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Introduction

This inspection was carried out by one of Her Majesty's Inspectors and five additional
inspectors. Inspectors observed teaching and learning in 46 lessons, taught by 44
teachers. Meetings were held with groups of students, members of the governing body
and staff. Inspectors observed the school's work, and looked at the arrangements for
safeguarding and the school's planning, monitoring records and data. Questionnaires from
students, staff and 131 parents and carers were scrutinised.

The inspection team reviewed many aspects of the school's work. It looked in detail at a
number of key areas.

B How effectively the drive for improvement is demonstrated at all levels of school
leadership.

B The effectiveness of actions to tackle improvement in Key Stage 3 students'
attainment and progress.

B How the curriculum supports and impacts on the achievement of specific student
groups, and students' enjoyment of school.

B How well teaching challenges all groups of students and the impact this has on their
learning and progress in lessons.

Information about the school

Cottingham High School is a much larger-than-average school. It serves a broad
community including the town of Cottingham, nearby villages and the suburbs of North
Hull. The proportion of students who are known to be eligible for free school meals is
below the national average. Almost all students are of White British heritage and small
numbers are from a range of minority ethnic groups. The proportion of students who
speak English as an additional language is low. Around 11% of students have special
educational needs and/or disabilities, which is below the average nationally, and of these,
the proportion with a statement of special educational needs is in line with the average.
The school was designated as a specialist school for media arts in 2004 and holds a
number of awards including Investors in People and Healthy School status.
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Inspection grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is satisfactory, and 4 is inadequate

Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

Inspection judgements

Overall effectiveness: how good is the school? 3

The school’s capacity for sustained improvement 3

Main findings

Cottingham High School provides a satisfactory standard of education for its students.
Staff are caring and the school is a calm, orderly and safe place for students. The new
headteacher is providing strong leadership. Initiatives designed to improve achievement,
which have been introduced since her appointment in September 2010, are challenging
the expectations of staff and students. Although attainment at Key Stage 3 and 4 is in line
with the national average overall, since the previous inspection students' attainment
across subjects and their progress in different year groups has been uneven. Recent
improvements in the school's use of data are enabling leaders and managers to identify
earlier those students who are making slower progress. A range of strategies and
initiatives have begun to support these students. Systems to monitor and track students'
progress are effective. Data collected by the school, along with inspection evidence, show
that the large majority of students, including those who have special educational needs
and/or disabilities are making satisfactory progress. About a third of students are making
more rapid progress.

The quality of teaching varies widely and is satisfactory overall. Inspectors observed a
core of good and occasionally outstanding teaching in which lessons were well structured
in line with students' abilities, promoted active learning and challenged students to think
and produce work of a very high standard. Where teaching and learning are weaker, there
is insufficient planning and tailoring of lessons to challenge all students and this slows
their learning and progress. Behaviour is good. The vast majority of students behave well
in lessons and they treat each other and staff with respect. Students listen attentively.
They engage readily in activities and cooperate well with each other when they have
opportunities to work with a partner or in small groups. However, low-level disruption was
noted in a very small number of otherwise satisfactory lessons by a few students. School
leaders have been proactive in tackling poor behaviour, which has interfered with learning
and enjoyment for some students in the past few years. They have met with much
success and the need to resort to exclusion has reduced significantly.

The curriculum, which was good at the previous inspection, has greater breadth with new
courses and qualifications tailored to students' interests and needs. The school's good
partnership working has also been maintained and is effective in extending opportunities
for students. Key Stage 4 and sixth form students are happy with their new courses. A
measure of their impact in engaging students in learning is noted in recent improvements
in students' attendance and punctuality to lessons. The wide range of enrichment
activities, particularly through the school's media arts specialism, continues to make a
good contribution to students' personal and social development and their enjoyment of
school.
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Inspection grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is satisfactory, and 4 is inadequate

Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

Leadership and management across the school are satisfactory. The governing body and
the senior leadership team support the headteachers' drive for improvement. Well-
founded decisions to better match the curriculum to students' needs and the core of good
practice in teaching and learning demonstrate the school has satisfactory capacity to
improve. The school's evaluation of its performance is over generous but a more robust
approach to planning is focused on the right priorities and reflects high expectations for
students' achievement. However, the school's systems for monitoring and evaluation lack
sufficient depth to fully identify the impact its work is having on students. The governing
body is not evaluating the impact of its policies on students as regularly as it should and is
it not ensuring that all policies are in place.

