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Introduction
This inspection was carried out by three additional inspectors. They visited 16 lessons or
parts of lessons, and 14 teachers were observed. Inspectors held meetings with members
of the governing body, members of staff and pupils. They observed the school's work and
looked at a range of school documentation, including the self-evaluation form,
safeguarding and other policy documents, the school development plan and records of
pupils' progress. A small number of parents were spoken to at the school gate. In reaching
their judgements, inspectors took into account the views of 103 parents and carers, in
addition to those of pupils and staff, expressed in questionnaires.
The inspection team reviewed many aspects of the school's work. It looked in detail at a
number of key areas.
 Evidence that progress is improving, and is more consistent across all years and in
different subjects, particularly mathematics.
 Whether teaching is challenging for all pupils, and learning and progress
consistently good, especially in mathematics.
 The impact of strategies undertaken to improve outcomes and provision.
 The extent to which all leaders are making an effective contribution to school
improvement.

Information about the school
Bruton Primary School is larger than most primary schools. Most pupils are from a White
British heritage, with a small number from other ethnic heritages. The proportion of pupils
known to be eligible for free school meals is below average. The proportion of those with
special educational needs and/or disabilities is broadly average, although higher in some
years. These pupils have a range of learning difficulties, including speech and
communications difficulties. Some have emotional and behavioural difficulties. The school
has several awards reflecting its commitment to promoting healthy lifestyles, a sustainable
future and global awareness.
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Inspection judgements
Overall effectiveness: how good is the school?

2

The school's capacity for sustained improvement

2

Main findings
Bruton Primary is a good school. The headteacher leads with a sure touch. She is
ambitious for the school and its pupils. Her vision is shared by governors and the staff.
With a number of staff taking on important new roles, there is a fresh impetus for
improvement, so that together, they make a strong team.
Attainment throughout the school is rising, particularly in mathematics, which has lagged
behind attainment in both reading and writing. In the Reception class, children get off to a
good start and make good progress. They are well prepared for entry into Year 1. While
attainment in national tests at the end of Year 6 has varied, it has been consistently above
average in English. It is now above average by Year 6, and pupils make good progress.
Pupils are friendly and kind to one another. Behaviour is good both in and out of
classrooms. Pupils make a good contribution to the school and the local community and
take their responsibilities seriously, whether as members of the school council, leading the
Christmas service for the local community, or organising litter-picks and charity fundraising. Pupils have a good awareness of a healthy diet and an active lifestyle.
In lessons, good teaching has been the key factor in this improvement. Teachers plan
interesting activities for their pupils and there is a purposeful climate for learning in all
lessons. Good questioning, a brisk pace and a good variety of learning strategies are
common. Nevertheless, some inconsistent approaches in the classroom remain.
Assessment data is often used well to match work to individual pupils' needs, but this is
not consistent and tasks set do not always build on pupils' prior attainment. While the
more-able pupils and those with special educational needs and/or disabilities achieve well
because tasks are well suited to their needs, this is not always the case for pupils in the
middle of the ability range. Pupils say they do not always know how well they are doing,
and the quality of feedback, both oral and written, given to pupils is inconsistent.
The curriculum has been reviewed and this too has been an important factor in improving
progress. As a result, pupils show a keen interest in their learning, and understand with
increasing confidence how to use and apply skills in different contexts. The school is
rightly proud of its provision for music. Singing in assembly was joyful, Year 3 played 'Mr
Cool' with confidence on their cornets, and the orchestra boasts some good quality
musicians.
The school is strongly committed to the care and welfare of each pupil. Support and
guidance are very well targeted and a culture of care is at the heart of the school's work.
Policies and procedures are comprehensive and regularly reviewed to ensure best practice.
As a result, pupils feel secure and safe, trusting their teachers to do their best for them.
The school works very successfully in an outstanding partnership with its parents and
carers. Annual surveys ensure their views are taken, investigated and taken into account.

Inspection report: Bruton Primary School, 15–16 June 2011

5 of 14

Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory, and 4 is inadequate
Please tur n to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

Parents are very appreciative of the work their school does to keep them informed and
stay in touch.
Effective self-evaluation is guided by a comprehensive analysis of performance data.
School development planning is now more sharply focused than formerly, although leaders
do not always take account of the impact on pupils' learning and progress of the action
they take to improve provision. The school is ambitious and has mapped a clear way
forward. Academic outcomes are improving and measures to accelerate progress further
are having a positive impact. The school's capacity for sustaining its improvement is good.

