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Inspection dates 6–7 December 2012 
 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Satisfactory 3 

This inspection: Good 2 

Achievement of pupils  Good 2 

Quality of teaching Good 2 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Good 2 

Leadership and management  Good 2 
 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is a good school.  

 This school has continued the rapid pace of 
improvement identified at the time of the 
previous inspection and pupils now achieve 
well. 

 Sacred Heart is a very inclusive school that 
provides a high level of care that keeps pupils 
safe and promotes their good behaviour. 

 Typically, teaching is good across the school. 
It is particularly successful in developing the 
pupils’ speaking and listening skills and in 
developing pupils’ love of books and 
enjoyment in reading. 

 Children in the Nursery, Reception and Year 6 
classes respond extremely well to calm, very 
clear teaching and stimulating learning 
activities that encourage pupils to commit 
themselves fully to their learning. 

 Staff treat pupils as unique individuals and 
strongly support disabled pupils and those with 
special educational needs as well as others 
from minority ethnic backgrounds, who often 
join the school later than the normal time of 
entry. 

 The most able pupils also achieve well and, like 
other pupils, benefit from the teachers’ 
consistent expectations that pupils should 
explain their ideas, share and check them with 
each other to bring improvement.  

 The well respected headteacher, strongly 
supported by senior staff and governors, 
sustains a determined commitment to 
continued improvement. There is a strong 
emphasis on ensuring that high quality adult 
support underpins pupils’ increasing confidence 
in learning and good progress as pupils move 
through the school. 

It is not yet an outstanding school because 

 Occasionally, lesson introductions continue 
for too long, constraining the time available 
for pupils to work more effectively at their 
own level.    

 The pupils’ handwriting, punctuation and 
spelling skills are not always developed quickly 
enough, especially through Years 1 and 2. 

 At times, a few pupils become too dependent 
on close adult support and do not contribute 
enough to their own learning in lessons. 
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Information about this inspection 

 The inspectors visited 17 lessons and were accompanied by the headteacher during almost half 
of these observations. 

 The inspectors observed morning playtime and lunch breaks and also attended an assembly.  

 Meetings were held with pupil members of the school council, and many other pupils were 
spoken to during lessons and breaktimes. The inspectors also met with governors, a 
representative of the local authority and a representative of the diocese, and spoke informally 
with a number of parents and carers as they brought their children to school. 

 The inspectors held meetings with school staff, including senior and middle managers.  

 The inspectors also consulted 12 parents’ and carers’ responses to the on-line questionnaire 
(Parent View) in planning and undertaking the inspection, and examined 15 staff questionnaires.   

 The inspectors observed the school’s work, and looked at a number of documents, including the 
school’s own data on pupils’ progress, planning and monitoring documentation, records relating 
to behaviour and attendance, and documents relating to safeguarding.   

 

Inspection team 

Alex Baxter, Lead inspector Additional Inspector  

Wendy Marriott Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

Information about this school 

 This school is below average in size. 

 Most pupils attending the school are of White British heritage and few pupils speak English as an 
additional language. 

 The proportion of disabled pupils and those with special educational needs supported by school 
action is broadly average. The proportion supported by school action plus or with a statement of 
special educational needs also matches the national average. 

 The proportion of pupils supported by the pupil premium (which provides additional funding for 
pupils in local authority care and those known to be eligible for free school meals) is above 
average. 

 The Early Years Foundation Stage is comprised of one Nursery and one Reception class. 

 The school meets the government’s current floor standards, which set out the minimum 
expectations for pupils’ attainment and progress. 

 There is no alternative provision. 

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Lift the overall quality of teaching from good to outstanding by:  

 enabling pupils to move more quickly into the variety of learning activities planned for them in 
lessons, so that they can work and progress more rapidly  

 making sure that the additional support given to pupils also develops their independence in 
learning. 

 Quicken the rate of pupils’ progress in writing, especially in Years 1 and 2, by teachers: 

 devoting more attention to developing good handwriting, punctuation and spelling skills 

 more specifically identifying these basic writing skills during marking and when talking to the 
pupils, so that pupils can also improve these skills for themselves every time they write.  