Up to 40% of the schools whose overall effectiveness is judged satisfactory may receive a
monitoring visit by an Ofsted inspector before their next section 5 inspection.

What does the school need to do to improve further?

B Ensure that students make at least good progress in their learning by planning
lessons that are tailored more closely to challenge all students.

B Ensure that leadership and management at all levels have greater impact by
increasing the rigour of systems to monitor and critically evaluate the impact of
actions on students' outcomes.

B Ensure the required policies are in place and the impact of them on students is
evaluated thoroughly and regularly.

Outcomes for individuals and groups of pupils 3

Students enter the school with standards in line with the national average. The proportion
of students gaining five or more GCSE A*-C grades, including both English and
mathematics, has improved and is in line with national averages. Given their starting
points, students make satisfactory progress overall. They achieve well in some subjects,
such as in modern foreign languages, and in some of the specialist subjects but perform
poorly in others, such as science, history and art. There are no significant differences in
performance between different groups. The majority of students with special educational
needs and/or disabilities are making satisfactory progress. Target setting has lacked
sharpness, and in some cases challenge for individual students. The school has started to
tackle this issue and more challenging and aspirational targets are currently being set.
Students respond to well-structured tasks that challenge all learners, including the more-
able. They make satisfactory progress in lessons and, where their tasks and activities are
tailored more closely to challenge them, they make faster progress.

Students say they feel safe at school: there is little bullying and strong adult support.
Students are clear about whom to go to if they have concerns and e-safety is well
understood. Good adoption of healthy lifestyles is well demonstrated in students'
participation in cycling to school and school sports. Sixth formers are usefully involved in
running activities for younger students to help them improve their health. Improvements
to dining facilities have led to more students taking healthy school lunches. School leaders
are responding to students' and parents' and carers' concerns for the arrangement for
lunches and building work is to take place shortly to increase the amount of seating
available for students who eat packed lunches. Opportunities for students to produce the



Inspection report: Cottingham High School, 89 March 2011 6 of 14

Inspection grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is satisfactory, and 4 is inadequate
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school magazine, join year, class and school councils, to act as peer mentors or listen to
students reading, enable them to make a good contribution to their local community.
Strong use of information and communication technology (ICT), enterprise activities and
the professional quality of the work required in drama productions and in the fashion
dresses they make in textiles, contribute to their good acquisition of workplace skills.
Students' attendance is in line with the average and improving. Students' spiritual, moral
and social development is nurtured well through assemblies and sensitive discussion of
religion and moral dilemmas. Their awareness of cultures other than their own is
developing adequately through the work taking place with their partner school in Ghana.

These are the grades for pupils' outcomes

Pupils' achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their learning 3
Taking into account: 3
Pupils' attainment?
The quality of pupils' learning and their progress 3
The quality of learning for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities 3
and their progress
The extent to which pupils feel safe 2
Pupils' behaviour 2
The extent to which pupils adopt healthy lifestyles 2
The extent to which pupils contribute to the school and wider community 2
The extent to which pupils develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to N
their future economic well-being
Taking into account: 3
Pupils' attendance?
The extent of pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 2

! The grades for attainment and attendance are: 1 is high; 2 is above average; 3 is broadly average; and 4
is low

How effective is the provision?

