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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of
all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and
Family Court Advisor y Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, wor k-based
learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and trainin g in prisons and
other secure establishments. It rates council children's ser vices, and inspects services for looked after
children, safeguarding and child protection.
Further copies of this repor t are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2 005, the school
must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not
exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial purposes, as long as you give details
of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.
To receive regular email aler ts about new publications, including survey repor ts and school inspection
reports, please visit our website and go to 'Subscribe'.
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Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
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enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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Introduction
This inspection was carried out by one of Her Majesty's Inspectors and four
additional inspectors. The inspection team observed 45 lessons and 45 teachers.
They held meetings with staff, groups of students and the Chair of the Governing
Body; the School Improvement Partner was interviewed on the telephone. Inspectors
observed the school’s work, and looked at a range of documentation, including
progress data and records relating to the safeguarding of students. They analysed
the responses to questionnaires from 419 parents and carers, 254 students and 81
members of staff.
The inspection team reviewed many aspects of the school's work. It looked in detail
at a number of key areas.
■

■
■

Students’ attainment and the progress they make; especially those with lower
levels of attainment when they enter the school and those with special
educational needs and/or disabilities.
The school’s strategies to tackle instances of student absence.
The quality of leadership and governance and the ability to sustain
improvements.



Information about the school
This is a larger than average size secondary school serving an area of significant
social and economic disadvantage. The proportion of students from minority ethnic
backgrounds is very high compared to the national average. Students originate from
59 different countries and speak more than 50 languages. Pakistani heritage
students make up the largest ethnic group representing almost half of the students.
The proportion of students with special educational needs and/or disabilities is well
above the national average. The school has a base for students with physical
disabilities. The proportion of students eligible for free school meals is higher than
average; the numbers who enter and leave the school other than at the usual times
is above average and there are approximately twenty percent more boys than girls.
The school is part of a large community complex that includes a leisure centre, an
adult learning centre, theatre and a public library. The school has received the
International School Award, the Gold Artsmark, the Sportsmark, the Extended
Schools Award and has twice been awarded the Inclusion Quality Mark.
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Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory and 4 is inadequate
Please tur n to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

Inspection judgements
Overall effectiveness: how good is the school?

2

The school's capacity for sustained improvement

2

Main findings
Abraham Moss is a good school characterised by outstanding levels of care, guidance
and support. Senior leaders have an ambitious vision for the school which is
communicated well to staff, parents and carers. The school has developed a range of
effective partnerships to promote learning and well-being. The school prides itself on
its inclusive policies which permeate all aspects of its work. Engagement with parents
and carers, particularly those who are hardest to reach, is outstanding, as is the
effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion.
Students’ attainment overall in GCSE examinations has improved year-on-year
although it remains consistently below the national average. Low levels of attainment
overall are affected by the intake of high numbers of students, often at different
times of the year, with little or no knowledge of English. Nevertheless, in some
subjects such as art and design, design technology, and computer studies,
attainment is significantly above the national average. Students make good progress,
given their starting points and for some groups and in some subjects progress is
outstanding. From 2008 to 2010 progress in English and mathematics was
significantly above the national average. Students of African heritage make
outstanding progress overall and those who speak English as an additional language
make outstanding progress in English.
The quality of teaching is good. Strong relationships underpin teaching and learning
so that lesson time is used effectively. The well-planned deployment of informed and
supportive teaching assistants aids the personal development, well-being and good
progress of students with special educational needs and/or disabilities. The
curriculum has a good range of courses to meet individual needs; extra-curricular
options enhance provision and support students’ good and outstanding personal
development. The school provides a safe environment within which to learn;
behaviour is good and exclusions are low. Strategies to improve attendance have
been successful; taking account of Eid and the medical absences of some students
with physical disabilities, attendance is satisfactory.
The governing body is developing its knowledge of the school with increasing levels
of information from the headteacher and from departmental presentations, but they
are at an early stage of monitoring the review of statutory policies and are not fully
involved in setting priorities for improvement. Good awareness of the strengths and
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priorities for the school by senior and middle leaders, effective development plans
and the smooth running of the school indicate good capacity to improve.
What does the school need to do to improve further?
■

Embed the best departmental practice more widely across the school to
continually raise attainment to be in line with that found nationally, particularly
in English and mathematics.

