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Purpose and scope of the inspection 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Section 162A of the Education Act 
2002, as amended by schedule 8 of the Education Act 2005, and under the Care 
Standards Act 2000 having regard to the national minimum standards for boarding 
schools. 1,2,3  

The inspection was conducted at the request of the Registration Authority for 
independent schools in order to monitor the progress the school has made in 
implementing its action plan following the previous inspection. 

Information about the school 

Brooke House College provides education for male and female students aged 14 to 
21 years. The college caters predominantly for students from abroad, although a 
small number of British students attend the college. Virtually all of the current 
students reside at the college. For the majority of the students, English is not their 
principal language. The college aims to prepare students for higher education, 
primarily in British universities, by enabling them to attain the appropriate academic 
entry requirements and, where appropriate, through the development of their 
proficiency in English. The college is privately owned and is located in the small town 
of Market Harborough in rural Leicestershire. It originally opened in 1968 and is 
registered for 225 students. There are currently 200 full-time students on roll, nearly 
all of whom are boarders.  

Context of the inspection 

The educational provision of the college was last inspected by Ofsted in October 
2010. The residential provision was previously inspected by Ofsted in January 2011. 
Both inspections found shortfalls with respect to the standards for independent 
schools. The college submitted an action plan to the Department for Education (DfE) 
in April 2011 to address the issues arising from these inspections. The plan was 
evaluated in June 2011. The proposed actions were judged to be broadly satisfactory 
but the timescale for action was unsatisfactory. An integrated progress monitoring 
inspection visit in September 2011 judged that all but one of the regulations relating 
to education and two of the national minimum standards for boarding schools were 
met. The college’s responses to these findings were evaluated successively in 
February, April and June 2012, when they were accepted subject to satisfactory 
implementation. This second integrated progress monitoring inspection visit was 
made at the request of the DfE to check the college’s progress in implementing its 
proposals to address the outstanding requirements from the inspections in October 
2010 and January 2011. 

                                           

 
1 www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/contents.  
2 www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2005/18/contents.  
3 www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/14/contents.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2005/18/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/14/contents
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Summary of the progress made in implementing the 
action plan 

The education inspection in October 2010 found that the college’s safeguarding 
policy was too brief and provided too little guidance. In addition, the designated 
senior member of staff for child protection had not undertaken appropriate training. , 
and no member of the proprietorial body had undertaken training in safe 
recruitment. The social care inspection in January 2011 found that the updating of 
safeguarding procedures was unfinished and that the policy then in force included 
out-of-date information.  
 
The first integrated (social care and education) progress monitoring inspection visit 
found that the college’s plan to provide training had been implemented and the 
proprietors and staff had undertaken the required safeguarding training at the 
appropriate levels. In addition, the safeguarding policy had been revised. However, it 
was not satisfactory because it neither paid sufficient regard to DfE guidance nor 
followed the specific requirements of the national minimum standards for boarding 
schools. Following consideration of the college’s action plans, the revised 
safeguarding policy was accepted by Ofsted in June 2012, subject to satisfactory 
implementation. This second integrated progress monitoring inspection visit found 
that the policy, which has been further revised from the start of this school year to 
reflect changes in responsibilities, reflects the Secretary of State’s guidance and is 
implemented effectively. The college now meets the independent school regulations 
and the national minimum standards for boarding schools.  
 
At the last boarding inspection in January 2011, one of the boarding houses lacked a 
proper sitting room for students’ use. The college did not submit any proposals to 
address this in its action plan. The first progress monitoring inspection visit found 
that the standard was still not met and a number of other failings were identified in 
this boarding house. The college’s action plan proposals to address these 
shortcomings in the boarding house were evaluated and accepted by Ofsted in 
February 2012. This second progress monitoring inspection visit found that the 
college has subsequently taken that house out of use and, therefore, its plans no 
longer require implementation. In the event of the college wishing to bring the 
boarding house back into use for boarding or other purposes connected with the 
college, a material change application to the Department will be required before it is 
occupied. During this visit, all the boarding facilities currently in use were inspected 
and judged to meet all of the national minimum standards for boarding schools.    

 

Compliance with regulatory requirements 

The school has made good progress and now meets all regulatory requirements and 
the national minimum standards for boarding schools.  
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School details 

School status Independent 

Type of school International boarding school 

Date school opened 5 September 1968 

Age range of pupils 14–21 years 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number on roll (full-time pupils) Boys: 131 Girls: 69  Total: 200 

Number of boarders Boys: 126  Girls: 67 Total: 193 

Number of pupils with a statement of 
special educational needs 

Boys:    0 Girls:   0  Total:    0  

Number of pupils who are looked after Boys:    0 Girls:   0 Total:    0  

Annual fees (day pupils) £14,700 

Annual fees (boarders) £24,450 

Address of school 

Leicester Road 

Market Harborough 

LE16 7AU 

Telephone number 01858 462452 

Email address dawn.savage@brookehouse.com 

Headteacher Giles Williams (Principal) 

Proprietor 
Donald Williams, Joan Williams and 

Giles Williams 

  

 


