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Introduction 

 
 
Inspection team 
 

 
Peter Harrison Additional Inspector 

Philip Scott Additional Inspector 

Declan McCauley 
 

Additional Inspector 
 

  

This inspection was carried out with two days’ notice. Inspectors observed 28 lessons 
taught by 11 teachers, including joint observations with the leadership team. The 
inspectors held meetings with representatives of the governing body, staff, pupils, 

parents and carers. Inspectors observed the school’s work, looked at a sample of 
documentation and policies for strategic planning and safeguarding. Examples of 
pupils’ work were examined and monitoring records were evaluated. They also 
scrutinised 143 parents’ and carers’ questionnaires in addition to questionnaires from 

pupils and teachers.  
 
 

Information about the school 
  

The school is larger than the average primary school. The percentage of pupils 
known to be eligible for free school meals is below the national average. Almost all 
pupils are from White British backgrounds. The proportion of disabled pupils and 

those supported by school action plus or with a statement of special educational 
needs is below average. The school has gained Healthy School Status. The school 
meets the current floor standards, which are the minimum standards expected by 

the government.  
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Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory and 4 is inadequate  

Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms  

 

Inspection judgements 

 
Overall Effectiveness 2 

 
Achievement of pupils 2 

Quality of teaching  2 

Behaviour and safety of pupils  2 

Leadership and management  2 

 
 
Key Findings 
 
 This is a good school. It is not yet an outstanding because whilst there is much 

good teaching which engages pupils there are some inconsistencies. Teachers 
miss opportunities to allow pupils to take responsibility for their own learning 
and questioning is not always as effective as it could be. This results in progress 

being good rather than outstanding. 
 

 Pupils’ achievement is good. From starting points, broadly typical for their age 
on entry to the Early Years Foundation Stage, pupils make good progress to 

attain standards that are above average by the end of Year 6. Progress at all 
key stages in the school is good.  

 

 Teaching is good as a result of the good focus on this aspect of the school’s 
work from school leaders. Teachers have good subject knowledge and have 
good relationships with the pupils. They make clear what pupils will learn and 

check their understanding effectively during lessons. Occasionally there is too 
much teacher direction with missed opportunities for pupils to learn 
independently.  

 
 Behaviour is good in lessons and around the school. Attendance is above the 

national average and safeguarding in the school is effective. Pupils say they feel 

safe in school and enjoy coming to school. Their attitudes to learning are 
usually good.  
 

 Leadership and management are good. The senior leadership team have 

implemented strategies to improve pupils’ progress and manage staff 
performance well. Although these have resulted in improved progress, it is still 
not outstanding. Senior leaders monitor the work of the school well and have a 

good knowledge of the strengths and weaknesses. The governing body 
discharges its duties effectively and provides good support and challenge to the 
school. 
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What does the school need to do to improve further? 
 

 Eliminate inconsistencies in the quality of teaching and learning by: 
- standardising teachers’ use of questioning skills 
- ensuring marking is consistent. 

 
 Increase pupils’ independence in their learning by: 

- ensuring teachers plan additional opportunities for independent learning 

- exploiting opportunities for pupils to use information and communication 
technology effectively. 

 

 

Main Report 
 

Achievement of pupils 
 
Pupils enjoy their lessons. They work hard and are eager to improve their work. They 

respond well to effective teaching that stimulates their learning and enjoy being 
actively involved in independent learning when they are given the opportunity. 
During an English lesson in Year 4, pupils were enthused by imaginative and creative 

teaching of Ghanaian proverbs. They responded positively to challenging activities 
which resulted in outstanding progress. The high quality teaching and stimulating 
activities, with accurate well-focused challenge, results in good learning and 

motivated pupils. 
 
Pupils achieve well in all key stages. Attainment on entry to the school is declining 
but is broadly in line with expectations for the children’s ages. By the end of the 

Reception Year and at the end of Year 2 attainment is above average. Attainment in 
reading at the end of Key Stage 1 is above average. Pupils’ attainment in reading at 
the end of Key Stage 2 is above average and has been so for the last three years. 

Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2 is above average in English and mathematics. 
All groups of pupils, including those who are disabled and those who have special 
educational needs, make good progress at all key stages. The very small proportion 

of pupils known to be eligible for free school meals achieve better than other pupils. 
The vast majority of parents and carers are of the opinion that their children enjoy 
school and are making good progress as confirmed by the inspection findings.  

 
Quality of teaching 
 

All parents and carers who responded to the inspection questionnaire believe that 
pupils are taught well and make good progress. In good or better lessons, teachers 
have good subject knowledge and encourage pupils to make good progress. Most, 
but not all, teachers explain clearly to pupils what they will learn and what they need 

to do in order to succeed. There is brisk pace in lessons and teachers make good use 
of both physical resources and teaching assistants to support pupils. Not enough 
opportunities are created for pupils to learn independently. Assessment is used 

effectively to ensure work is matched to the needs of all pupils.  In less effective 
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lessons, there is a lack of pace with more emphasis on teachers over directing 
learning and work is less well matched to the needs of all pupils. Questioning skills 
are less well developed. In all lessons observed relationships between teachers, 

support assistants and pupils were good. Homework is used effectively to extend 
learning. In lessons observed, there were opportunities for pupils to increase their 
skills in both English and mathematics but limited opportunities for pupils to use their 

skills in information and communication technology (ICT) to support their learning. 
Pupils are provided with opportunities to understand cost, selling price and profit that 
develop their economic well-being. There are some inconsistencies in teachers’ 

marking. It is generally informative but does not consistently identify precise areas 
for development. 
 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage, a range of engaging activities capture the 
imagination of the children and there are ample opportunities for independent 
learning. There is a good balance of activities directed by the teacher and those 

children choose for themselves. Children work cooperatively, using a variety of 
resources creatively to develop speaking and listening skills. The use of outdoor play 
stimulated children’s creativity and physical development. Basic writing skills, such as 
finger spacing and sentence construction, are covered thoroughly with support and 

challenge from teachers and support assistants. The teaching of reading is a strong 
feature in the curriculum. There is effective teaching of phonics linking letters and 
sounds.  

 
Behaviour and safety of pupils 
 

Pupils enjoy coming to school and feel safe. Most parents and carers believe 
behaviour in school is good. Some parents and carers expressed concern about how 
pupils behave in the school. Inspectors investigated these concerns and found pupils 

behave well in lessons and around school. The school’s records of inappropriate 
behaviour and bullying indicate that incidents are low. There are very few incidents 
of racial harassment in the school with only minor incidences of bullying. Attendance 

in school is above average and rising, with very low levels of persistent absenteeism.  
 
Leadership and management 
 

The headteacher has a significant impact on driving improvement in the school and 
is well supported by the senior leadership team, middle managers and staff who all 
have the shared vision of raising attainment and pupils’ progress. The school has 

addressed all areas for improvement well from the last inspection. There is effective 
assessment of pupils’ achievement as they move through the school. This enables 
early identification of pupils’ needs. The assessment of the quality of teaching and 

learning is accurate and agrees with inspection findings. Well-targeted professional 
development, supported by performance management and the sharing of good 
practice, contributes to raising the standard of teaching and learning and pupils’ 

achievement in the school. The capacity to improve further is good. 
 
The curriculum is good with a strong emphasis on developing basic skills in 

mathematics and English. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural education has a strong 
presence in the curriculum. The school has a systematic approach to teaching 
reading. As pupils’ progress through the school, they have opportunities to analyse 
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authors’ use of language, the storyline and characterisation. Well-planned 
enrichment activities, including educational visits and guest speakers extend pupils 
knowledge of other faiths and cultures. There is a wide range of opportunities in the 

school to enrich the curriculum, including sporting, artistic and environmental 
activities. The school promotes equality and tackles discrimination firmly. The 
school’s processes for safeguarding and safer recruitment are good and comply with 

government recommendations. 
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Glossary 

 
What inspection judgements mean 
 
Grade  Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding These features are highly effective. An outstanding school 
provides exceptionally well for all its pupils' needs. 

Grade 2 Good These are very positive features of a school. A school that is 
good is serving its pupils well. 

Grade 3 Satisfactory These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory school 

is providing adequately for its pupils. 

