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Purpose and scope of the inspection 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Section 162A of the Education Act 
2002, as amended by schedule 8 of the Education Act 2005. 1,2  

The inspection was conducted at the request of the Registration Authority for 
independent schools in order to monitor the progress the school has made in 
implementing its action plan following the previous inspection. 

Information about the school 

Staleydene Preparatory School is a non-selective day school, registered for 22 pupils 
aged from three to 11 years. It opened in 2002 and moved to its current premises at 
Dukinfield Methodist Church, Tameside, in January 2012. The school uses a large 
classroom for its Key Stage 1 class, which also houses resources for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage, and a medium-sized classroom for its Key Stage 2 class. The 
school has secured access to another medium-sized room to provide a third 
classroom. The church hall is used for school assemblies and indoor play, and an 
adjacent grassed area is used for outdoor learning and play. Currently, there are no 
children on roll in the Early Years Foundation Stage. None of the six pupils currently 
on roll has a statement of special educational needs. The school has no particular 
religious affiliation. It aims to provide a friendly, family atmosphere in which pupils 
can learn effectively, develop a strong foundation in basic skills and attain high 
academic standards. 

Context of the inspection 

The last full inspection of the school was in March 2010. An unannounced emergency 
inspection in April 2011 investigated whether the regulatory failings at the time of 
the full inspection in March 2010 had been dealt with effectively. As a result, the 
school was issued with a Notice to Improve in May 2011; its subsequent action plan 
was judged to be satisfactory. A progress monitoring inspection in November 2011 
checked the progress in implementing the action plan. Five regulations were still 
unmet. A further progress monitoring inspection in February 2012 was intended to 
check the progress made in meeting the five unmet regulations. It also sought to 
check if the school was still open as there had been no response to attempts to 
contact the school by telephone, email or post. On the day of the planned inspection, 
the premises could not be entered and the school was found to have moved to a 
new location. A further progress monitoring inspection was made in April 2012 to 
check the progress made in regard to the unmet regulations. A small number of 
requirements were found not to be met. A material change inspection was conducted 
at the same time as that progress monitoring inspection to check the suitability of 
the new premises and the readiness of the school for a material change to increase 
to 46 the number of pupils who could be admitted. Approval of the material change 

                                           

 
1 www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/contents.  
2 www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2005/18/contents.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2005/18/contents
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requested was not recommended because the combined inspection found that the 
school did not meet accommodation requirements for the number and age range 
proposed; the provision of indoor activity space and washrooms for children in the 
Early Years Foundation Stage was inadequate. The current progress monitoring 
inspection was undertaken to gauge the school’s effectiveness in dealing with the 
regulatory failures remaining from the April 2012 inspection. It was conducted at the 
same time as a further material change inspection, conducted at the request of the 
Department for Education. This concluded that the school had rectified its 
deficiencies relating to its proposed material change; it recommended that this 
change be approved.  
 

Summary of the progress made in implementing the 
action plan 

The last monitoring inspection found that the school did not meet some 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum. It failed to provide 
guidance on the use of the outdoor provision and to plan sufficiently for children’s 
regular outdoor experiences. The school’s written policy now sets the direction for 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. It contains a clear statement of vision which is in 
tune with national requirements. It includes concise and informative references to 
the organisation of a regular wide range of learning activities, including those which 
promote children’s independence, exploration using all senses, and practical activity. 
Sound outline guidance is given on the use of the outdoor environment for learning; 
its implementation in lessons was not seen as there are no children currently on roll 
in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 
The last monitoring inspection found that the school had not completed its 
curriculum planning to cover all six areas of learning of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage. The curriculum for this stage is now planned satisfactorily at three levels. A 
coherent long-term plan covers the six areas of learning. A medium-term plan 
develops the coverage of the six areas of learning within a rolling programme of 
topics. Lesson plans, based on detailed assessments of the attainment of each child, 
are developed to implement the medium-term plan. As there are currently no 
children on roll in the Early Years Foundation Stage it was not possible to see this 
planning implemented in lessons.  

 
The last monitoring inspection found that there were too few sanitary fittings and 
washbasins for the proposed number of 12 children under the age of five years in 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. The school has now secured the exclusive use, 
during the school day, of two additional washrooms of good quality within the church 
premises and close to where children in the Early Years Foundation Stage are to be 
based. Each washroom has a sanitary fitting and a washbasin. The school now 
complies with the requirement for the number of sanitary fittings available to 
children.  
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The last monitoring inspection found that space was inadequate to give scope for 
children’s free movement and well-spread activities. The school has secured the use 
of an additional, conveniently located, classroom which will enable pupils to be 
taught effectively in three classrooms, one for each of: the Early Years Foundation 
Stage; Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. Taken together with access to the large church 
hall and the secure external grassed area, this gives adequate provision for staff to 
enable children in the Early Years Foundation Stage to engage in play and learning 
activities requiring free movement. This is supported by the planned use of trips out 
of school relating, for example, to the observation of plant life in nature trails. 

 

Compliance with regulatory requirements 

The school has made good progress and now meets all regulatory requirements.  



 

 

Independent school progress monitoring inspection report 6 

School details 

School status Independent 

Type of school Preparatory day school 

Date school opened January 2002 

Age range of pupils 3–11 years 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number on roll (full-time pupils) Boys: 3 Girls: 3 Total: 6 

Number on roll (part-time pupils) Boys: 0 Girls: 0 Total: 0 

Number of pupils with a statement of 
special educational needs 

Boys: 0 Girls: 0 Total: 0 

Number of pupils who are looked after Boys: 0 Girls: 0 Total: 0 

Annual fees (day pupils) £3,500 

Address of school 

Dukinfield Methodist Church 

Wellington Parade 

Dukinfield 

Cheshire 

SK16 4LE 

 

 

 

SK16 4TG 

Telephone number 07864 909754 

Email address staleydeneprep@yahoo.co.uk 

Headteacher Michele Ogbogu 

Proprietor Mr and Mrs Ogbogu 

 

 

mailto:staleydeneprep@yahoo.co.uk