■

Improve overall attendance by continuing with successful strategies to reduce
absenteeism.

■

Enhance the effectiveness of the governing body to challenge and support the
school by improving levels of governor training.

Outcomes for individuals and groups of students

2

Overall, achievement is good. Results for 2011 indicate that attainment has steadily
improved and data shows that more students are making the higher levels of
progress than in previous years. In the majority of lessons, students make good
progress and are well motivated to learn. The outcomes for students’ personal
development and well-being are mostly good and outstanding. There is high
participation in extra-curricular sports and students are aware of the importance of
healthy eating. Students’ understanding of the factors affecting physical and mental
health and well-being is well supported through the curriculum in, for example,
personal, social, health and economic education, food technology and BTech sports.
The extent to which students feel safe in the school is outstanding. Students,
including the most vulnerable, reported that they are safe and confident in school;
bullying is not tolerated and the very few incidents that occur are dealt with swiftly
and effectively. Students are proud of and committed to their school community.
Many participate in the focus and consultation groups, such as the Building Schools
for the Future project and Learner Action Teams. Others offer support to younger
students through peer mentoring and by acting as sports leaders.
Students’ excellent social, moral and spiritual development is exemplified by the
harmonious and diverse community that is the school. Students relate to each other
very well and take responsibility for themselves and others including through systems
of restorative justice. Their high levels of cultural understanding are developed
through the strong tradition of art, drama, music and dance. Their global awareness
is enhanced by many international links across the continents. Students are well
prepared for their future economic well-being. They have an excellent understanding
of future options and how to achieve their aspirations, good financial literacy and
enjoy a good range of work experience and business links. Attendance is satisfactory
and improving and students are punctual to lessons and ready and prepared to work.
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These are the grades for students' outcomes
Students' achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their lear ning
Taking into account:
Students' attainment 1
The quality of students' lear ning and their progress
The quality of lear ning for students with special educational needs and/or
disabilities and their progress
The extent to which students feel safe
Students' behav iour
The extent to which students adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which students contribute to the school and wider community
The extent to which students develop wor kplace and ot her skills that will
contribute to their future economic well-being
Taking into account:
Students' attendance1
The extent of students' spir itual, moral, social and cultural development

2
4
2
2
1
2
1
1
2
3
1

How effective is the provision?
Teaching is good overall because teachers have good subject knowledge and vary
activities well; as a result, students sustain their motivation in lessons. In the best
lessons, teachers plan appropriately challenging work, good use is made of
interactive whiteboard technology and good opportunities exist for creative and
independent learning. For example, in a Year11 history lesson students engaged in a
well informed and enthusiastic debate on the Arab-Israeli conflict, well managed by
the teacher to ensure that all participated. In less effective lessons, teachers do not
use questioning sufficiently well to assess learning or deepen understanding and
work is not always planned that is appropriate to individual needs. Assessment of
students’ work is good overall and the best marking makes clear what they need to
do to improve.
The school’s philosophy of inclusion runs though its curriculum design resulting in
many good and some outstanding opportunities for learning. Alternative options
including vocational courses and links with other institutions, such as a local special
school helps provide for students’ complex needs. The extensive range of extracurricular activities ensures there is ‘something for everyone’. Sports are particularly
popular and contribute well to students’ adoption of healthy lifestyles.
Excellent transition arrangements ensure that students who join in Year 7 or at other
times settle into the school quickly and smoothly. Case studies for students whose
circumstances make them vulnerable, including those whose needs are multifaceted,
demonstrate the excellent support arrangements the school has with external
agencies, parents and carers. The school tracks well students’ progress in their
personal well-being. Intervention strategies are carefully designed, contributing to
the outstanding care, guidance and support students enjoy and exemplifying the
school’s deeply embedded concern for every student’s individual progress.

