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telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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Introduction
This inspection was carried out by one of Her Majesty's Inspectors and one additional
inspector. The inspectors visited 10 sessions, and held meetings with the principal,
staff, representatives of the governing body and spoke informally with parents and
carers and children. They observed the school's work, and looked at a range of
evidence including planning and assessment records, minutes of the governing body
meetings, self-evaluation, children’s learning journeys, staff questionnaires and 27
parent and carer questionnaires.
The inspection team reviewed many aspects of the school's work. It looked in detail
at a number of key areas.






The emphasis on how well communication, language and literacy are being
promoted for different groups, including children speaking English as an
additional language and boys.
The effectiveness of the school’s strategies to promote community cohesion.
The effectiveness of the governing body when holding the school to account.
The success of strategies used by the school to tackle attendance issues.

Information about the school
Collyhurst Nursery School is an average-sized nursery school. The vast majority of
children are of White British heritage and there are a small number from minority
ethnic groups, largely African heritage. The proportion of pupils known to be eligible
for free school meals is above average as is the number of children who have special
educational needs and/or disabilities. The school provides a breakfast and after
school club and holiday care. The school receives funding for two-year-old children.
The school has achieved the gold Manchester Healthy Schools Award.
Collyhurst Children’s Centre operates out of the same building. The work of the
school and the centre is under the leadership of the school principal who is
accountable to the governing body. The children’s centre was inspected by Ofsted in
2011.
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Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory and 4 is inadequate
Please tur n to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

Inspection judgements
Overall effectiveness: how good is the school?

2

The school's capacity for sustained improvement

2

Main Findings
‘This school is everything this area needs’ and ‘an amazing school’ are typical of
comments expressed by parents and carers who are overwhelmingly supportive of
the school and staff. This helps to confirm why Collyhurst Nursery School is a good
school. The nursery school environment is warm and welcoming and one in which a
caring and motivated staff team know the children well and have high expectations
for them. As a result, children are confident, keen to learn and make good progress.
Children from a young age learn to be extremely proud of the community in which
they live. They establish good relationships with the emergency services and describe
how the police ‘drive cars and help people’. They also are aware of the needs of
others and raise money for various charities. Children embrace opportunities to learn
how families from other cultures celebrate and show an excellent understanding of
how their actions may affect others.
Teaching continues to improve through thoughtful questioning and by giving children
the opportunity to think through problems. This allows them to use their initiative
and make decisions. A significant amount of work has been undertaken to ensure all
children’s individual needs are met. The highly effective key worker system and
detailed observations ensure assessment is accurate and clearly informs the next
steps children need to make. Sharing the learning journeys with parents and carers
and the value given to their comments enhance the system.
The rich learning environment offers well-planned and purposeful activities across all
six areas of learning. Outdoor areas are generally used well and offer an
environment where children can be physically active and exuberant. The school is
aware of the need to develop the outdoor area further.
The support given to families in the most vulnerable of situations is superb. ‘It means
the world to me’ was one heartfelt message from a carer whose life and that of her
family had been significantly improved. The school promotes a highly inclusive
approach where all children learn to respect one other. As a consequence, children
thrive and have a positive attitude to learning.
The dedicated leadership from the principal drives the school forward. All staff say
they ‘are proud’ to be part of the school. The senior leadership team have high
expectations and, as a result, staff are motivated to excel. The governing body
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demonstrate a keen knowledge of the school and are kept well informed. However,
some documentation is in need of updating. The improvement over time
demonstrates accurate self-evaluation. This determines that the schools capacity to
improve is good.

What does the school need to do to improve further?



Further improve the outdoor area by extending the opportunities available
across all six areas of learning.
Review all documentation and ensure information is updated on a regular basis.

