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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects 

to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for 

learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the 

Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and 

training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and 

inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.  

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as 

you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.  
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 

registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

Bisley Pre-school Playgroup is managed by a committee of parents. It opened in 
1970 and operates from a classroom, an enclosed outside area and the main 
school playground at Bisley Bluecoat  Primary School near Stroud, Gloucestershire. 

The playgroup is registered on the Early Years Register and may provide care for a 
maximum of 14 children in the early years age group at any one time. The group is 
open during term times on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9am to 
12.45pm.There are currently 22 children on roll; all are in the early years age 

group. The playgroup receives funding to provide free early education for children 
aged three and four-years-old. Children come from within the village or from the 
surrounding areas. The staff offer support to children with learning difficulties 

and/or disabilities. The playgroup employs three members of staff, all hold 
appropriate early years qualifications. The staff are supported by parents on rota 
duty. The playgroup has close links with the school. 

 
 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 

Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 
Children are very happy, well behaved and settle quickly into play. Their individual 

needs are met well through the key person system and good adult interactions. 
Good partnerships with parents and other early years settings, including the local 
school have developed. Some routines mean that older children's independence is 

not fully promoted during snack times. The staff and management have completed 
the self-evaluation process and have clearly identified areas to improve. Both staff 
and management demonstrate a commitment and drive to improve the care 
provided.  

 
 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 
further? 
 

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 consider the organisation of routines, with particular attention to snack times, 

so that older children are able to develop their independence further    
 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 
Safeguarding procedures are good and staff are clear about what to do if they 
have any concerns about children in their care. Detailed records of any accidents 

that may occur are kept and shared with parents. Detailed risk assessments that 
cover all aspects of the setting are completed. Staff are vigilant in their supervision 
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of the children.  
 
Resources are easy to access and children are able to self-select what they would 
like to play with during the session. Staff actively promote equality and diversity 

and all children are treated with equal care and concern. All children are included 
in all activities during the sessions. Staff have developed good links with other 
professionals, such as nursery's, childminder's and the school and they regularly 

share information about children's learning and development. The key person 
system works well and staff know the children and their families very well. Good 
partnerships with parents are in place and regular sharing of information ensures 

parents are kept informed about their child's progress. Both fathers and mothers 
offer help during sessions, which means they feel included in their child's day at 
the setting.  

 
Both staff and management have completed a detailed self-evaluation. They have 
clearly identified areas to develop and improve which will benefit the children in 

their care. Staff demonstrate a drive and ambition to improve their practice and 
strive to keep their childcare knowledge up-to-date.  
 
 

 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 
Children enjoy their time at the setting. They are confident and comfortable in 
their surroundings. Children demonstrate they feel safe and secure as they play. 

They understand the rules of the setting and are polite and well behaved. For 
example, children say 'please' and 'thank you' with little or no promoting from 
staff. Children are beginning to learn about sharing and taking turns through 
careful guidance and explanations from staff. Children take part in a wide range of 

activities that help develop their imagination and creativity. For example, children 
have easy access to writing materials, paints and books. Children enjoy looking at 
books alone and with staff. Children enjoy tidying up at the end of sessions and 

when they are either getting ready for snacks or going outside. Children are 
encouraged to wipe the tables and put toys away.  
 

Children are beginning to understand about healthy lifestyles. They understand 
about hand washing after being outside, after using the toilet and before eating. 
Children are provided with healthy snacks. This is a social time when children and 

staff sit together and chat. However, at times, the cups and plates and food are 
already put on the table when children return from hand washing and staff and 
parents tend to pour the children's drinks for them. As a result, older children's 

independence is not fully encouraged and their involvement in the preparation for 
snack time is limited. Children enjoy outside play. They are fully aware of safety as 
they understand they must wear crash hats when riding the bikes or scooters.  
Staff are good role models and when children ask a member of staff to ride a bike 

with them, she also wears a crash hat. Children have access to the small play area 
and the large school playground where they are able to explore, climb, balance, 
run around and ride their bikes freely.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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