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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
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Court Advisor y Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
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cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 1234 234, or email enquir ies@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational pur poses, as long as you give
details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the documentation in any way.
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Royal Exchange Buildings
St Ann's Square
Manchester
M2 7LA
T: 0300 1234 234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquir ies@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
© Crown copyright 2010

Inspection report: St Thomas and St Anne CofE Primary School, 20–21 September 2010

3 of 14

Introduction
This inspection was carried out by two additional inspectors. Four teachers were observed
teaching seven lessons. In addition, inspectors sampled five lessons taken by teaching
assistants which included forest school for Reception children and focused support in
literacy for older pupils. Meetings were held with governors, staff and groups of pupils and
informal discussions were held with pupils, parents and carers on the playground. The
inspectors observed the school's work, and looked at documents, including policies and
procedures relating to the safeguarding of pupils, self-evaluation records and assessment
information. The inspectors analysed questionnaires on behalf of 32 pupils from parents
and carers, 36 from pupils and 13 from staff.
The inspection team reviewed many aspects of the school's work. It looked in detail at the
following:
Pupils' attainment and progress in mathematics.
Pupils' progress in Key Stage 2, especially in Year 3 and Year 4.
How well more able pupils are challenged to do their best.
The effectiveness of arrangements in the Early Years Foundation Stage to promote
children's independent learning.

Information about the school
This is a small primary school which draws many of its pupils from outside the village in
which it is located. The vast majority of pupils are of White British origin. The percentage
of pupils known to be eligible for free school meals is below average. The proportion of
pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities is below average. Most of these
pupils have moderate learning difficulties. Children join Nursery from a variety of preschool settings including the on-site setting, Hanwood Pre-school. This Pre-school is
privately managed and subject to a separate inspection. Most children transfer to the
school's Reception class, either in September or January. Reception children are taught
usually with Year 1 pupils, especially in the autumn term, but sometimes separately or
with the Nursery children. All other pupils are taught in two mixed age classes. The school
has Healthy Schools status and holds the Eco-Schools Green Flag and Activemark Gold
awards.
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Inspection judgements
Overall effectiveness: how good is the school?

3

The school's capacity for sustained improvement

2

Main findings
This is a satisfactory and improving school. A very large majority of parents are pleased
with the quality of education it provides. Although attainment remains average overall by
the end of Year 6, it has increased steadily since the last inspection in the younger years.
Children's skills by the end of Reception now exceed national expectations and pupils'
standards in Key Stage 1 are above average. This is a direct result of management
decisions that have focused on building the success of the school from 'the bottom up'. As
a result, teaching and the pace of pupils' learning have improved and the proportion of
lessons that are good or better has increased. To raise achievement further the school's
leaders are rightly focused on ensuring greater consistency in the rate of pupils' progress,
strengthening curriculum provision and the use of assessment in Key Stage 2, especially in
mathematics.
The school has a considerable number of strengths. The Early Years Foundation Stage is
well organised. Children settle very quickly and make good progress. Pupils enjoy school,
as reflected in their excellent attendance. They take a keen interest in their natural
environs and make good use of the varied opportunities they have to exercise
responsibility and develop reasoned, mature views.
The capacity of the school to improve further is good. The headteacher and governing
body provide purposeful leadership. There is a clear sense of direction to the school's
work, deriving from accurate self-evaluation. This is securely based on effective analysis of
a range of evidence gathered through the school's well established monitoring procedures.
For example, leaders have correctly identified that work is needed to develop the school's
contribution to community cohesion and pupils' knowledge of diverse cultures.

What does the school need to do to improve further?
 Raise standards and accelerate pupils' progress in Key Stage 2 by
providing pupils with a wider range of opportunities to develop their investigative
and reasoning skills in mathematics
planning more opportunities for pupils to consolidate and extend their literacy
and numeracy skills in other subjects
Ensure full consistency in the quality of teaching and assessment in Key Stage 2 by
maintaining a brisk pace to all lessons, so that pupils, especially the more able,
are fully challenged
making full use of assessment opportunities to guide and extend pupils' learning

Inspection report: St Thomas and St Anne CofE Primary School, 20–21 September 2010

5 of 14

Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory, and 4 is inadequate
Please tur n to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

Accelerate the implementation of the school's plans for strengthening community
cohesion and in so doing enhance pupils' cultural awareness by providing them with
more first-hand experiences of people from different national and/or ethnic
backgrounds.
Up to 40% of the schools whose overall effectiveness is judged satisfactory may
receive a monitoring visit by an Ofsted inspector before their next section 5
inspection.

