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Introduction
This inspection was carried out by two additional inspectors. They observed eight lessons
involving three teachers and several support staff. The inspectors held meetings with the
headteacher, the teacher in charge of assessment and the Chair of the Governing Body,
and observed children working in small groups and with one-to-one support, as well as at
play. Inspectors observed the school's work, and looked at school documents, including
the school development plan, tracking information, policies and procedures, governing
body minutes and individual children's 'special books' for evidence of progress. In addition,
inspectors took into account 64 questionnaires completed by parents and carers and those
completed by 13 staff.
The inspection team reviewed many aspects of the school's work. It looked in detail at a
number of key areas.
 How well assessment and progress and tracking systems are used to help raise
children's attainment and progress.
The provision for children who are in the early stages of learning English or who
speak English as an additional language and those with special educational needs
and/or disabilities.

Information about the school
This is an average-sized Nursery school. As well as providing nursery education for 70 fulltime equivalent children aged between three and four years of age, it offers a wide range
of services to families in the local community. This includes, on another site, extended day
care from birth to three years. This provision did not form part of this inspection. Over
80% of the children are from a wide range of minority ethnic backgrounds and are in the
early stages of learning English or speak English as an additional language. Other than
English, the main languages spoken are Turkish, Kurdish and Polish. A small number of
children have special educational needs and/or disabilities, mainly related to speech and
language difficulties. The Nursery provides a breakfast club and 'stay and play' sessions
for children below three years of age.
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Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory, a nd 4 is inadequate
Please tur n to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

Inspection judgements
Overall effectiveness: how good is the school?

2

The school's capacity for sustained improvement

2

Main findings
Pembury House Nursery is a good school. Children are very well known as individuals and
they and their families are at the centre of all that the Nursery plans for and does. There
are excellent links with children's families, who are supported right from when their
children start in the 'stay and play' sessions. Many children then move into the pre-school
(known as Little Pembury) before transferring to the Nursery. Parents and carers are very
positive in their views about the Nursery. As one parent commented, 'Teachers are
wonderful, always ready to listen to what I have to say.' �
Children start Nursery with a wide range of skills and experiences, although increasing
numbers are in the early stages of learning English or speak English as an additional
language. They achieve well and make good progress overall in developing a range of
skills as well as knowledge and understanding about the world in which they live. In some
areas of learning, such as communication, language and literacy and in creative and
physical development, many children make even better progress and exceed the levels
expected for their age by the end of their time in the Nursery. There is no significant
variation in the achievement of different groups.
Children's behaviour is good and staff deal well with those who find it more difficult to
behave well. Their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is outstanding.
Children are well aware of what constitutes right and wrong behaviour, seen in their use
of timers to wait for their turn to have a go on the bikes, and their keenness to support
and correct each other. Real interest in learning was evident as children moved around the
Nursery taking pictures of their day for their work with the 'artist in residence'. Children
get on well together and the Nursery is a harmonious place to be, resulting in excellent
equality of opportunity for all. The Nursery is more rigorous in monitoring attendance than
at the time of the last inspection. As a result, attendance has risen, but it remains broadly
average because the attendance of children from some families is poor. Mobility plays a
part in poor attendance, as families in temporary housing are rehoused out of the area.
Children clearly feel safe and secure in their surroundings as they try out new activities.
They adopt healthy lifestyles well and children join in several physical activities throughout
the day. For example, some good balancing on challenging apparatus was seen amongst a
group of children playing outside. Good provision exists for children with special
educational needs and/or disabilities and parents and carers are actively encouraged to
seek help and support from the Nursery. Speech and language development is given high
priority and this also supports those children who are in the early stages of learning
English or speak English as an additional language. Classes in English for speakers of
other languages (ESOL) are held for parents and carers, and a number of different
workshops and activities support parents' and carers' language development so that they,
in turn, can support that of their children.
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Teaching is consistently good. Effective aspects include the way some staff model good
language in order to support the development of speaking and listening skills. The
assessment of what children know, understand and can do, and the tracking of their
progress have greatly improved since the last inspection and are now good. The Nursery is
aware that it is time to refine and reflect on how they gather and use the information they
have in order to make it more accessible for all. The curriculum is outstanding and
particularly strong in creativity. 'Artists in residence' and specific work related to
photography enhance the learning and the progress that children make.�
Leaders and managers are outstanding in inspiring the school community to share a
strong sense of purpose with the needs of children at its heart. The governing body gives
good support and challenge, and acts constructively to hold the school to account for its
performance. Good and accurate self-review, a critical reflective eye and the forward
thinking of the leadership team in developing an outstanding curriculum are ensuring that
the Nursery has good capacity to sustain improvement.

