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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 

 

Introduction 
 
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 
The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 
Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 

 

Description of the setting 
 
Lynn's Play Place Ltd was registered in 2012. It operates from designated rooms 
within, Orrell Newfold Community Primary School in the Orrell area of Wigan, 
Lancashire. There is an enclosed outdoor play area. It is open from 7.30am to 9am 
and 3.30pm to 6pm each weekday during term time and during school holidays 
7.30am to 6pm each weekday. 
 
The club is registered on the Early Years Register and on both the voluntary and 
compulsory parts of the Childcare Register. A maximum of 32 children under eight 
may attend the club at any one time. The club also offers care to children eight 
years and over. There are currently 60 children on roll, of these, 11 children are 
within the early years age range. On the day of inspection, there were no children 
present in the early years age range. The club supports children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities and children who speak English as an 
additional language. 
 
The club employs six members of staff. Of these, three hold a qualification at level 
3 and three hold a qualification at level 2. The club receives support from the local 
authority. 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 
The club offers children a warm and welcoming environment, and staff 
demonstrate that children's opinions are greatly valued and they can explore and 
develop their creativity. Staff support children's development through the ethos of 
learning through play and children make good progress. The club's comprehensive 
systems ensure children are fully safeguarded, they are well cared for and their 
health and safety promoted. Staff work closely with parents, carers and external 
agencies to promote children's achievements and well-being, ensuring each child's 
individual needs are met. The management team have a positive attitude towards 
continuous improvement, although self-evaluation is in the early stages. 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 
further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 develop a culture of reflective practice and self-evaluation to continually look 
for ways to improve the quality of the learning, development and care 
offered that will improve the quality of provision for all children.   
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 
the early years provision 
 
Children are kept safe from harm because staff clearly understand and implement 
the detailed safeguarding policies and procedures. Recruitment procedures are 
robust and ensure that only suitable people are able to have unsupervised contact 
with the children. All records required for the safe and efficient management of the 
setting are well maintained. Risk assessments are undertaken to identify any 
potential hazards and appropriate action taken to address these. As a result, 
children are able to explore their environment safely whilst developing a good 
degree of independence. 
 
Staff work extremely well as a team and setup an exciting and stimulating 
environment prior to children's arrival, which enables children to make 
independent choices and play freely at all times. The club has a good range of 
resources, which support children's play across all six areas of learning and are 
well used by everyone. There is easy access to the toys and resources which are 
arranged at a low level to encourage independent play and children to make 
choices. They positively reflect the wider world to help children learn about 
disability, ethnicity, and other cultures. The club promotes an inclusive service, 
they welcome all children equally, enabling them to make progress in their learning 
and development. 
 
Good partnerships with parents ensure that all essential information is shared. 
Information brochures, a detailed website and documentation stored at the club 
ensures that parents are fully informed about the club policies and procedures and 
the activities their children have enjoyed throughout the day. The club also works 
in partnership with other agencies and settings attended by the children. Relevant 
information is shared to ensure that a consistency of care is provided. The club 
encourages parents to share information about the progress their children have 
made with their schools to enhance their further learning and development. 
 
The management and staff team have given consideration to the service they 
provide and have identified some strengths and weaknesses. For example, improve 
resources for the children and to undertake training opportunities in order to 
develop their knowledge further, which indicates a positive attitude to continuous 
improvement. However, this is an area that is not developed fully in order for them 
to continue to bring about changes to improve outcomes for children. 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 
Through discussions with the staff it is evident that children are guided to use the 
equipment safely and to clear up areas after use. The children feel safe and secure 
as they are encouraged to follow safe evacuation procedures and feel safe to take 
appropriate risks when using the outdoor play equipment. Through further 
discussion with staff, children enjoy regular opportunities to play outside with a 
variety of different equipment to support their physical development. For example, 
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 

 

they have opportunities to run, skip, ride, slide and balance. Through further 
discussion with staff, children enjoy healthy snacks and for lunch they bring their 
own packed lunch. They also have access to fresh drinking water to ensure they 
are hydrated. They have opportunities to develop good independence with 
personal hygiene. For example, they wash their hands before they eat food or 
after playing outside.  
 
Through discussions with staff it is evident that, a key worker system ensures that 
each child's starting point is known. This means that staff can use their knowledge 
of how children develop to promote a good level of learning and development for 
each child. Through further discussion it is evident that, staff undertake both 
planned and spontaneous observations of the children's learning across the six 
areas. This information is then used to assess their stage of development and plan 
for their next steps in their individual files. Therefore, children are making good 
progress. Planning includes a good balance of child centred and adult focused 
activities which effectively support children's learning, both indoors and outdoors 
Children have good opportunities to develop their writing and drawing skills as 
there is a well-resourced mark making area. Children have access to information 
and communication technology equipment, keyboards and hand held devices 
supporting children's understanding of technology. 
 
Through discussions with staff it is evident that, children develop good problem 
solving skills as they use table top activities or build towers and other models from 
construction materials. Creative skills are developing well, exemplified when 
children produce unique individual pieces, such as sewing teddy bear puppets. The 
children learn about diversity and the world in which they live. They talk about 
differences, celebrate different festivals and traditions and have a good selection of 
resources and that promote positive images of all people in society. For example, 
for Ramadan they make wall plagues and use different materials for this. Through 
further discussions with staff it is evident that there is a clear behaviour policy. 
Children are encouraged to respect each other's things and to share and take turns 
and staff give clear explanations and set appropriate boundaries. 
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 

 

Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage 

2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 
carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage 

3 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 3 
The extent to which children feel safe 3 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 3 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 3 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 3 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 

 

Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   
The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are: 

Met 

   
The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are: 

Met 

 