Outcomes for individuals and groups of pupils

3

Pupils' achievement is satisfactory. Children's skills when they join Year 1 are now above
average. Historical evidence shows that standards in Year 6 have been broadly average
for the last three years but these pupils' started in Year 1 with average standards, which
means that over time they have made satisfactory progress. Standards in English have
been higher than in mathematics. Most pupils make good progress in English, but
progress in mathematics is satisfactory overall. There are some variations in progress
between year groups. Pupils make good progress in Key Stage 1 and now commence Key
Stage 2 with above average standards, but progress has been slower in Year 3 and Year
4. However, the present Year 6 pupils have made good progress. This pattern of progress
is largely replicated for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities. Lessons
seen during the inspection and a sample of pupils' books broadly confirm the above
picture. Year 1 pupils questioned the Vicar about baptism practices and wider religious
concepts with great curiosity and a surprising degree of maturity. Pupils in Year 2 and
Year 3, in their first writing task of the new term, made good efforts to write enterprising
stories about Red Riding Hood using some expressive verbs and adverbial place phrases.
While some of the older pupils were confident in tackling problem-solving tasks and
explaining their reasoning in mathematics, others were unsure how to proceed and this
was not picked up quickly by the teacher. Pupils with special educational needs and/or
disabilities made good progress in small group lessons for literacy but on other occasions
their progress was more variable.
The attitudes and behaviour of the vast majority of pupils are good. A very few older
pupils behave less well. Although this behaviour is managed well, it slows the pace of
learning at times. Pupils relate well to each other and to the staff. They emphasise that
they feel safe and well cared for. The school's awards for promoting healthy life-styles are
well merited. Despite the small size of the school, pupils take part enthusiastically in a
wide range of physical activities and have a good awareness of how to stay healthy. Their
very effective contribution to the school, for example, in the roles of school councillors,
healthy champions and eco-representatives fosters their self-confidence, sense of
independence and social and speaking skills well. Pupils' spiritual, moral, social and
cultural development is good, but there are some gaps in their knowledge and
understanding of other cultures. Although attendance is outstanding pupils' average
standards in literacy and numeracy means that they are satisfactorily prepared for the
next stage in their education.
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These are the grades for pupils' outcomes
Pupils' achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their learning
Taking into account:
Pupils' attainment¹
The quality of pupils' learning and their progress
The quality of learning for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities
and their progress

3
3
3
3

The extent to which pupils feel safe

2

Pupils' behav iour

2

The extent to which pupils adopt healthy lifesty les

2

The extent to which pupils contribute to the school and wider community

2

The extent to which pupils develop wor kplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being
Taking into account:
Pupils' attendance¹
The extent of pupils' spir itual, moral, social and cultural development
1

3

1
2

The grades for attainment and attendance are: 1 is high; 2 is above average; 3 is broadly average; and 4

is low

How effective is the provision?
Teachers have good subject knowledge and make good use of questions to test pupils'
understanding of new concepts. They use new technology effectively to capture pupils'
attention and sustain this well through carefully prepared resources and tasks which are
well designed to promote pupils' enjoyment of their learning. The pace of learning is brisk
in lessons in Key Stage 1 and supported well by pupils' impeccable behaviour which
ensures that no time is lost. Lesson endings are used well to check and reinforce pupils'
learning. This pace is not fully maintained in Key Stage 2. On a few occasions, detailed
lesson planning does not result in tasks which provide just the right amount of challenge
for the different levels of ability in the mixed-age classes and not enough good use is
made of short feedback sessions in lessons to review and guide pupils' learning. This
reduces the time pupils have to complete tasks fully and extend their learning.
Enrichment activities make a significant contribution to pupils' personal development and
their enjoyment of learning. Pupils participate keenly in the wide range of activities,
spanning sport, music and art and are appreciative of the opportunities offered by the new
learning pod facility, for example, to support their homework. The curriculum promotes
the development of literacy skills well in Key Stage 1 and new initiatives are emerging to
extend pupils' learning by making more explicit links between subjects in Key Stage 2 and
to develop wider opportunities for gifted and talented pupils. Provision for pupils with
special educational needs and/or disabilities is well established. This, together with other
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intervention programmes for pupils at risk of underachieving, has been effective in
keeping pupils on track in Key Stage 2.
An important factor in pupils' wellbeing is their sense of emotional security at school.
Pupils make full use of the attractively varied facilities, which include opportunities for
music-making, in the well maintained school grounds, to arrive at lessons refreshed and in
a positive frame of mind. The emotional and social needs of pupils whose circumstances
may make them vulnerable are met well by staff, support from specialists or through
partnership with other agencies. A meticulous approach to recording and following up
attendance has helped to ensure the school achieved its challenging target for attendance
last year.