Outcomes for individuals and groups of children

2

The skills and knowledge that the children have when they start at the nursery is
variable but broadly in line with age related expectations. The large majority of
children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities and those
with English as an additional language make good progress across all the areas of
learning. Children enjoy school and are excited by the activities. In a language-rich
environment, children are eager to participate and apply their skills well. Writing is
promoted very well as children use pens with confidence and attempt to write their
names as they arrive in the morning.
Children confidently chant numbers and calculate how many Christmas decorations
are needed for everyone to have an equal amount. They show high levels of
concentration as they spend time wrapping presents for Santa and attempt to thread
ribbon through gift tags. Children enjoy discovering how magnets work and show
delight when they discover that they have made a chime bar from the metal objects.
Information and communication technology is used well as children practise on the
interactive whiteboard and use the computer mouse with ease. In the outdoor area
children show awareness of space as they skilfully pedal the bikes at some speed
safely around the area.
Children establish warm, caring and secure relationships with staff and follow simple
instructions very well. For example, following a hailstorm when the ground was
covered in ice, children were more cautious yet keen to investigate as they
experimented sliding their feet on an unfamiliar surface. Children have a good
understanding of safe ways to use equipment and remind their friends of how to
hold the handlebars correctly on the bikes.
Children demonstrate a good understanding of what being healthy means. They
eagerly participate in the energetic ‘wake up and shake up’ session at the beginning
of the day and extend their knowledge as they talk with confidence about muscles
and cooling down. Children are aware of different feelings as they describe why
someone may be angry or sad and recognise how their behaviour affects others.
Fresh fruit is freely available and children help themselves to it throughout the
morning.
Children are generally considerate to each other, respond well to frequent praise and
are polite. Adults provide a host of opportunities for children to engage with the
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community. Children have demonstrated a great commitment to charity work and
have raised money for several charities including Children in Need and Action Medical
Research. Good relationships have been established with the local emergency
services and children have been able to explore a fire engine, use the fire hose and
test the sirens. Through a creative collaboration with artists the children and parents
and carers produced wonderful portraits and mosaics. These are proudly displayed
throughout the centre. Children develop their understanding in regard to different
cultures and for their age have a very good appreciation of diversity. They take part
in Eid and Diwali celebrations and younger children enjoy tea and toast toddler
sessions run by the outreach worker at the local church. Children are beginning to
develop an understanding of recycling through the Eco-friendly project. While playing
outside, a sudden hailstorm enthralled the children. They looked in amazement as
the play area quickly became covered in ice. Children were able to take advantage of
this unexpected learning opportunity and they took great delight in scooping up the
hailstones and watching the ice melt through their fingers.

These are the grades for children's outcomes
Outcomes for children in the Ear ly Years Foundat ion Stage
Children's achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their learning
Taking into account:
Children's attainment 1
The quality of children's learning and their progress
The quality of lear ning for children with special educational needs and/or
disabilities and their progress
The extent to which children feel safe
Children's behav iour
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which children contribute to the school and wider community
The extent to which children develop wor kplace and other skills that will
contribute to their future economic well-being
Taking into account:
Children's attendance 1
The extent of children's spir itual, moral, social and cultural development

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
2

3
1

How effective is the provision?
Teachers and teaching assistants work as a team. This contributes to the
improvement in teaching across the school. Staff know the children exceptionally well
and they provide well-planned activities that capture children’s interest. Exciting
teaching engages the children and they have great fun demonstrating this as they
sing action songs in dinosaur, robot and animal voices. Good use is made of music to
accompany activities and children enjoyed the disco dough session as they moulded
and shaped the dough to music.
An emphasis on speaking and listening is embedded in the teaching and curriculum.
As a result, children develop their skills in this area. Children are given time to solve
problems and questioning is used well to extend learning. A good balance of adultled group work and child-initiated activities is in place, including the use of the
1

The grades for attainment and attendance are: 1 is high; 2 is above average; 3 is broadly average;
and 4 is low

Inspection report: Collyhurst Nursery School, 7–8 December 2011

7 of 13

outdoor area. The layout of the room is carefully planned and displays are of a high
quality. A separate area enables small adult-led group work to take place in a quiet
environment. A good range of resources including natural materials are easily
accessible for children to investigate. Some focused activities take place in the
outdoor area. However, at this time the emphasis is on physical play and resources
do not extend across all the areas of learning. Outdoor areas for the younger
children have been developed and provide more purposeful activities.
Assessment is used exceptionally well to ensure activities are closely linked to
individual learning. Children’s progress is recorded in detailed learning journeys
through notes and photographs. These identify clearly the next steps for children and
provide an invaluable record to share with parents and carers and when making the
transition to Reception.
Key workers provide exceptional support for children’s well-being. For those children
who require additional support, visual aids and adapting activities ensure individual
needs are met. Simple hand expressions are used to aid communication. There is an
emphasis on promoting social and emotional development, where children are
encouraged to discuss feelings and celebrate being star of the week. A recent antibullying campaign reminded children of the importance of being kind and showing
respect for one another. Seamless links with the children’s centre ensure the families
who are most vulnerable due to their circumstances receive the care and support
needed from range of agencies.