 



Inspection report:  Sacred Heart Catholic Nursery and Primary School, 6–7 December 2012 4 of 9 

 

 

Inspection judgements 

The achievement of pupils is good 

 Children’s skills on entry into the Nursery and Reception classes are mostly below those normally 
expected, especially in communication and language skills, and in personal, social and emotional 
development. A large proportion of the increasing number of pupils joining other year groups, 
also have lower than expected skills in these aspects.  

 Pupils are warmly welcomed and effectively supported and so they settle quickly and make good 
progress. For example, children in Nursery and Reception classes thoroughly enjoy, and fully 
engage in, the plentiful practical learning opportunities provided for them. Pupils in other years, 
across the range of needs, including those with English as an additional language, also benefit 
from a substantial amount of additional adult support, reflecting the school’s commitment to 
equality of opportunity for all pupils. 

 This is especially the case for disabled pupils, those with special educational needs and pupils 
supported through pupil premium funding, who progress as well as their peers because of high 
quality, often individual, support. At times, a few pupils rely too much on adults and their 
progress slows when left to work to their own.  

 Nevertheless, improved teaching ensures that pupils are now making better progress across the 
school than at the time of the previous inspection and are achieving well. For example, pupils 
love listening to stories, are enthusiastic about reading and progress well in reading because of 
strengthened teaching of how letters sound (phonics).  

 In the national assessments earlier this year, pupils at the end of Year 6 attained levels that 
broadly matched national expectations in reading, writing and mathematics. Pupils currently in 
Year 6 are on course to improve on these levels and are already demonstrating above average 
speaking and listening skills. For example, in a mathematics lesson in Year 6, a group of pupils 
confidently reported their investigations of the cost of providing a meal for 30 people back to the 
rest of the class. 

 Observations of lessons, checks of pupils’ work and school assessments of pupils’ progress show 
that the number of pupils meeting and exceeding expected rates of progress compares well with 
the national picture. 

 This is especially evident in pupils’ improved speaking and listening skills and vocabulary that 
have lifted their ability to write expressively. However, pupils’ handwriting, punctuation and 
spelling skills are less well developed, especially by the end of Year 2. 

 

The quality of teaching is good 

 Almost all teachers strongly encourage pupils to think about and check their own learning and 
share their ideas with other pupils. This underpins the good and sometimes outstanding teaching 
evident through the school. 

 The joyful learning seen in Nursery and Reception classes reflects the good relationships 
between adults and children that lift children’s confidence. The pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural understanding is developed well through topics that link subjects together, such as 
Advent for example, which also promote the school’s Christian ethos.  

 The teachers often use questioning well to check pupils’ thinking and to develop new learning 
from the pupils’ responses. Questioning is at its best as in mathematics in Year 2 and English in 
Year 3, when teachers ensured that pupils knew the intended learning outcomes and what was 
expected of them.   

 Occasionally, teachers talk for too long at the beginning of lessons and this stops pupils from 
moving quickly into the variety of learning activities planned for them. Similarly, questioning 
sometimes continues for too long, preventing pupils who already understand from getting on 
with their own learning. 

 Teachers plan well for the range of pupils’ abilities and promote their good behaviour effectively. 
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Teachers use teaching assistants well to help pupils, especially those with disabilities and special 
educational needs, to feel secure and make good progress. The needs of pupils eligible for 
support through pupil premium funding are also well met and they learn effectively as a result. 

 On a few occasions in Year 1, there is not enough emphasis on developing pupils’ independence, 
especially for some of the pupils with emotional needs. Consequently, they can become too 
dependent on adults and their learning slows. 

 Across the school, the teaching of pupils’ reading, speaking and listening skills is a strength. This 
is advancing pupils’ enjoyment of books and their vocabulary, as well as their ability to write 
with expression. Pupils enjoy sharing ideas with each other, to improve their descriptive writing. 
For example, in English in Year 5, pupils discussed figurative language in poetry.       

 At times, particularly in Years 1 and 2, pupils’ handwriting, punctuation and spelling skills are not 
developed quickly enough. Sometimes these aspects are not emphasised enough in teachers’ 
marking, and some pupils lack confidence in expressing their ideas in writing. Teachers are 
rapidly putting this right by using pupils’ favourite stories as models for improving writing. 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are good 

 The vast majority of pupils behave and relate well towards each other and their teachers. 