What does the school need to do to improve further?
 Further raise attainment especially in mathematics and accelerate the progress of
pupils, particularly those pupils of average ability by:
making sharper use of assessment at classroom level to set work which builds
more precisely on pupils' prior attainment
raising teachers' expectations of what average pupils might aspire to and
achieve
ensuring pupils know how well they are doing through both oral and written
feedback
measuring the impact on pupils' learning and progress of action taken to
improve provision and outcomes.

Outcomes for individuals and groups of pupils

2

The declining trend in reading, writing and mathematics at Key Stage 1 has been
reversed. At Key Stage 2, pupils continue to achieve well in English and there are secure
signs of improvements in mathematics.
Pupils write with imagination and a careful attention to spelling, punctuation and
grammar. Attainment in mathematics is improving as the impact of measures to tackle
underachievement take effect. For example, Year 6 pupils confidently responded to the
challenge of finding 11 different ways of visualising a cube from a two-dimensional shape.
They sensibly discussed solutions with their classmates and worked with enjoyment and at
a good pace.
Although there is still some variability in the rate of progress through the school, this is
being resolved. Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities make good
progress as a result of well-targeted support. More-able pupils also make good progress,
but some average ability pupils do not always fulfil their potential.
Pupils work hard, and much of their learning is done in pairs and groups. This helps them
develop good interpersonal skills and teamwork through discussion and negotiation.
Alongside their confident use and application of basic skills in different subjects, this
ensures pupils are well prepared for their futures beyond primary school. The enterprising
development of the school site is providing an increasingly rich resource for pupils to
develop their understanding of growing plants and vegetables and of issues concerning a
healthy diet and global sustainability. Pupils have a keen awareness of the beliefs, feelings
and values of others and the school's links with other schools in Swindon and Zambia
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provide opportunities for pupils to develop a different perspective on ethnic, cultural and
faith diversity both in the United Kingdom and globally. Attendance is improving and is
above average.

These are the grades for pupils' outcomes
Pupils' achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their learning
Taking into account:
Pupils' attainment¹
The quality of pupils' learning and their progress
The quality of learning for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities
and their progress

2
2
2
2

The extent to which pupils feel safe

2

Pupils' behav iour

2

The extent to which pupils adopt healthy lifesty les

2

The extent to which pupils contribute to the school and wider community

2

The extent to which pupils develop wor kplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being
Taking into account:
Pupils' attendance¹
The extent of pupils' spir itual, moral, social and cultural development
1

2

2
2

The grades for attainment and attendance are: 1 is high; 2 is above average; 3 is broadly average; and 4

is low

How effective is the provision?
Pupils achieve well because the teaching interests and motivates the pupils to do their
best. Much teaching is of a high quality, with clear explanations, good pace and
questioning, which encourages pupils to think for themselves. An emphasis on getting
pupils to work together and talk amongst themselves to solve problems is paying
dividends. However, although the gap is narrowing, some variability in the pupils' learning
and progress remain. Teaching assistants work in partnership with the teachers to ensure
pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well supported. The school's
recent focus on mathematics has ensured that teaching of this subject is increasingly
confident.
The curriculum has been imaginatively and thoughtfully rewritten to encourage a more
integrated approach in which pupils understand the links between subjects and are
motivated by tackling interesting and relevant topics. The curriculum is enriched by a good
range of visits, visitors and well-supported extra-curricular clubs, and in assembly Year 6
spoke excitedly of their experiences on a residential camp. The school provides good
access to the specialist teaching of music and nearly half of the pupils are learning to play
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an instrument. Provision for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities is
well-planned and thoughtfully delivered.
Outstanding care, guidance and support ensure pupils feel secure. They know their
welfare is paramount. They make increasingly good progress because of well-targeted
support geared to their needs. Intervention programmes, and particularly those organised
in 'The Den', are carefully planned. This area provides both a haven and a jumping-off
point for those pupils who have difficulty in coping with school and in joining in. Transition
in and out of the school is very well managed. The school is expert at supporting children
who are vulnerable due to their circumstances. Parents and carers have confidence in the
school's ability to keep their children safe.