What does the school need to do to improve further?
 Refine the tracking and assessment procedures so that all information is easily
accessible for both teachers and parents.
Raise attendance through increasing parents' and carers' awareness of the positive
impact that regular attendance has on their children's learning.

Outcomes for individuals and groups of children

2

In some aspects, such as communication, language and literacy and creative and physical
development, children make rapid progress. This is particularly strong for those children
who are learning English as an additional language. Children are keen and enthusiastic
learners and they respond extremely well to the outstanding creative curriculum on offer.
Overall, they achieve well. They made good progress when mark-making on the
interactive whiteboards, and then transferring the skills they had learnt into making
shopping lists. They are confident and happy learners, whether working in small support
groups, specifically created to support those with additional language needs, to learn
specific letters and sounds, such as 'p' for potato, or creating their own role-play activities,
for example, by building houses out of big blocks or being 'super heroes' outside.
Children are clear in their understanding about what makes a healthy lifestyle, and
independently dip in and out of the 'snack bar'. Those learning English as an additional
language made particularly good progress when they were playing in the sand, because of
effective intervention and the good modelling of language by adults. As a result, they
really enhance their vocabulary and their speaking skills. Children who are in need of more
specific support are guided very well by staff, who ensure that activities are adapted to
their needs and that just the right amount of help is given. This approach allows the
children to find things out for themselves.
Although there are children who present some challenging attitudes, staff deal with these
challenges well. Children from a small number of families do not attend regularly. The
Nursery recognises the need to encourage better attendance. On more than one occasion,
children were seen trying to resolve problems on their own and also showing some
determination to deal with others who were doing things they shouldn't! Children and staff
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alike genuinely appreciate the cultural diversity within the Nursery and all get on very well
together, for example singing songs led by the children in their first language, including
English, Turkish and Ibo.

These are the grades for children's outcomes
Outcomes for children in the Ear ly Years Foundat ion Stage

2

Children's achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their learning

2

Taking into account:
Children's attainment¹
The quality of children's lear ning and their progress
The quality of learning for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and
their progress

2
2
2

The extent to which children feel safe

2

Children's behav iour

2

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

2

The extent to which children contribute to the school and wider community

2

The extent to which children develop skills that will contr ibute to their future
economic well- being
Taking into account:
Children's attendance¹
The extent of children's spir itual, moral, social and cultural development
1

2

3
1

The grades for attainment and attendance are: 1 is high; 2 is above average; 3 is broadly average; and 4

is low

How effective is the provision?
The good teaching ensures that children make swift progress in their learning. Adults
listen to the children and know their individual interests and abilities very well. Most adults
are good role models of language, which helps to develop children's vocabulary and
understanding well. This is of particular relevance for those children who are in the early
stages of learning English or who speak English as an additional language. Links with the
British Council through the Comenius project enable children to have contact with a school
in Barcelona. Work with 'artists in residence', developing the creative curriculum and the
outstanding links with the local community, including a joint project to improve and
develop a piece of waste land, all support the outstanding curriculum. Consequently, these
cross-curricular links have a positive impact on the good progress that children make in
their learning so that they achieve well. Imaginative and effective use is made of
resources, including new technology, to support learning.
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The assessment of children's knowledge, skills and understanding is regularly undertaken
and is much improved since the last inspection. The children's progress is regularly
tracked so that extra support can be provided as needed. Parents and carers are asked to
contribute to their children's learning and are involved in reviewing what their children
know, understand and can do. This has a positive effect on raising children's self-esteem
and contributes strongly to the excellent� involvement encouraged by the Nursery. All of
this information, while it is good and relevant, is recorded in a variety of different places,
and is not always easily accessible for either teachers or parents and carers. Insufficient
focus has been placed on reviewing how all the information is collated and recorded.
The care and support children receive is outstanding, although more could be done to
encourage regular attendance. Right from when they first come to 'stay and play'
sessions, support is available, not just for the children but also for their families and
carers. The breakfast club is greatly appreciated by parents and carers, and provides a
welcoming and friendly start to the school day.