These are the grades for the quality of provision
The quality of prov ision in the Ear ly Years Foundat ion Stage
The quality of teaching
Taking into account:
The use of assessment to support learning
The extent to which the curr iculum meets children's needs, including, where
relevant, through partnerships
The effectiveness of care, guidance and support

2
2
1
2
1

How effective are leadership and management?
The inspirational leadership of the principal has brought about improvements which
have enhanced the quality of teaching and ultimately improved the learning and
development for children. A quality assurance framework is used most successfully
across the whole staff. This leads to high expectations for all staff and a focus on
personal development. As a consequence, morale is high and enthusiasm is
apparent. The introduction of peer monitoring has enabled staff to understand their
weaknesses and build on their strengths. The success of training in the effective use
of questions is apparent as staff use open-ended questions to encourage children to
problem solve and encourage other children to offer solutions. Self-evaluation of the
school's strengths and weaknesses is accurate and there is a shared vision for
continuing improvement.
The governing body is kept well informed of developments and has a good
knowledge of the local area. The effective governing body meeting minutes reflect
how the school development plan is monitored and evidence on how suggestions
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from the governing body have been put into practice. For example, by making
contact with parents and carers on the first day of absence, attendance has
improved. High-quality procedures are in place for most aspects of safeguarding.
However, the scrutiny of documentation is not always effective to ensure information
is up-to-date.
Partnerships with parents and carers are excellent. ‘Staff are fabulous’ is a typical
comment. Families are fully encouraged to be involved in their children’s learning and
strong relationships are in place. The ‘All about me’ booklet provides a highly
effective link between the home and school and establishes an early bond between
the parents and carers and key workers. Parents and carers are encouraged to
contribute to the boasting board to celebrate their child’s achievements. Excellent
partnerships with local schools enable transition arrangements to run smoothly.
Highly effective multi-agency links are in place due to the work of the deputy
principal and the outreach worker. This ensures families in difficult circumstances
receive appropriate support.
‘At the centre of all we do are our children.’ This statement reflects the highly
inclusive nature of the school. All children are treated as individuals and have equal
opportunity to learn and succeed. Community cohesion is promoted well. Children
took part in the ‘love where you live’ campaign to promote the positive aspects of
their community and planted flowers as part of Manchester in Bloom.

These are the grades for the leadership and management
The effectiveness of leadership and management in the Early Years Foundation
Stage
The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding ambit ion and
driv ing improvement
Taking into account:
The leadership and management of teaching and learning
The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and support ing the
school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and statutory responsibilities
met
The effectiveness of the school's engagement with parents and carers
The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being
The effectiveness with which the school promotes equality of opportunity and
tackles discrimination
The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures
The effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion
The effectiveness with which the school deploys resources to achieve value for
money

2
1
1

2
1
1
1
2
2
2

Views of parents and carers
There was a slightly lower than average response to the Ofsted questionnaires. All
parents and carers who did respond acknowledged that they are happy with their
children’s experience at this school, with one parent/carer saying, ‘It means the
world to me’. Parents and carers also felt that the school keeps their children safe.
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Responses from parents and carers to Ofsted's
questionnaire

Ofsted invited all the registered parents and carers of pupils registered at Collyhurst Nursery School to
complete a questionnaire about their views of the school.
In the questionnaire, parents and carers were asked to recor d how strongly they agreed with 13
statements about the school.
The inspector received 27 completed questionnaires by the end of the on-site inspection. In total,
there are 95 pupils registered at the school.
Statements
My child enjoys school
The school keeps my child
safe
The school informs me
about my child's progress
My child is making enough
progress at this school
The teaching is good at
this school
The school helps me to
suppor t my child's learning
The school helps my child
to have a healthy lifestyle
The school makes sure that
my child is well prepared
for the future (for example
changing year gr oup,
changing school, and for
children w ho are finishing
school, entering further or
higher education, or
entering employment)
The school meets my
child's par ticular needs
The school deals effectively
with unacceptable
behaviour
The school takes account
of my suggestions and
concerns
The school is led and
managed effectively
Overall, I am happy with
my child's experience at
this school