Teaching and learning are satisfactory overall. The best lessons engage students fully and
help them to develop positive attitudes to learning and to enjoy their work. Students are
clear about what it is they are learning and why. Lessons move at a good pace and tasks
are highly relevant and well planned to progressively deepen students' understanding and
knowledge. Teachers' questioning is probing and challenging. Teachers engage students
effectively using their existing interests as a starting point. For example, when critically
analysing poetry, students explored the relationship of Robin to Batman before applying
the skills they practised to analyse the characters in a new unfamiliar context. Where
teaching is weaker, tasks and activities lack challenge for all learners and lessons are over
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directed with a passive role for students. Too many lessons are like this and work planned
is not tailored precisely enough to extend the more-able or to support students of lesser-
ability. Assessment is developing and where it is most effective it is linked to National
Curriculum levels or course criteria. Feedback to students is particularly strong where
focused comments and diagnoses on how to improve are linked well to marking criteria.
Good practice is emerging in a number of curriculum areas and in the sixth form.

The curriculum is dynamic and evolving well. It is broadly balanced and enriched by a
good range of extra-curricular activities and educational visits. The school's specialism in
media arts provides a good range of new courses, together with an impressive range of
cross-curricular learning opportunities in Years 7 to 9. Arrangements in collaboration with
other schools make an effective contribution to widening students' opportunities and
access to different routes, such as apprenticeships and national diplomas courses in seven
areas. These arrangements are very effective and are a distinctive feature of the school's
provision.

Students whose circumstances make them vulnerable are effectively supported and the
school's caring approach is well demonstrated in ensuring that systems are in place for
them to have someone to talk to. Information, advice and guidance for students, for
example, during transition into the school and to support them in moving onto the next
stage of learning, are good. The majority of parents and carers, who expressed their
views, felt the school met their children's particular needs. The quality of target setting in
individual educational plans is a weaker aspect of provision. Monitoring of the progress
students with special educational needs and/or disabilities make is not sufficiently
rigorous.

These are the grades for the quality of provision

The quality of teaching 3

Taking into account: 3
The use of assessment to support learning

The extent to which the curriculum meets pupils’' needs, including, where relevant, s

through partnerships

The effectiveness of care, guidance and support 3

How effective are leadership and management?

The headteacher is a strongly motivated leader who, with the support of the leadership
team, is driving forward a programme for improvement. Staff are motivated and keenly
embracing training opportunities and initiatives to improve provision and outcomes for
students. The school is making progress in sharing good practice to bring consistency to
the quality of teaching, assessment and the work of middle leaders. Leaders and
managers recognise that target setting is only adequately challenging and plans to
introduce more rigorous measures are at an advanced stage. The regular, and otherwise
effective procedures for monitoring teaching and learning, have not focused clearly
enough on the progress students make. This means that the school is not sufficiently
identifying the reasons for variations in the quality of students' learning.
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Support provided by the governing body is satisfactory. It is making effective use of
members' specialist skills to sustain the school's work but has too little involvement in
evaluating it. The governing body meets its responsibilities to ensure students are safe
and safeguarding procedures are robust and meet requirements. Procedures for child
protection are good and arrangements are well organised. However, the responsibility to
ensure all policies are updated and reviewed is not being met. The governing body
regularly receives data about the performance of groups of pupils it serves. No evidence of
discrimination of different groups was noted during the inspection. Nevertheless, at the
time of the inspection, the school did not have an equality of opportunity policy. The
school is actively promoting community cohesion and work within the local community and
through its link with a school abroad is having a positive impact on students' personal and
social development. The school continues to make effective use of its partnerships to
enrich the choice and access to learning for its students. The school has retained the
overwhelming support of parents and carers. However, a large number of those who
responded to the inspection survey feel that communication with the school is not as good
as it should be and inspectors share this view.