These are the grades for the quality of provision
The quality of teaching
Taking into account:
The use of assessment to support learning
The extent to which the curr iculum meets pupils' needs, including, where relevant,
through partnerships
The effectiveness of care, guidance and support

2
2

3
2

How effective are leadership and management?
The headteacher's focused approach and strong aspirations for pupils' achievement have
been fundamental to recent improvements. The skilful use of an appropriate range of
monitoring systems has ensured that the school's work is very effectively reviewed, the
right priorities are identified and the necessary actions taken. Pupils' progress is closely
tracked, which has supported the setting of increasingly challenging targets. Colleagues
who have taken on subject responsibilities have been supported well to acquire expertise
in their new roles. The governing body provides good levels of support and challenge and
has been particularly effective in ensuring that the difficult exercise of restructuring staff in
the light of fluctuating numbers on the school roll has been well managed. School leaders
are vigilant in ensuring pupils are safe and systems for child protection are based on good
procedures and practice. The school promotes equalities to only a satisfactory level as its
good work in supporting pupils pastorally is not yet matched in similar outcomes for pupils'
academic progress in Key Stage 2. There are emergent plans in place to pursue national
and global links to strengthen the promotion of community cohesion.
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These are the grades for leadership and management
The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding ambit ion and dr iving
improvement
Taking into account:
The leadership and management of teaching and learning
The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and support ing the
school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and statutory responsibilities met

2

2

2

The effectiveness of the school's engagement with parents and carers

2

The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being

2

The effectiveness with which the school promotes equality of opportunity and tackles
discr iminat ion

3

The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures

2

The effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion

3

The effectiveness with which the school deploys resources to achieve value for money

3

Early Years Foundation Stage
When children start Nursery their skills and knowledge are largely in line with those
expected for their age. A strength of the setting, much appreciated by parents, is the close
links with the pre-school which enable children to settle and adapt to routines
exceptionally quickly. Meticulous attention is paid to children's welfare requirements and
no opportunities are missed to enable them to take physical exercise, for example, by
hopping while carrying out counting routines. Relationships with adults are excellent and
independence actively fostered. Consequently children are confident to talk about their
experiences. They are keen to make suggestions and demonstrate, for example, how they
can negotiate a safe way back to their place mats in the school hall. This good progress is
maintained in Reception. The children (currently all boys) thoroughly enjoy their learning,
because it is well adapted to their interests and stimulates their curiosity. The
opportunities afforded by Forest School are skilfully planned to combine the indoor and
outdoor aspects of children's learning. The boys, for example, took great pleasure in
gathering berries and weighing out ingredients to make tasty blackberry and apple
crumbles.
Good leadership and management has been instrumental in improving the quality of
provision since the previous inspection. Children's progress is accurately reviewed and
there are good plans in place to make fuller use of the other outside areas to extend
children's skills further, especially in numeracy and writing.

Inspection report: St Thomas and St Anne CofE Primary School, 20–21 September 2010

9 of 14

Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory, and 4 is inadequate
Please tur n to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

These are the grades for the Early Years Foundation Stage
Overall effectiveness of the Ear ly Years Foundation Stage
Taking into account:
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage
The quality of provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the Early Years Foundation
Stage

2
2
2
2

Views of parents and carers
The statistical responses reflect the very positive views that parents and carers hold about
the school. Few written comments were received. These were largely complimentary,
especially with regard to provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage. Inspection findings
corroborate these views almost entirely, as is described elsewhere in this report.
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Responses from parents and carers to Ofsted's questionnaire
Ofsted invited all the registered parents and carers of pupils registered at St Thomas and St Anne CofE
Primary School to complete a questionnaire about their views of the school.
In the questionnaire, parents and carers were asked to recor d how strongly they agreed with 13 statements
about the school. The inspection team received 32 completed questionnaires by the end of the on-site
inspection. In total, there are 96 pupils registered at the school.
Statements