Strongly
agree
Total
%
22
81

Agree

Disagree

Total
5

%
19

Total
0

%
0

Strongly
disagree
Total
%
0
0

25

93

2

7

0

0

0

0

21

78

6

22

0

0

0

0

22

81

5

19

0

0

0

0

23

85

4

15

0

0

0

0

22

81

5

19

0

0

0

0

22

81

5

19

0

0

0

0

19

70

6

22

0

0

0

0

21

78

5

19

0

0

0

0

21

78

6

22

0

0

0

0

19

70

8

30

0

0

0

0

23

85

4

15

0

0

0

0

23

85

4

15

0

0

0

0

The table above summarises the responses that parents and carers made to each statement. The
percentages indicate the proportion of parents and carers giving that response out of the total number
of completed questionnaires. Where one or more parents and carers chose not to answer a par ticular
question, the percentages will not add up to 100%.
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Glossary
What inspection judgements mean
Grade
Grade 1

Judgement
Outstanding

Grade 2

Good

Grade 3

Satisfactory

Grade 4

Inadequate

Description
These features are highly effective. An outstanding
school provides exceptionally well for all its pupils'
needs.
These are very positive features of a school. A school
that is good is serving its pupils well.
These features are of reasonable quality. A
satisfactory school is providing adequately for its
pupils.
These features are not of an acceptable standard. An
inadequate school needs to make significant
improvement in order to meet the needs of its pupils.
Ofsted inspectors will make further visits until it
improves.

Overall effectiveness of schools
Type of
school
Nursery schools
Primary schools
Secondary
schools
Sixth forms
Special schools
Pupil referral
units
All schools

Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools)
Outstanding
Good
Satisfactory
Inadequate
43
6

47
46

10
42

0
6

14

36

41

9

15
30

42
48

41
19

3
3

14

50

31

5

10

44

39

6

New school inspection arrangements were introduced on 1 September 2009. This means that
inspectors now make some additional judgements that were not made previously.
The data in the table above is for the period 1 September 2010 to 08 April 2011 and are consistent
with the latest published official statistics about maintained school inspection outcomes (see
www.ofsted.gov.uk).
The sample of schools inspected during 2010/11 was not representative of all schools nationally, as
weaker schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.
Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100. Sixth form figures reflect the
judgements made for the overall effectiveness of the sixth form in secondary schools, special schools
and pupil referral units.
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Common terminology used by inspectors
Achievement:

the progress and success of a pupil in their
learning, development or training.

Attainment:

the standard of the pupils' work shown by test
and examination results and in lessons.

Capacity to improve:

the proven ability of the school to continue
improving. Inspectors base this judgement on
what the school has accomplished so far and on
the quality of its systems to maintain
improvement.

Leadership and management:

the contribution of all the staff with
responsibilities, not just the headteacher, to
identifying priorities, directing and motivating staff
and running the school.

Learning:

how well pupils acquire knowledge, develop their
understanding, learn and practise skills and are
developing their competence as learners.

Overall effectiveness:

inspectors form a judgement on a school's overall
effectiveness based on the findings from their
inspection of the school. The following
judgements, in particular, influence what the
overall effectiveness judgement will be.
The school's capacity for sustained
improvement.
Outcomes for individuals and groups of
pupils.
The quality of teaching.
The extent to which the curriculum meets
pupils' needs, including, where relevant,
through partnerships.
The effectiveness of care, guidance and
support.

Progress:

the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons
and over longer periods of time. It is often
measured by comparing the pupils' attainment at
the end of a key stage with their attainment when
they started.
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and carers
to share with their children. It describes Ofsted's main
findings from the inspection of their school.

9 December 2011
Dear Children
Inspection of Collyhurst Nursery School, Manchester, M40 7QD
Thank you for being so kind to me when I came to visit your nursery school. I
enjoyed talking to you and watching the exciting things that you do. I really liked
your learning journeys. These show all the fun activities you do every day. I was
pleased to see how you sit and practise your writing with the grown-ups who bring
you to school and how you helped me write my notes. It was wonderful to see your
fascination with the hailstorm and how you enjoyed sliding and feeling the ice
afterwards.
You showed me that Collyhurst Nursery is a good school where all the adults take
excellent care of you. They remind you how to behave well so everyone enjoys
playing together. Your nursery school is always looking for ways to improve. To help
them with this we have asked them to look at their school records and make your
outdoor area even more exciting with more activities for you to learn from.
Enjoy your time at nursery and continue to have lots of fun.
Yours sincerely,
Kathryn Gethin
Her Majesty's Inspector
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspect ions', which is available
from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy
of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquir ies@ofsted.gov.uk.