These are the grades for the quality of provision
The quality of prov ision in the Ear ly Years Foundat ion Stage

2

The quality of teaching

2

Taking into account:
The use of assessment to support learning
The extent to which the curr iculum meets children's needs, including, where relevant,
through partnerships
The effectiveness of care, guidance and support

2

1
1

How effective are leadership and management?
Leaders and managers are very strong in developing a cohesive and united team that is
always seeking the best for the children in their care. The staff are willing and eager to
seek further improvements, and the processes of self-review and evaluation are excellent.
Governance is good, and the governing body acts as an analytical partner with senior
staff. Governors are in a good position to enhance their support still further. Leaders and
managers are committed to driving the school forward and are ambitious for all the
children in their care to succeed. Partnership with parents and carers and with those
supporting learning and well-being is outstanding. Excellent communication between
home and school begins when children first visit the Nursery, either as babies or as
toddlers for 'stay and play' sessions. Parents' and carers' views and opinions are regularly
sought and displayed in the Nursery. The Nursery is particularly successful in
communicating with those families, parents and carers who are more vulnerable.
Community cohesion in the Nursery is outstanding, and this carries through to the links
the Nursery encourages both within the local community and abroad. The diversity of
cultures within the Nursery means that children regularly see how people live in other
parts of the world. The Nursery has a strong and effective commitment to ensuring that all
children have an equal opportunity to thrive and that there is no discrimination. Staff use
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their good knowledge of each child's individual needs and interests well to secure this,
particularly for those children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and for
those who speak English as an additional language. Current requirements in relation to
safeguarding and child protection have been implemented in full. Risk assessments are
clearly written to ensure the safety of children both in the Nursery and when they go out
on visits.

These are the grades for leadership and management
The effectiveness of leadership and management in the Early Years Foundation Stage
The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding ambit ion and dr iving
improvement
Taking into account:
The leadership and management of teaching and learning
The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and support ing the
school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and statutory responsibilities met

1
1

1

2

The effectiveness of the school's engagement with parents and carers

1

The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being

1

The effectiveness with which the school promotes equality of opportunity and tackles
discr iminat ion

1

The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures

2

The effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion

1

The effectiveness with which the school deploys resources to achieve value for money

2

Views of parents and carers
Around two thirds of the parents and carers returned the questionnaires. All of those who
did were overwhelmingly positive about the Nursery, although they made very few written
comments. The one negative concern raised in one of the returns has already been
addressed by the Nursery.
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Responses from parents and carers to Ofsted's questionnaire
The inspection team received 64 completed questionnaires by the end of the on-site inspection. In total,
there are 106 children registered at the school.
Statements

Strongly
agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Total

%

Total

%

Total

%

Total

%

My child enjoys school

58

91

5

8

1

2

0

0

The school keeps my child
safe

42

66

21

33

1

2

0

0

My school informs me about
my child's progress

41

64

22

34

0

0

1

2

My child is making enough
progress at this school

43

67

18

28

0

0

1

2

The teaching is good at this
school

41

64

19

30

1

2

1

2

The school helps me to
suppor t my child's learning

40

63

23

36

1

2

0

0

The school helps my child to
have a healthy lifestyle

38

59

25

39

1

2

0

0

The school makes sure that
my child is well prepared for
the future (for example
changing year gr oup,
changing school, and for
children w ho are finishing
school, entering further or
higher education, or entering
employment)

35

55

26

41

2

3

0

0

The school meets my child's
particular needs

30

47

31

50

2

3

0

0

The school deals effectively
with unacceptable behaviour

34

53

28

44

1

2

0

0

The school takes account of
my suggestions and concer ns

27

42

34

53

2

3

1

2

The school is led and
managed effectively

34

53

25

39

1

2

1

2

Overall, I am happy with my
child's experience at this
school

47

73

15

23

2

3

0

0

The table above summarises the responses that parents and carers made to each statement. The
percentages indicate the proportion of parents and carers giving that response out of the total number of
completed questionnaires. Where one or more parents and carers chose not to answer a particular question,
the percentages will not add up to 100%.
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Glossary
What inspection judgements mean
Grade

Judgement

Description

Grade 1

Outstanding

These features are highly effective. An outstanding school
provides exceptionally well for all its children's needs.

