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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of 

all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and 

Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based 

learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and 

other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked 

after children, safeguarding and child protection.  

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied.  

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email  enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.  

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.  
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Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 

 

© Crown copyright 2012  

 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. 

Ofsted will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding 

which schools to inspect and when.  

 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think 

about schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or 

look for the link on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Introduction 

Inspection team 

Nina Bee Additional inspector 

 

This inspection was carried out with two days' notice. The inspector observed 11 
parts of sessions taught by two teachers, five nursery nurses and one teaching 
assistant. Discussions were held with staff, children, three representatives from the 
governing body and a small number of parents and carers. The inspector took 

account of the responses to the online Parent View survey in planning the inspection, 
observed the school’s work, and looked at documentation including teachers’ 
planning and the school development plan, along with other documents including 

those related to safeguarding. Responses to questionnaires from 57 parents and 
carers were analysed along with 17 from staff. 
 

Information about the school 

This is an 80-place Nursery which offers Early Years Foundation Stage education on 

a part-time basis. Two sessions are organised each day along with extended 
provision of daycare for children aged three to five. Most children stay in the Nursery 
for three terms and few stay on for their Reception Year. Currently the school has no 

reception-aged children. Before- and after-school provision is offered to a maximum 
of 24 children. 
 

Approximately two thirds of the children are from White British backgrounds with the 
remainder coming from a range of minority ethnic groups. The proportion of disabled 
children, those who have special educational needs and those supported by school 

action plus is below the national average. No children have statements of special 
educational needs. A small minority of children speak English as an additional 
language. The proportion of children known to be eligible for free school meals is 
below average.  

 
The Nursery is linked to St Andrew’s Church of England Primary School which is 
nearby. Children in the Reception class of this partner school are taught on the 

nursery site by teachers from the primary school. This class was not inspected. The 
headteacher of Headington Quarry Foundation Stage School oversees this provision.  
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Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory, and 4 is inadequate 

Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms 
 

 

Inspection judgements 

Overall effectiveness 2 

  

Achievement of pupils 2 

Quality of teaching  2 

Behaviour and safety of pupils  1 

Leadership and management  2 

  
 

Key findings 
 
 This good Nursery is highly inclusive and places children’s achievement and 

well-being at the centre of its work. It is not yet outstanding because further 

improvements in teaching are needed for children to achieve at an outstanding 
level. In addition, resources for information and communication technology 
(ICT) are not as good as in other areas.  

 
 Achievement is good overall and outstanding in personal, social and emotional 

development. The small minority of children who speak English as an additional 

language make outstanding progress because provision for this group is 
excellent.  

 
 Teaching is good. Relationships are excellent. Children usually have very good 

levels of engagement. However, occasionally, learning is not as good when 
children have difficulty concentrating because the focused activity is either too 
difficult or not challenging enough.  

 
 Behaviour is outstanding. There is a very strong community ethos. Adults and 

children respect the views and feelings of others and show kindness and 

consideration towards each other. Safeguarding arrangements are robust and 
secure.  

 

 The school is well led and managed and the headteacher has gained the 
support of the staff, governors, parents and carers and children in her drive for 
the best for everyone. Performance management and the leadership of 

teaching are good. However, curriculum coordinators do not consistently ensure 
that assessment information is used to best effect to provide learning tasks that 
are precisely aligned with individual children’s needs and abilities. Promotion of 
children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is outstanding and 

enables children to flourish as individuals in the year they spend in the school.  
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What does the school need to do to improve further? 
 

 Ensure that the curriculum coordinators analyse and use assessment 

information more rigorously to help adults in the setting plan and deliver 
learning activities that are accurately matched to the individual needs and 
abilities of all children. 

 

 Improve the ICT provision in order to ensure that children have more 
opportunities to use computers to support all areas of learning, particular as 
they develop reading skills. 

 
 

Main report 
 
Achievement of pupils 
 

Children enter the school with skills and knowledge at levels similar to those 
expected for their ages. Information collected by the school shows that, by the time 
children leave to go to a Reception Year elsewhere, they reach levels that are higher 

than age-related expectations. This represents good achievement overall during their 
time in Nursery. Suitable focus during activities enables the small number of children 
with special educational needs to achieve as well as their classmates. The few 

children who speak English as an additional language make outstanding progress 
because their needs are expertly identified by staff and they are sensitively 
supported in all they do. 

 
Children’s personal and social development is outstanding. This is a result of high 
expectations by all staff in relation to behaviour, respect and consideration for 

others. Parents and carers spoke of how their children very quickly gain confidence 
after starting school, while others spoke of how amazed they are when their children 
come home and talk about what they have been doing, for example learning about 
the Queen and her 60 years on the throne. Nearly three quarters of parents and 

carers returned questionnaires and most are very pleased with the progress their 
children are making.  
 