These are the grades for leadership and management

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding ambition and driving 3

improvement

Taking into account: 3
The leadership and management of teaching and learning

The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and supporting the 3

school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and statutory responsibilities met

The effectiveness of the school's engagement with parents and carers 3

The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being 2

The effectiveness with which the school promotes equality of opportunity and tackles 3

discrimination

The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures 3

The effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion 3

The effectiveness with which the school deploys resources to achieve value for money 3

Sixth form

Students make good progress. Success rates are above average and their attendance is
good. Students' contribution to the school is widespread and effective. For example,
students say they enjoy their work to help younger students with their learning. Teaching
and assessment are effective in promoting students' good progress. Students are involved
as partners in their learning and are developing an active role in monitoring their own
progress. Teachers' expert subject knowledge is used to good effect in well-structured
feedback to students. Examples of excellent oral feedback and regular written comments
were noted. This helpful guidance enables students to make high quality, personal
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responses, for example, in photography. Curricular provision is broad, regularly evaluated
and personalised. Partnership arrangements promote access to courses and accreditation
and are a positive application of the school's work to promote equality of opportunity.
Leaders and managers make effective use of strategic links with consortium partners to
benefit Cottingham High School students. Students value the high level of personal care
they receive from their personal tutor and regular tutorials. Information, advice and
guidance make a good contribution to students' development and are readily available.

These are the grades for the sixth form

Overall effectiveness of the sixth form 2

Taking into account:

2
Outcomes for students in the sixth form
The quality of provision in the sixth form 2
Leadership and management of the sixth form 2

Views of parents and carers

A much lower-than-average proportion of parents and carers responded to the
questionnaire. The majority of them hold positive views of the school. They are satisfied
with almost all aspects of the school's work and the impact this has on their children's
enjoyment and progress. However, a small proportion of parents and carers would like the
school to assist them to better help their children's learning. A humber of comments were
received by email and in telephone discussions from parents and carers concerned about a
range of issues that were linked to poor communication. All of these issues were
investigated. The school are keen to resolve them. A minority expressed concerns about
students' behaviour. Inspectors found that teachers and managers deal effectively with
behaviour and students confirm that bullying incidents are rare and resolved quickly. Some
parents and carers are concerned about the variability in teaching. Inspectors share these
concerns and have made a recommendation to the school for improvement.
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Responses from parents and carers to Ofsted's questionnaire

Ofsted invited all the registered parents and carers of pupils registered at Cottingham High School to
complete a questionnaire about their views of the school.

In the questionnaire, parents and carers were asked to record how strongly they agreed with 13 statements
about the school.

The inspection team received 142 completed questionnaires by the end of the on-site inspection. In total,
there are 1534 pupils registered at the school.

Statements Strongly Agree Disagree S!:rongly
agree disagree

Total % Total % Total % Total %

My child enjoys school 38 27 88 62 15 11 1 1

The school keeps my child 37 2% % 68 5 4 4 3

safe

My scho?l informs me about 57 40 70 49 12 8 ) 1

my child's progress

My child is ma_kl ng enough 51 36 69 49 18 13 4 3

progress at this school

The teaching is good at this 38 27 84 59 13 9 0 0

school

The school hel_ps| me to_ 29 20 82 58 24 17 3 2

support my child's learning

The school helps my child to 20 14 89 63 2 15 5 4

have a healthy lifestyle

The school makes sure that
my child is well prepared for
the future (for example
changing year group,
changing school, and for 36 25 75 53 14 10 4 3
children who are finishing
school, entering further or
higher education, or entering
employment)

The school meets my child's

. 37 26 74 52 17 12 7 5
particular needs
The school deals effectively
with unacceptable behaviour 28 20 71 >0 22 15 1 8
The school fcakes account of 16 1 75 53 25 18 12 8
my suggestions and concerns
The school s led and 30 21 64 45 18 13 13 9
managed effectively
Overall, Iam happy with my
child's experience at this 44 31 75 53 18 13 5 4

school

The table above summarises the responses that parents and carers made to each statement. The
percentages indicate the proportion of parents and carers giving that response out of the total number of
completed questionnaires. Where one or more parents and carers chose not to answer a particular question,
the percentages will not add up to 100%.
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Glossary

What inspection judgements mean

Grade Judgement Description

Grade 1 Outstanding These features are highly effective. An outstanding school
provides exceptionally well for all its pupils' needs.

Grade 2 Good These are very positive features of a school. A school that
is good is serving its pupils well.