These are the grades for the quality of provision
The quality of teaching
Taking into account:
The use of assessment to support learning
The extent to which the curr iculum meets pupils' needs, including, where relevant,
through partnerships
The effectiveness of care, guidance and support

2
2

2
1

How effective are leadership and management?
The headteacher leads with a clear sense of purpose and ambition. She has garnered the
support of staff and a recent remodelling of leadership responsibilities has created a fresh
purpose. The school is realistic in its self-evaluation, knowing there is more to be done
before it achieves its targets. However, the school has a strong forward momentum.
The governing body fulfils its statutory obligations well and plays a key part in both
strategic planning and monitoring. A group of staff, parents and governors were touring
classes and interviewing pupils during the inspection. This approach to monitoring
progress on one of the key priorities in the school development plan is innovative and a
reflection of the extent to which governors and parents are involved in self-evaluation and
school improvement. Parents and carers are seen as equal partners in their children's
education and the school provides 'Inspire' sessions to help them help their children at
home.
The school is assiduous in ensuring safeguarding policies and procedures are watertight.
Staff are alert to issues of child protection and understand their responsibilities, and
attend regular training to ensure they are kept up-to-date. The school has undertaken an
audit of its social context and adapted a sensible programme to encourage community
cohesion. Most notably, this has included the development of links with schools with a
very different ethnic and social mix. The school is committed to equal opportunities,
tackles any discrimination and looks to get the best from each pupil. Assessment data is
carefully monitored and used by the literacy and numeracy leaders in pupil progress
meetings to plan interventions and strategies to support pupils at risk of
underachievement. As a result, gaps between the performance of boys and girls are
narrowing.
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These are the grades for leadership and management
The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding ambit ion and dr iving
improvement
Taking into account:
The leadership and management of teaching and learning
The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and support ing the
school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and statutory responsibilities met

2

2

2

The effectiveness of the school's engagement with parents and carers

1

The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being

2

The effectiveness with which the school promotes equality of opportunity and tackles
discr iminat ion

2

The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures

2

The effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion

2

The effectiveness with which the school deploys resources to achieve value for money

2

Early Years Foundation Stage
Children make good progress from their below average starting points because of the
stimulating and well-resourced classroom and outside areas. The spaces are well
organised to prompt particular learning; the Doodle Den, for example, was successfully
established to develop children's writing.
Adults routinely record their observations of each child's progress and these are carefully
logged in individual learning diaries and used to inform subsequent planning. A good
balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities ensures children have good opportunities
to develop across the full range of a rich curriculum. Parents are kept closely in touch with
all that goes on. Children talk confidently to adults, developing language skills well. They
play in a responsible and safe manner and behave with consideration for others. They
even put on yellow hats while they construct their own hotel! Relationships are warm and
friendly and underpinned by good classroom and behaviour management. In one lesson
observed, the teacher encouraged high levels of concentration while getting the children
to recognise different mathematical shapes. Feedback to the children was clear and
encouraging. The Early Years Foundation Stage leader works closely with the class teacher
and together they have clear plans for further improvement, based on a realistic analysis
and evaluation of current provision.
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These are the grades for the Early Years Foundation Stage
Overall effectiveness of the Ear ly Years Foundation Stage
Taking into account:
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage
The quality of provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the Early Years Founda tion
Stage

2
2
2
2

Views of parents and carers
The response rate from parents and carers to the Ofsted questionnaire was higher than
the national average for primary schools. Those that responded were very happy with the
school. Almost all parents and carers were happy with their child's experience at school
and believe their children are happy at school. A very large majority of them responded
positively to all the other statements. While a small number of parents and carers
expressed some concerns, there was no pattern to their comments, and they were more
than outweighed by positive comments. Typical of such comments were: 'This is a very
happy school' and 'I am impressed with the commitment of the teachers'. Inspectors
confirm these positive views expressed by parents and carers.
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Responses from parents and carers to Ofsted's questionnaire
Ofsted invited all the registered parents and carers of pupils registered at Bruton Primary School to complete
a questionnaire about their views of the school.
In the questionnaire, parents and carers were asked to recor d how strongly they agreed with 13 statements
about the school.
The inspection team received 103 completed questionnaires by the end of the on-site inspection, a higher
than average response rate. In total, there are 260 pupils registered at the school.
Statements

Strongly
agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Total

%

Total

%

Total

%

Total

%

My child enjoys school

59

57

42

41

2

2

0

0

The school keeps my child
safe

68

66

31

30

2

2

0

0

My school informs me about
my child's progress

34

33

62

60

5

5

1

1

My child is making enough
progress at this school

39

38

60

58

4

4

0

0

The teaching is good at this
school

45

44

54

52

2

2

0

0

The school helps me to
suppor t my child's learning

42

41

54

52

6

6

0

0

The school helps my child to
have a healthy lifestyle

41

40

55

53

6

6

0

0

The school makes sure that
my child is well prepared for
the future (for example
changing year gr oup,
changing school, and for
children w ho are finishing
school, entering further or
higher education, or entering
employment)

