners to build a firm picture of children's progress. Parents are effectively involved 
in their children's development and are encouraged to help to identify children's next steps 
in learning. Key persons work closely with parents to involve them in this process, for 
example, through regular meetings and verbal discussions at the beginning and end of 
each session. They are also collating the necessary information from children's 
observations to complete the two-year-old progress check. Consequently, parents are 
involved in their children's learning and development. Practice across all practitioners is 
consistent, as the manager effectively monitors and evaluates the children's learning 
journeys. She provides feedback to individual practitioners where required. 
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The learning environment is bright, welcoming and attractively decorated. Large sections 
of wall space are used to display examples of children's creative work. This helps to 
promote children's sense of belonging and strengthens their self-esteem. There is an 
extensive range of play equipment available to children, which provides learning 
opportunities across a wide range of subjects. The resources are effectively presented and 
children have opportunities to make choices over their play and learning as they freely 
access equipment from low-level storage units. A fully enclosed outdoor area enables 
children to enjoy fresh air and exercise. 
 
Children concentrate well and are happily engaged for most of the time. However, the 
daily routine is allowed to overtake the needs of the children, when they are brought 
together for circle time, disrupting their free play. Staff find it difficult to engage all 
children equally and some of them become unsettled as the sessions last slightly too long. 
Despite this, children are confident to explore their environment and are developing good 
levels of independence in their learning. 
 
The environment is rich in discussion and children use descriptive language well, 
supported by staff, who help them to develop their language through the skilled use of 
questioning. The 'Every Child A Talker' programme is used well to support children's 
communication skills. A range of books are easily accessible and children enjoy sharing 
and joining in with favourite stories. The written word is displayed prominently and there 
are many opportunities for children to recognise familiar words. Children practise their 
pre-writing skills using a range of resources, such as, making marks in sand or using 
crayons, pencils and felt tips. Children develop their mathematical skills through play, such 
as, singing number songs using props and comparing and contrasting shape and size. 
Staff are quick to notice when children are showing an interest in numbers and build on 
this. 
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 

 
Babies and children are very happy and confident learners. They have a secure sense of 
belonging, which enables them to enjoy their time and make very good progress. Effective 
settling-in procedures are in place to meet the individual needs of children, alongside a 
very successful key person system. There is always someone in the setting, who is very 
familiar to the children, even at the start and end of each day. Information is gathered 
from parents right from the start to ensure that the key persons are fully aware of 
individual routines, interests and capabilities. Staff are very aware that changes of staff or 
moving to another room may temporarily affect confidence. Therefore, good attention has 
been given to the transition process as children move up into the next room and they are 
given many opportunities to get to know their new play environment and carers. Links 
with nearby schools are also well established and staff manage the transition to school 
effectively to support children at this crucial time. 
 
Children's behaviour is very good. Staff are skilled at using distraction techniques if 
children are starting to display unwanted behaviour and the possible consequences of 
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their actions are clearly explained to them. This helps the children to manage their 
feelings and feel secure in their play. The staff use everyday opportunities, which are 
developmentally appropriate to teach children how to keep themselves safe. For example, 
when moving from one room to the other, children are reminded about not running 
between the rooms, in case they fall, which reinforces children's developing understanding 
of safety issues. 
 
Children benefit from fresh air each day and take part in physical activity outdoors. They 
enjoy whizzing around the hard surface on sit and ride toys and show good control over 
their bodies as they stop, start and change direction. They collaborate with each other and 
set up the guttering to pour water down. Staff then skilfully extend the activity further by 
providing fruit to roll down and estimate, which will roll or not. Children learn that exercise 
is fun, which promotes a good attitude to developing healthy lifestyles. They are well 
nourished because they are provided with a good range of freshly prepared, nutritious 
snacks and meals. Children enjoy serving their own food and pouring their drinks. 
Effective hygiene procedures are in place to prevent the risk of infection. Children wash 
their hands routinely after playing outside and before eating. However, the changing mats 
pose a potential hygiene risk as they are torn in places. Therefore, the spread of infection 
is not fully prevented. 
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision 