1

The grades for attainment and attendance are: 1 is high; 2 is above average; 3 is broadly average;
and 4 is low
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These are the grades for the quality of provision
The quality of teaching
Taking into account:
The use of assessment to support learning
The extent to which the curr iculum meets students' needs, including, where
relevant, through partnerships
The effectiveness of care, guidance and support

2
2
2
1

How effective are leadership and management?
Senior leaders communicate well their ambitions for the school. Staff at all levels are
well supported in their professional development resulting in a highly motivated and
committed team. The monitoring of teaching and learning is robust and informs
development planning and staff training. The tracking of students’ progress is well
established in Key Stage 4 and informs effective interventions. Tracking at Key Stage
3 is in the early stages of development. The governing body has an understanding of
the school’s strengths and priorities as presented by the headteacher and subject
departments but is not involved in improvement planning that is informed by its own
monitoring and evaluation of the school’s effectiveness.
The school’s work with students whose circumstances make them vulnerable,
including new overseas arrivals at the early stages of speaking English, is greatly
enhanced by its success in engaging parents and carers and this has led to some
excellent outcomes for these students. Regular consultation evenings together with
interim and end of year reports keep parents and carers well informed of their child’s
progress. Parenting classes on behaviour and attendance and on how to support
their child’s learning are highly appreciated. Partnership working is central to all
aspects of the school’s work. Many partnerships are specifically tailored to meet the
individual care needs of students. Academic partnerships with post-16 providers and
local universities help extend students’ ambitions and support their careers guidance.
The school’s excellent work on promoting equality and tackling discrimination is
exemplified by its deep understanding of its own community and the celebration of
diversity evident around the school. The school’s work has been recognised
nationally by its award of the Inclusion Quality Mark.
The school has robust safeguarding practices. These include safe recruitment
procedures, clear guidance and principles on child protection and sound risk
assessments.

These are the grades for the leadership and management
The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding ambit ion and
driv ing improvement
Taking into account:
The leadership and management of teaching and learning
The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and support ing the
school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and statutory responsibilities
met
The effectiveness of the school's engagement with parents and carers
The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being

2
2
3
1
1
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1
2
1
2

Views of parents and carers
Approximately one third of parents and carers gave their views and the great
majority of responses were supportive of the school and its management. A very
small minority did not feel that the school helped their child have a healthy lifestyle
or took account of their suggestions and concerns; inspectors judged these aspects
to be outstanding. A few did not feel that the school dealt effectively with
unacceptable behaviour; inspectors judged behaviour to be good overall. The
overwhelming majority of parents and carers reported that their child enjoyed
school; most felt their child was making sufficient progress and was safe. Ninety five
percent of those who expressed a view were happy overall with their child’s
experience at the school.
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Responses from parents and carers to Ofsted's
questionnaire

Ofsted invited all the registered parents and carers of students registered at Abraham Moss High
School to complete a questionnaire about their views of the school.
In the questionnaire, parents and carers were asked to recor d how strongly they agreed with 13
statements about the school.
The inspection team received 419 completed questionnaires by the end of the on-site inspection. In
total, there are 1,200 students registered at the school.
Statements
My child enjoys school
The school keeps my child
safe
The school informs me
about my child's progress
My child is making enough
progress at this school
The teaching is good at
this school
The school helps me to
suppor t my child's learning
The school helps my child
to have a healthy lifestyle
The school makes sure that
my child is well prepared
for the future (for example
changing year gr oup,
changing school, and for
children w ho are finishing
school, entering further or
higher education, or
entering employment)
The school meets my
child's par ticular needs
The school deals effectively
with unacceptable
behaviour
The school takes account
of my suggestions and
concerns
The school is led and
managed effectively
Overall, I am happy with
my child's experience at
this school

Strongly
agree
Total
%
181
43

Agree

Disagree

Total
226

%
54

Total
7

%
2

Strongly
disagree
Total
%
3
1

172

41

227

54

12

3

3

1

158

38

226

54

28

7

4

1

149

36

248

59

10

2

3

1

161

38

236

56

13

3

3

1

157

37

212

51

33

8

7

2

138

33

219

52

44

11

6

1

165

39

220

53

14

3

3

1

135

32

247

59

19

5

3

1

161

38

196

47

37

9

13

3

116

28

236

56

41

10

9

2

135

32

246

59

15

4

4

1

185

44

212

51

12

3

2

0

The table above summarises the responses that parents and carers made to each statement. The
percentages indicate the proportion of parents and carers giving that response out of the total number
of completed questionnaires. Where one or more parents and carers chose not to answer a par ticular
question, the percentages will not add up to 100%.
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Glossary
What inspection judgements mean
Grade
Grade 1

Judgement
Outstanding

Grade 2

Good

Grade 3

Satisfactory

Grade 4

Inadequate

Description
These features are highly effective. An outstanding
school provides exceptionally well for all its students'
needs.
These are very positive features of a school. A school
that is good is serving its students well.
These features are of reasonable quality. A
satisfactory school is providing adequately for its
students.
These features are not of an acceptable standard. An
inadequate school needs to make significant
improvement in order to meet the needs of its
students. Ofsted inspectors will make further visits
until it improves.

