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Mrs R Jones

Headteacher
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Lancashire

BL3 4BG

Dear Mrs Jones

Ofsted 2012-13 subject survey inspection programme: modern
languages (ML)

Thank you for your hospitality and cooperation, and that of your staff and
pupils, during my visit on 28 June 2012 to look at work in ML.

The visit provided valuable information which will contribute to our national
evaluation and reporting. Published reports are likely to list the names of the
contributing institutions but individual institutions will not be identified in the
main text without their consent.

The evidence used to inform the judgements included: interviews with staff
and pupils; scrutiny of relevant documentation; analysis of pupils’ work; and
observation of three lessons.

The overall effectiveness of ML is good.
Achievement in ML

Achievement in ML is good.

B Pupils make good progress in their language lessons as they move through
the school. They clearly enjoy learning French and can give many reasons
why it is useful to do so.

B Pupils have access to an interesting variety of books in French, which they
can borrow from the school library and take home. Pupils are encouraged
to write creatively and they apply grammatical rules effectively. By the end
of Year 6, they can write at length in French, using a wide range of
vocabulary and structures.

B Pupils listen well to their teacher and speak confidently, fluently and with
good pronunciation and intonation. Pupils spoke enthusiastically about the
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listening centre, where they can listen with headphones to stories such as
Goldilocks and the Three Bears in French.

Quality of teaching in ML

The quality of teaching in ML is good.

The subject teacher demonstrates passion for learning languages and this
is communicated effectively to pupils. Pupils work hard in French lessons
as the teacher has high expectations and uses French throughout. She
provides an excellent model of spoken French for pupils to imitate.
Classroom teachers also demonstrate enthusiasm for the subject and learn
alongside their pupils.

Lessons are engaging and activities are well planned to encourage
language acquisition. However, opportunities are sometimes missed to
allow pupils to practise skills independently of the teacher.

Information and communication technology is used effectively to bring
lessons to life. Props are also used well to stimulate pupils’ imagination
and make lessons memorable. For example, in a Year 3 lesson, pupils
clearly enjoyed guessing what was in a sack containing objects from the
tale of Jack and the Beanstalk such as golden coins, magic beans and a
harp.

Assessment is conducted in all four skills. However, records refer only to
attainment and not to individual pupils’ progress. In addition, there is
insufficient use of assessment information to inform lesson planning;
therefore sometimes activities are not appropriately pitched at the needs
and abilities of all pupils.

Quality of the curriculum in ML

The quality of the curriculum in ML is good.

The curriculum is broad and balanced, encouraging progression across all
skills and connections are made with other aspects of the curriculum, such
as literacy and numeracy.

Pupils spoke highly of French Days that have been organised in the past,
when they had the opportunity to eat French food, dress up and play
French games.

The school works highly effectively in celebrating other languages,
however pupils’ understanding of broader aspects of French culture is
rather limited, given their stage of development.

Effectiveness of leadership and management in ML

The effectiveness of leadership and management in ML is satisfactory.

Leadership is of variable quality. Senior leaders have shown vision and
commitment in fully implementing the entitlement to learning a foreign
language and have made excellent progress in doing so.



Languages enjoy an increasingly high profile in the school and senior
leaders clearly recognise the contribution that learning a language can
make to pupils’ broader education.

However, subject leadership has lacked rigour. Procedures to monitor and
evaluate provision are insufficiently robust and development planning is
not sharply focused on improving outcomes for pupils in order to raise
achievement further.

Areas for improvement, which we discussed, include:

improving procedures to monitor and evaluate provision and ensuring that
development planning is focused on improving outcomes for pupils

establishing clear procedures for the assessment and monitoring of pupils’
progress and ensuring this information informs lesson planning, so that
activities better meet the needs and abilities of all pupils.

I hope that these observations are useful as you continue to develop ML in
the school.

As explained previously, a copy of this letter will be published on the Ofsted
website. It may be used to inform decisions about any future inspection. A
copy of this letter is also being sent to your local authority.

Yours sincerely

Joan Davis
Her Majesty’s Inspector