Children make good progress in all areas of learning. Much enjoyment and learning 
was observed as children investigated how they could make water travel while using 
the magnificent water feature in the school’s outdoor area. Others achieved well as 

they used the well-resourced outdoor writing table to make marks on paper which 
included some recognisable letters. Children achieved well and demonstrated very 
good organisational skills as they used their imaginations in the outdoor role play 

area to prepare for a picnic.  
 
Quality of teaching 

 
Sessions are very well organised and so enthuse the children effectively. Children 
have good opportunities to take part in adult-led activities and those which they 
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choose for themselves. Their ideas are listened to and then effectively developed by 

the adults who support them. For example, as children playing outside decided to ‘go 
to America’, adult interaction allowed them to successfully extend their 
understanding of going on a journey. They excitedly made tickets using glue and 

scissors safely and sensibly. When they numbered their tickets a mathematical focus 
was introduced, especially as they worked on sequencing numbers. Opportunities to 
have a go writing the word ‘ticket’ gave children a good experience to practise their 

early writing skills and higher-attaining children even wrote recognisable letters.  
Early reading skills are taught and developed well but a lack of ICT resources at 
times limits more interactive learning processes. 
 

Teaching is good and on occasions outstanding. The best teaching addresses 
children’s individual needs expertly. However, at times, children do not concentrate 
adequately on the task in hand because the planned work is either too difficult or 

they are bored because it is not sufficiently challenging. The best examples of 
teachers’ planning are adapted to meet the needs of children who stay for both 
morning and afternoon sessions. Relationships are outstanding between all adults 

and the children. Consequently, children quickly form very positive attitudes to 
learning and thoroughly enjoy all that is on offer. Adults interact skilfully with 
children as they sensitively question them to extend their learning. Speaking and 

listening skills are well developed in most sessions.  
 
All children, including the few disabled children and those with special educational 

needs, usually receive at least good quality teaching and learn effectively. Children 
who speak English as an additional language make outstanding gains in their 
learning because teaching particularly focuses on the development of their language 
and communication skills. Parents and carers feel that adults are approachable and 

that their children are taught well.  
 
Behaviour and safety of pupils 

 
From the moment children enter school they are taught how to behave very well in 
different situations. As a result, children’s behaviour is outstanding. Children 

thoroughly enjoy school and, when tasks are fun and challenging, children respond 
with high levels of enthusiasm, perseverance and commitment. Personal and social 
skill development and the need to keep safe are highly focused on in all the children 

do. For example, as they eat their lunch, children are extremely well supported as 
they are taught to sit properly at the table and eat successfully with a knife and fork. 
Much enjoyment was seen as children ate their lunches enthusiastically and 

displayed excellent table manners.  
 
The school has systems to record incidents of poor behaviour but no incidents have 
been recorded recently. Inspection evidence shows that any challenging behaviour is 

managed very effectively. There is a consistent approach to managing behaviour, for 
all children on the site, including those in the Foundation class from the nearby 
partner school and those who attend the breakfast and after-school clubs. Parents 

and carers feel behaviour is excellent and comments on the parents’ and carers’ 
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questionnaires show that they feel confident that if there were any issues they would 

be dealt with effectively. As a result, children play and learn in an environment 
where they feel safe and learn how to behave in a way that keeps them very safe. 
For example, they speak confidently about germs and what happens if you do not 

wash your hands before eating fruit snacks or their lunch.  
  
Leadership and management 

 
The headteacher has an excellent understanding of how young children learn. She 
has developed outstanding teamwork among her staff and as a result, staff morale is 
very high and everyone strives for the best in all they do. All staff are committed to 

ensuring that teaching is of a good quality and they are offered good opportunities to 
enhance their teaching through professional development sessions. Key staff have 
taken part in how to achieve the very best for children who speak English as an 

additional language. This has resulted in this group of children making excellent 
progress. Teaching is regularly monitored. The headteacher has identified that the 
curriculum coordinators’ roles are in need of development. Their analysis of data 

does not consistently give them the specific information on individuals and groups of 
children which adults need to plan activities to meet the needs and abilities of all 
children.   

 
The governing body is very knowledgeable about the school’s performance and its 
strengths and areas for development. Governors keep very well informed through 

discussions with staff, written reports and visiting and observing the school’s work 
first hand. The governing body takes its responsibility for health and safety very 
seriously. School leaders and managers ensure that safeguarding procedures and risk 
assessments are very thorough and fully meet statutory requirements and children 

are very well supervised at all times. The school is a secure place to be and parents 
and carers agree. Its inclusive ethos supports good promotion of equal opportunities 
and access to educational entitlement, resulting in discrimination of any kind not 

being tolerated.  
 
Staff and governors are all involved in school development planning and maintaining 

the good curriculum which promotes the development of skills and knowledge well  in 
all areas. There is excellent focus on the promotion of children’s spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development. Provision for ICT is weaker than in other areas. 

There are too few computers and a lack of equipment for children to listen 
independently to books being read to them while focusing on words and pictures on 
the computer screens. Children have daily opportunities to receive good before- and 

after-school provision in a safe and very welcoming environment. Children from a 
range of different ethnic groups interact very well with each other because 
everyone’s culture is celebrated. The way the school engages with parents and 
carers is excellent and comments on the questionnaires and during brief discussions 

indicate that they are very pleased with the provision provided for their children.  
 