Grade 4 Inadequate These features are not of an acceptable standard. An 
inadequate school needs to make significant improvement in 
order to meet the needs of its pupils. Ofsted inspectors will 

make further visits until it improves. 

 

Overall effectiveness of schools 
 

 Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools) 

Type of school Outstanding Good Satisfactory Inadequate 

Nursery schools 54 42 2 2 

Primary schools 14 49 32 6 

Secondary schools 20 39 34 7 

Special schools 33 45 20 3 

Pupil referral units 9 55 28 8 

All schools 16 47 31 6 

 
New school inspection arrangements have been introduced from 1 January 2012. This means that 

inspectors make judgements that were not made previously.  

 

The data in the table above are for the period 1 September to 31 December 2011 and represent 

judgements that were made under the school inspection arrangements that were introduced on 1 

September 2009. These data are consistent with the latest published official statistics about 

maintained school inspection outcomes (see www.ofsted.gov.uk).  

 

The sample of schools inspected during 2010/11 was not representative of all schools nationall y, as 

weaker schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.  

 

Primary schools include primary academy converters. Secondary schools include secondary academy 

converters, sponsor-led academies and city technology colleges. Special schools include special 

academy converters and non-maintained special schools.  

 

Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100.  
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Common terminology used by inspectors 
 
Achievement: the progress and success of a pupil in their learning and 

development taking account of their attainment. 

  

Attainment:  

 
 
Attendance: 

the standard of the pupils' work shown by test and 

examination results and in lessons. 
 
the regular attendance of pupils at school and in lessons, 

taking into account the school’s efforts to encourage good 
attendance. 

  

Behaviour how well pupils behave in lessons, with emphasis on their 
attitude to learning. Pupils' punctuality to lessons and their 
conduct around the school. 

  

Capacity to improve: 

 
 
 

 
Floor standards: 

the proven ability of the school to continue improving based 

on its self-evaluation and what the school has accomplished 
so far and on the quality of its systems to maintain 
improvement. 

 
the national minimum expectation of attainment and 
progression measures. 

  

Leadership and 

management: 

the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities, not just 

the governors and headteacher, to identifying priorities, 
directing and motivating staff and running the school. 

  

Learning: how well pupils acquire knowledge, develop their 
understanding, learn and practise skills and are developing 
their competence as learners. 

  

Overall effectiveness: inspectors form a judgement on a school's overall 

effectiveness based on the findings from their inspection of 
the school. 

  

Progress: the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons and over 
longer periods of time. It is often measured by comparing 

the pupils' attainment at the end of a key stage with their 
attainment when they started. 

  

Safety how safe pupils are in school, including in lessons; and their 
understanding of risks. Pupils' freedom from bullying and 

harassment. How well the school promotes safety, for 
example e-learning. 
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and carers 
to share with their children. It describes Ofsted's main 
findings from the inspection of their school. 

 

 
25 April 2012 
 
Dear Pupils 
 

Inspection of Richmond Methodist Primary School, Richmond, DL10 7BH 


Thank you for making the team so welcome when we inspected your school. We 
particularly enjoyed talking with you about your school and your work. We were 
impressed by your good behaviour, your politeness and the care and consideration 

you show to each other. Your school takes good care of you and you feel safe in 
school. Your attendance to school is very regular – well done! 

 

You go to a good school and your headteacher and governing body know how to 
make it even better. Your teachers make your lessons fun, especially when you 
actively explore and learn together. You told us how much you enjoy coming to 

school because you like your teachers, your lessons, lunchtime and after-school clubs 
and visits. Your parents and carers also like the school. 
 

In order to help you reach even higher standards and make quicker progress, I am 
asking your teachers to make sure that: 
 

 you have more opportunities to find out things for yourselves and make full use 
of the ICT equipment that is available to you in the school to support your 
learning in different subjects 

 they provide you with feedback through marking that will help you identify what 

you need to do improve the standard of your work 
 they extend your learning by asking more questions of you. 
 

You can help by doing your best in lessons and by continuing to attend school 
regularly. 

 

We wish you every success in the future. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Peter Harrison 
Lead inspector 
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspect ions', which is available 

from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy 

of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

 

  