 
Children are cared for by a skilled, well-qualified and dedicated staff team. Children are 
well protected from harm as practitioners demonstrate a good understanding of their 
responsibilities with regards to safeguarding children. Designated practitioners hold 
responsibility for monitoring and dealing with all safeguarding concerns and have attended 
appropriate training. The premises are safe and secure, both indoors and outside and staff 
supervise children attentively. Each room has a telephone connected to the office for ease 
of communication. A detailed risk assessment and daily safety checks are carried out in all 
areas to eliminate risks. There are robust recruitment procedures in place and all staff 
have completed the necessary background checks through the Criminal Records Bureau to 
confirm that they are suitable to work with children.  
 
The owners and manager have high expectations of their staff to ensure that a quality 
provision is offered and continuous improvements are made. Ongoing appraisals, staff 
meetings and training opportunities support staff in their personal and professional 
development. The educational provision is continuously reviewed to ensure that children 
are participating in a broad range of experiences and are making good progress through 
all the areas of learning. Staff are aware of how children learn and develop and offer good 
support to help children to make good progress. The nursery fully recognises the 
importance of self-evaluation and there is a good awareness of the nursery's strengths 
and areas to improve. The views and thoughts of children, parents and staff are taken into 
account when agreeing the development plans. 
 
The nursery promotes purposeful and strong relationships with parents. A wealth of 
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information about how the nursery operates is available by way of a detailed welcome 
pack, regular newsletters and comprehensive displays. This ensures that parents are fully 
informed about how the nursery meets the requirements of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage. The nursery values the views of the parents and they are regularly invited to 
contribute their opinions and suggestions through questionnaires. Parents speak extremely 
positively about their experience of dealing with the staff and praise the progress their 
children make in the nursery. 
 
   
   
What inspection judgements mean 

Registered early years provision 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding Outstanding provision is highly effective in meeting the needs 
of all children exceptionally well. This ensures that children are 
very well prepared for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 2 Good Good provision is effective in delivering provision that meets 
the needs of all children well. This ensures children are ready 
for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 3 Satisfactory Satisfactory provision is performing less well than expectations 
in one or more of the key areas. It requires improvement in 
order to be good.   

Grade 4 Inadequate Provision that is inadequate requires significant improvement 
and/or enforcement. The provision is failing to give children an 
acceptable standard of early years education and/or is not 
meeting the safeguarding and welfare requirements of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage. It will be inspected again within 
12 months of the date of this inspection.  

Met  The provision has no children on roll. The inspection judgement 
is that the provider continues to meet the requirements for 
registration. 

Not Met  The provision has no children on roll. The inspection judgement 
is that the provider does not meet the requirements for 
registration.  

 

Inspection  
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY447874 

Local authority Warrington 

Inspection number 806721 

Type of provision  

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 5 

Total number of places 80 

Number of children on roll 116 

Name of provider Kids on Top Ltd 

Date of previous inspection Not applicable 

Telephone number 01925224735 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures 
set out in the guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is 
available from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

Type of provision 
 
For the purposes of this inspection the following definitions apply: 
 
Full-time provision is that which operates for more than three hours.  These are usually 
known as nurseries, nursery schools and pre-schools and must deliver the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years Register and pay the higher fee 
for registration. 
 
Sessional provision operates for more than two hours but does not exceed three hours in 
any one day. These are usually known as pre-schools, kindergartens or nursery schools 
and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and pay the lower fee for registration. 
 
Childminders care for one or more children where individual children attend for a period of 
more than two hours in any one day. They operate from domestic premises that are 
usually their own home. They are registered on the Early Years Register and must deliver 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
 
Out of school provision may be sessional or full-time provision and is delivered before or 
after school and/or in the summer holidays. They are registered on the Early Years 
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Register and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. Where children receive their 
Early Years Foundation Stage in school these providers do not have to deliver the learning 
and development requirements in full but should complement the experiences children 
receive in school. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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