Grade 3 Satisfactory These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory
school is providing adequately for its pupils.

Grade 4 Inadequate These features are not of an acceptable standard. An
inadequate school needs to make significant improvement
in order to meet the needs of its pupils. Ofsted inspectors
will make further visits until it improves.

Overall effectiveness of schools

Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools)
Type of school Outstanding Good Satisfactory | Inadequate
Nursery schools 59 35 3 3
Primary schools 9 44 39 7
Secondary schools 13 36 41 11
Sixth forms 15 39 43 3
Special schools 35 43 17 5
Pupil referral units 21 42 29 9
All schools 13 43 37 8

New school inspection arrangements were introduced on 1 September 2009. This means that inspectors now
make some additional judgements that were not made previously.

The data in the table above are for the period 1 September 2009 to 31 August 2010 and are consistent with
the latest published official statistics about maintained school inspection outcomes (see
www.ofsted.gov.uk).

The sample of schools inspected during 2009/10 was not representative of all schools nationally, as weaker
schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.

Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100.

Sixth form figures reflect the judgements made for the overall effectiveness of the sixth form in secondary
schools, special schools and pupil referral units.
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Common terminology used by inspectors

Achievement:

Attainment:

Capacity to improve:

Leadership and management:

Learning:

Overall effectiveness:

Progress:

the progress and success of a pupil in their learning,
development or training.

the standard of the pupils' work shown by test and
examination results and in lessons.

the proven ability of the school to continue
improving. Inspectors base this judgement on what
the school has accomplished so far and on the quality
of its systems to maintain improvement.

the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities,
not just the headteacher, to identifying priorities,
directing and motivating staff and running the school.

how well pupils acquire knowledge, develop their
understanding, learn and practise skills and are
developing their competence as learners.

inspectors form a judgement on a school's overall
effectiveness based on the findings from their
inspection of the school. The following judgements,
in particular, influence what the overall effectiveness
judgement will be.

B The school's capacity for sustained
improvement.

m OQOutcomes for individuals and groups of pupils.
B The quality of teaching.

B The extent to which the curriculum meets
pupils' needs, including, where relevant,
through partnerships.

B The effectiveness of care, guidance and
support.

the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons and
over longer periods of time. It is often measured by
comparing the pupils' attainment at the end of a key
stage with their attainment when they started.
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and
carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted's
main findings from the inspection of their school.

Ofsted

raising standards
improving lives

10 March 2011

Dear Students
Inspection of Cottingham High School, Cottingham, HU16 5PX

Thank you for your help during the recent inspection of your school and to those of you
who took time to talk to inspectors about your experience of school or to complete
questionnaires. I write to let you know what we found.

B The school provides you with a satisfactory education. The majority of you are
making the progress expected and about a third of you make good progress. The
new headteacher is leading the school well. She wants more of you to achieve the
very best you can and has a clear plan to help you do so.

B The curriculum is good and the range of courses available to you is very wide, due
to the good partnership links that the school has developed with other local
providers. Many of you enjoy the extra-curricular opportunities, such as sports and
drama, music and media performance. These have a good impact on your personal
development. Your contributions to the school and local community are good. The
magazine newsletter is impressive, as also is the sixth formers' involvement in
contributing to younger students' learning.

B Teaching and learning is satisfactory in the school and good in the sixth form.
The inspection team has asked your school to improve further by:

B ensuring that leaders and managers at all levels have greater impact by increasing
the rigour of systems to monitor and critically evaluate the impact school planning
has on your outcomes

B ensuring teaching has greater impact on your learning by planning work that is
tailored more closely to challenge all of you. You can help by letting teachers know
when work is too easy or when you do not understand

B ensuring that the required policies are in place and the impact they have on you is
evaluated thoroughly and regularly.

Yours sincerely

Gina White
Her Majesty's Inspector



Inspection report: Cottingham High School, 89 March 2011 14 of 14

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set
out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspections’, which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please
telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries @ofsted.gov.uk.
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