43

42

51

50

1

1

0

0

The school meets my child's
particular needs

39

38

58

56

6

6

0

0

The school deals effectively
with unacceptable behaviour

30

29

63

61

7

7

0

0

The school takes account of
my suggestions and concer ns

29

28

67

65

6

6

0

0

The school is led and
managed effectively

46

45

49

48

4

4

0

0

Overall, I am happy with my
child's experience at this
school

58

56

43

42

2

2

0

0

The table above summarises the responses that parents and carers made to each statement. The
percentages indicate the proportion of parents and carers giving that response out of the total number of
completed questionnaires. Where one or more parents and carers chose not to answer a particular question,
the percentages will not add up to 100%.
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Glossary
What inspection judgements mean
Grade

Judgement

Description

Grade 1

Outstanding

These features are highly effective. An outstanding school
provides exceptionally well for all its pupils' needs.

Grade 2

Good

These are very positive features of a school. A school that
is good is serving its pupils well.

Grade 3

Satisfactory

These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory
school is providing adequately for its pupils.

Grade 4

Inadequate

These features are not of an acceptable standard. An
inadequate school needs to make significant improvement
in order to meet the needs of its pupils. Ofsted inspectors
will make further visits until it improves.

Overall effectiveness of schools
Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools)
Type of school

Outstanding

Good

Satisfactory

Inadequate

Nursery schools

46

48

6

0

Primary schools

6

47

40

7

Secondary schools

12

39

38

11

Sixth forms

13

42

41

3

Special schools

28

49

19

4

Pupil referral units

14

45

31

10

All schools

10

46

37

7

New school inspection arrangements were introduced on 1 September 2009. This means that inspectors now
make some additional judgements that were not made previously.
The data in the table above are for the period 1 September 2010 to 31 December 2010 and are consistent
with the latest published official statistics about maintained school inspection outcomes (see
www.ofsted.gov.uk).
The sample of schools inspected during 2010/11 was not representative of all schools nationally, as weaker
schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.
Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100.
Sixth form figures reflect the judgements made for the overall effectiveness of the sixth form in secondary
schools, special schools and pupil referral units.
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Common terminology used by inspectors
Achievement:

the progress and success of a pupil in their learning,
development or training.

Attainment:

the standard of the pupils' work shown by test and
examination results and in lessons.

Capacity to improve:

the proven ability of the school to continue
improving. Inspectors base this judgement on what
the school has accomplished so far and on the quality
of its systems to maintain improvement.

Leadership and management:

the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities,
not just the headteacher, to identifying priorities,
directing and motivating staff and running the school.

Learning:

how well pupils acquire knowledge, develop their
understanding, learn and practise skills and are
developing their competence as learners.

Overall effectiveness:

inspectors form a judgement on a school's overall
effectiveness based on the findings from their
inspection of the school. The following judgements,
in particular, influence what the overall effectiveness
judgement will be.
The school's capacity for sustained
improvement.
Outcomes for individuals and groups of pupils.
The quality of teaching.
The extent to which the curriculum meets
pupils' needs, including, where relevant,
through partnerships.
The effectiveness of care, guidance and
support.

Progress:

the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons and
over longer periods of time. It is often measured by
comparing the pupils' attainment at the end of a key
stage with their attainment when they started.
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and
carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted's
main findings from the inspection of their school.

17 June 2011
Dear Pupils
Inspection of Bruton Primary School, Somerset BA10 0DP
Thank you for your help during the recent inspection of your school. We enjoyed meeting
you and talking with some of you. In writing this report, I have taken account of what you
told me. Your school is a good school and improving all the time. All the adults in the
school are working well together to make the school better still.
Here are some of the main findings from the report
The school takes especially good care of you. This means that you feel safe and are
able to enjoy being at school. It was really good to see how hard you worked in
lessons and how much you enjoyed the learning.
 Good behaviour and attitudes are key factors in the good progress you make.
 Children in the Reception class get off to a good start.
 The teachers make sure you have lots of interesting things to do in lessons, and out
of school. We particularly enjoyed hearing about the adventures Year 6 had at
Okehampton.
 Although most teaching is good, we have asked the teachers to make sure that
tasks in lessons are always suited for every child. Some of you told us that you don't
know how well you are doing, so we have also asked the teachers to make sure they
tell you. If they don't, then ask them.
 The school works particularly well with your parents and carers. Everybody is
interested in making sure you do your very best.
 You have a good understanding of how to live a healthy and active life. Many of you
take responsible jobs in the school, helping out on the School Council.
Thank you once again for your help during our visit, and best wishes for your work in the
future.
Yours sincerely
Tony Shield
Lead inspector
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set
out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspect ions', which is ava ilable from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please
telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquir ies@ofsted.gov.uk.