Grade 2

Good

These are very positive features of a school. A school that
is good is serving its children well.

Grade 3

Satisfactory

These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory
school is providing adequately for its children.

Grade 4

Inadequate

These features are not of an acceptable standard. An
inadequate school needs to make significant improvement
in order to meet the needs of its children. Ofsted
inspectors will make further visits until it improves.

Overall effectiveness of schools
Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools)
Type of school

Outstanding

Good

Satisfactory

Inadequate

Nursery schools

59

35

3

3

Primary schools

9

44

39

7

Secondary schools

13

36

41

11

Sixth forms

15

39

43

3

Special schools

35

43

17

5

Pupil referral units

21

42

29

9

All schools

13

43

37

8

New school inspection arrangements were introduced on 1 September 2009. This means that inspectors now
make some additional judgements that were not made previously.
The data in the table above are for the period 1 September 2009 to 31 August 2010 and are consistent with
the latest published official statistics about maintained school inspec tion outcomes (see
www.ofsted.gov.uk).
The sample of schools inspected during 2009/10 was not representative of all schools nationally, as weaker
schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.
Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100.
Sixth form figures reflect the judgements made for the overall effectiveness of the sixth form in secondary
schools, special schools and pupil referral units.
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Common terminology used by inspectors
Achievement:

the progress and success of a child in their learning
and development.

Attainment:

in other phases of school, for example primary
schools, attainment is the standard of the pupils'
work shown by test and examination results and in
lessons. However, there is no national average for
three- and four-year-olds. Therefore, in inspections of
nursery schools, inspectors take account of
expectations in the age-related bands of the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Capacity to improve:

the proven ability of the school to continue
improving. Inspectors base this judgement on what
the school has accomplished so far and on the quality
of its systems to maintain improvement.

Leadership and management:

the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities,
not just the headteacher, to identifying priorities,
directing and motivating staff and running the school.

Learning:

how well children acquire knowledge, develop their
understanding, learn and practise skills and are
developing their competence as learners.

Overall effectiveness:

inspectors form a judgement on a school's overall
effectiveness based on the findings from their
inspection of the school. The following judgements,
in particular, influence what the overall effectiveness
judgement will be.
The school's capacity for sustained
improvement.
Outcomes for individuals and groups of
children.
The quality of teaching.
The extent to which the curriculum meets
children's needs, including, where relevant,
through partnerships.
The effectiveness of care, guidance and
support.

Progress:

the rate at which children are learning in nursery
sessions and over longer periods of time.
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and
carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted's
main findings from the inspection of their school.

8 March 2011
Dear Children
Inspection of Pembury House Nursery School, Haringey N17 9XZ
It was lovely to meet some of you when we came to visit your Nursery. We really liked
some of the activities that you do. We enjoyed watching you ride your bikes, play in the
sand and make pancakes out of play-dough, which looked delicious!
 You go to a good Nursery that is led and managed very well. �
Adults look after you extremely well and make sure that there are lots of interesting
things for you to do. This helps you to make good progress in your learning, and to
achieve well.
You make particularly good progress in communication, language and literacy and in
your creative and physical development. For example, some of you ride your bikes
very well.
You enjoy learning and most of you behave well. We were impressed with the way
you help one another and try to sort out any problems you may have.��
Your parents and carers are very pleased with your Nursery, and the links between
your Nursery and your parents and carers are outstanding.
The many activities that are provided for you are outstanding. They include lots of
exciting things for you to do, such as working with the artists, learning about
photography and learning how to play the African drums.
Your teachers and other adults really support you in helping you to develop your
skills, knowledge and understanding, particularly of the world around you.
There are excellent links with other groups and with other people, all of whom help
you to make good progress in your learning.
I hope that you continue to enjoy the fun things that there are to do. Even in good
schools there are things that can be improved so I have asked the adults to review the
way they check your progress. We have also asked them to work with your parents and
carers to improve attendance. You and your families can help by making sure that you
come to Nursery every day.
Yours sincerely
Sue Vale
Lead inspector
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set
out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspect ions', which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please
telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquir ies@ofsted.gov.uk.