Good practices have been maintained and built on since the last inspection report. 

Teaching and achievement continue to improve. These factors, together with the 
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excellent team approach from all staff and the very good support and challenge from 

the governing body, demonstrate the school’s capacity for further sustained 
improvement.  
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Glossary 

What inspection judgements mean 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding These features are highly effective. An outstanding 
school provides exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. 

Grade 2 Good These are very positive features of a school. A school 

that is good is serving its pupils well. 

Grade 3 Satisfactory These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory 
school is providing adequately for its pupils. 

Grade 4 Inadequate These features are not of an acceptable standard. An 
inadequate school needs to make significant 
improvement in order to meet the needs of its pupils. 

Ofsted inspectors will make further visits until it 
improves. 

 

Overall effectiveness of schools 

 Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools) 

Type of school Outstanding Good Satisfactory Inadequate 

Nursery schools 54 42 2 2 

Primary schools 14 49 32 6 

Secondary 

schools 
20 39 34 7 

Special schools 33 45 20 3 

Pupil referral 

units 
9 55 28 8 

All schools 16 47 31 6 
 

New school inspection arrangements have been introduced from 1 January 2012. This means that 

inspectors make judgements that were not made previously.  

The data in the table above are for the period 1 September to 31 December 2011 and represent 

judgements that were made under the school inspection arrangements that were introduced on 1 

September 2009. These data are consistent with the latest published official statistics about 

maintained school inspection outcomes (see www.ofsted.gov.uk).  

The sample of schools inspected during 2010/11 was not representative of all schools nationally, as 

weaker schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.  

Primary schools include primary academy converters. Secondary schools include secondary academy 

converters, sponsor-led academies and city technology colleges. Special schools include special 

academy converters and non-maintained special schools.  

Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100.  
 



Inspection report: Headington Quarry Foundation Stage School, 19–20 June 2012 10 of 12 
 

 

 

Common terminology used by inspectors 

Achievement: the progress and success of a pupil in their 
learning and development taking account of their 
attainment. 

 
Attainment:  the standard of the pupils’ work shown by test and 

examination results and in lessons. 
 

Attendance: the regular attendance of pupils at school and in 
lessons, taking into account the school’s efforts to 
encourage good attendance. 

 
Behaviour: how well pupils behave in lessons, with emphasis 

on their attitude to learning. Pupils’ punctuality to 

lessons and their conduct around the school. 
 
Capacity to improve: the proven ability of the school to continue 

improving based on its self-evaluation and what 
the school has accomplished so far and on the 
quality of its systems to maintain improvement. 

 
Floor standards: the national minimum expectation of attainment 

and progression measures. 
 

Leadership and management: the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities, 
not just the governors and headteacher, to 
identifying priorities, directing and motivating staff 

and running the school. 
 
Learning: how well pupils acquire knowledge, develop their 

understanding, learn and practise skills and are 
developing their competence as learners. 

 

Overall effectiveness: inspectors form a judgement on a school’s overall 
effectiveness based on the findings from their 
inspection of the school. 

 
Progress: the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons and 

over longer periods of time. It is often measured 
by comparing the pupils’ attainment at the end of a 

key stage with their attainment when they started. 
 
Safety: how safe pupils are in school, including in lessons; 

and their understanding of risks. Pupils’ freedom 
from bullying and harassment. How well the school 
promotes safety, for example e-learning. 
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and  
carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted’s 

main findings from the inspection of their school. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
20 June 2012 
 

Dear Children 
 
Inspection of Headington Quarry Foundation Stage School, Oxford OX3 
8LH 

 
Thank you for the lovely welcome I received when I came to visit your Nursery. The 
adults plan exciting activities for you to take part in as you learn and play. You go to 

a good Nursery. Those who look after you at home agree. 
 
These are the things I found out about your Nursery. 

 The way you are looked after, cared for and kept safe is excellent. I could see 
that you all enjoy yourselves as you play and learn safely. 

 Behaviour is outstanding whether you are inside or outside in the play area.  

 You all learn how to get on with each other and the adults who help you. 
 Teaching is good and often provides lots of the interesting activities. 
 Those of you who speak English as an additional language make excellent 

progress. 
 By the time you leave to go into a Reception class most of you reach levels that 

are above those expected for you ages.   
 

I have asked the staff to do two things to improve the education you receive. 
 Check that the activities you are given help you all to make the best possible 

progress. 

 Make sure you have more computers so that you can learn about lots of things 
without having to wait too long for your turn. I saw that you really enjoy 
looking at books and listening to adults tell you stories. It is fun to use 

computers to listen to stories, using earphones, and look at the words and 
pictures on the screen. I have asked the school to let you try this.  

 

You too can help by continuing to do your best as you play and learn. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Nina Bee 
Lead inspector 
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspect ions', which is available 

from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy 

of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 