Overall effectiveness of schools
Type of
school
Nursery schools
Primary schools
Secondary
schools
Sixth forms
Special schools
Student referral
units
All schools

Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools)
Outstanding
Good
Satisfactory
Inadequate
43
6

47
46

10
42

0
6

14

36

41

9

15
30

42
48

41
19

3
3

14

50

31

5

10

44

39

6

New school inspection arrangements were introduced on 1 September 2009. This means that
inspectors now make some additional judgements that were not made previously.
The data in the table above is for the period 1 September 2010 to 08 April 2011 and are consistent
with the latest published official statistics about maintained school inspection outcomes (see
www.ofsted.gov.uk).
The sample of schools inspected during 2010/11 was not representative of all schools nationally, as
weaker schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.
Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100. Sixth form figures reflect the
judgements made for the overall effectiveness of the sixth form in secondary schools, special schools
and student referral units.
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Common terminology used by inspectors
Achievement:

the progress and success of a student in their
learning, development or training.

Attainment:

the standard of the students' work shown by test
and examination results and in lessons.

Capacity to improve:

the proven ability of the school to continue
improving. Inspectors base this judgement on
what the school has accomplished so far and on
the quality of its systems to maintain
improvement.

Leadership and management:

the contribution of all the staff with
responsibilities, not just the headteacher, to
identifying priorities, directing and motivating staff
and running the school.

Learning:

how well students acquire knowledge, develop
their understanding, learn and practise skills and
are developing their competence as learners.

Overall effectiveness:

inspectors form a judgement on a school's overall
effectiveness based on the findings from their
inspection of the school. The following
judgements, in particular, influence what the
overall effectiveness judgement will be.
The school's capacity for sustained
improvement.
Outcomes for individuals and groups of
students.
The quality of teaching.
The extent to which the curriculum meets
students' needs, including, where relevant,
through partnerships.
The effectiveness of care, guidance and
support.

Progress:

the rate at which students are learning in lessons
and over longer periods of time. It is often
measured by comparing the students' attainment
at the end of a key stage with their attainment
when they started.
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and carers
to share with their children. It describes Ofsted's main
findings from the inspection of their school.

14 October 2011
Dear Students
Inspection of Abraham Moss High School, Manchester, M8 5UF
I would like to thank you for welcoming the inspection team to your school. I am
pleased to be able to report that your school provides you with a good education
with some features that are outstanding. These were the things that we found during
our visit.
■
Abraham Moss is well led by the headteacher and senior team.
■
You make good progress during your time at the school. Your GCSE results are
the best in the school’s history. The majority of your teachers make lessons
interesting and work to ensure that you progress as well as you can. In turn,
you behave well in class and show enthusiasm for your work.
■
The care, guidance and support you receive are outstanding and contribute
significantly to your progress and well-being. You told us that you enjoy school
and feel safe.
■
The school provides a good range of curriculum options and extra-curricular
sports activities to match your needs and interests.
■
Your attendance has improved, but some of you still do not attend school
regularly and this is affecting your chances to succeed.
■
You make a very positive contribution through the student voice in school and
by helping younger students through activities such as sports leadership.
■
You have a very good understanding of a range of cultures and traditions and
show respect for others.
You are rightly proud to be members of Abraham Moss High School. Your teachers
and the staff have worked hard to bring about improvements and they want to carry
on doing this. To help them, I have asked the leadership team to continue helping
you achieve the best results you can in all subjects and further improve the school’s
overall attendance figures. We have asked the school governors to make sure that
improvements continue.
Yours sincerely,
Janet Palmer
Her Majesty's Inspector

Inspection report: Abraham Moss High School, 12–13 October 2011

13 of 13

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspect ions', which is available
from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy
of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquir ies@ofsted.gov.uk.