 A strength of the school is the way that pupils who are new arrivals from other schools and 
backgrounds are warmly welcomed and readily develop supportive friendships. 

 Pupils’ behaviour was good at the time of the previous inspection and views of pupils, parents 
and carers and staff show that this has been sustained over time. 

 Most pupils show positive attitudes towards learning and take their responsibilities seriously, for 
example as peer mentors helping other pupils at playtime. Pupils are considerate of others and 
in Year 6, pupils say, ‘We like working towards our Civic Award because it’s fun and challenging 
and we like helping the community.’ 

 Pupils confidently say they are well looked after by caring staff and, as a result, know how to 
keep safe. They feel safe and enjoy coming to school. Pupils’ typical views were reflected in the 
comment, ‘We are taught and cared for in a helpful way that we understand.’   

 Pupils know about bullying and its different forms, for example cyber bullying. They also report 
that bullying is rare, and that if it did happen then the teachers would ‘soon sort it out’. 

 The year-on-year improvement in attendance, bringing it to an average level, further reflects the 
pupils’ enjoyment of school and the school’s support of families in need. 

 

The leadership and management are good 

 The experienced headteacher has further developed the successful approach to team leadership 
and management, identified as a strength at the time of the previous inspection, to sustain a 
rapid pace of improvement. 

 For example, continuing and accurate checking of pupils’ progress enables staff to support 
pupils’ individual needs effectively, identifying any potential underachievement at an early stage. 
As a result, the increasing number of pupils with special educational needs, those in receipt of 
pupil premium support and those arriving from other schools all benefit from additional support 
and progress as well as other pupils. 

 With the full support of senior staff and governors, the headteacher has played a key role in 
checking and improving the quality of teaching and in using staff appraisal and training to 
develop the skills of subject leaders and to retain teachers with proven ability. Teachers’ pay 
increases are securely linked to the quality of their work. 

 In this way, the school has now secured equally good achievement for all pupils in relation to 
their starting points. In particular, more consistent teaching of speaking and listening, and 
problem solving in mathematics, has lifted pupils’ achievements since the previous inspection. 
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The school shows a secure capacity to continue this into the future. 

 The school works well with parents and carers, especially to help those whose circumstances 
make them vulnerable. All staff provide high quality care and diligently treat pupils equally to 
eliminate discrimination.  

 Pupils’ skills and interests are developed well through topics which link subjects together, for 
example ‘Fit to learn’ which, as well as healthy lifestyles, also promotes the pupils’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development effectively. 

 With help from governors, staff ensure that procedures for safeguarding the pupils’ welfare are 
fully implemented in accordance with statutory requirements. 

 The local authority has contributed well to the continued improvement of the school. For 
example, it continues to provide supportive training for staff, more recently in teaching phonics 
and by sharing expertise with other schools.  

 The governance of the school: 

 The stable and experienced governing body has accessed training over time, including 
updating training on safe recruitment of staff and examining data of pupils’ performance to 
compare it with schools nationally. Governors undertake frequent visits to the school. Having 
shared information about the school’s performance within their well-established committees, 
they regularly question the headteacher about the way provision, especially teaching, 
promotes pupils’ achievements. As a result, governors are knowledgeable about the work of 
the school and have applied their skills well since the previous inspection to drive 
improvement. For example, they have been closely involved in decisions regarding teachers’ 
status and pay to ensure that staff appraisal and performance management balance school, 
pupils’ and staff needs effectively, especially to retain and develop capable teachers.  
Governors manage the budget efficiently and receive detailed reports from senior leaders, for 
example to check the good use of additional funds for pupils with special educational needs 
and those supported by the pupil premium to help them achieve as well as other pupils.  
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes 
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures 
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well 
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage 
of their education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it 
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 
24 months from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and 
requires significant improvement but leadership and management 
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and 
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not 
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary 
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 113470 

Local authority Torbay 

Inspection number 405472 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.  
 

 

Type of school Primary 

School category Voluntary aided 

Age range of pupils 3–11   

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 240 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Francis Ward 

Headteacher Helen Brown 

Date of previous school inspection 28 June 2011 

Telephone number 01803558298 

Fax number 01803664838 

Email address admin@sacred-heart-primary.torbay.sch.uk 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-

based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
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