Strongly
agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Total

%

Total

%

Total

%

Total

%

My child enjoys school

22

69

10

31

0

0

0

0

The school keeps my child
safe

24

75

8

25

0

0

0

0

My school informs me about
my child's progress

20

63

8

25

4

13

0

0

My child is making enough
progress at this school

21

66

8

25

3

9

0

0

The teaching is good at this
school

19

59

13

41

0

0

0

0

The school helps me to
suppor t my child's learning

18

56

14

44

0

0

0

0

The school helps my child to
have a healthy lifestyle

22

69

10

31

0

0

0

0

The school makes sure that
my child is well prepared for
the future (for example
changing year gr oup,
changing school, and for
children w ho are finishing
school, entering further or
higher education, or entering
employment)

18

56

11

34

1

3

0

0

The school meets my child's
particular needs

19

59

10

31

2

6

0

0

The school deals effectively
with unacceptable behaviour

16

50

11

34

1

3

0

0

The school takes account of
my suggestions and concer ns

18

56

13

41

0

0

0

0

The school is led and
managed effectively

20

63

11

34

0

0

0

0

Overall, I am happy with my
child's experience at this
school

24

75

8

25

0

0

0

0

The table above summarises the responses that parents and carers made to each statement. The
percentages indicate the proportion of parents and carers giving that response out of the total number of
completed questionnaires. Where one or more parents and carers chose not to answer a particular question,
the percentages will not add up to 100%.
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Glossary
What inspection judgements mean
Grade

Judgement

Description

Grade 1

Outstanding

These features are highly effective. An outstanding school
provides exceptionally well for all its pupils' needs.

Grade 2

Good

These are very positive features of a school. A school that
is good is serving its pupils well.

Grade 3

Satisfactory

These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory
school is providing adequately for its pupils.

Grade 4

Inadequate

These features are not of an acceptable standard. An
inadequate school needs to make significant improvement
in order to meet the needs of its pupils. Ofsted inspectors
will make further visits until it improves.

Overall effectiveness of schools
Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools)
Type of school

Outstanding

Good

Satisfactory

Inadequate

Nursery schools

58

36

4

2

Primary schools

8

43

40

9

Secondary schools

10

35

42

13

Sixth forms

13

39

45

3

Special schools

33

42

20

4

Pupil referral units

18

40

29

12

All schools

11

42

38

9

New school inspection arrangements were introduced on 1 September 2009. This means that inspectors now
make some additional judgements that were not made previously.
The data in the table above are for the period 1 September 2009 to 31 March 2010 and are the most
recently published data available (see www.ofsted.gov.uk). Please note that the sample of schools
inspected during the autumn and spring terms 2009/10 was not representative of all schools national ly, as
weaker schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.
Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100. Secondar y school figures include those that
have sixth forms, and sixth form figures include only the data specifically for sixth form inspection
judgements.
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Common terminology used by inspectors
Achievement:

the progress and success of a pupil in their learning,
development or training.

Attainment:

the standard of the pupils' work shown by test and
examination results and in lessons.

Capacity to improve:

the proven ability of the school to continue
improving. Inspectors base this judgement on what
the school has accomplished so far and on the quality
of its systems to maintain improvement.

Leadership and management:

the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities,
not just the headteacher, to identifying priorities,
directing and motivating staff and running the school.

Learning:

how well pupils acquire knowledge, develop their
understanding, learn and practise skills and are
developing their competence as learners.

Overall effectiveness:

inspectors form a judgement on a school's overall
effectiveness based on the findings from their
inspection of the school. The following judgements,
in particular, influence what the overall effectiveness
judgement will be.
The school's capacity for sustained
improvement.
Outcomes for individuals and groups of pupils.
The quality of teaching.
The extent to which the curriculum meets
pupils' needs, including, where relevant,
through partnerships.
The effectiveness of care, guidance and
support.

Progress:

the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons and
over longer periods of time. It is often measured by
comparing the pupils' attainment at the end of a key
stage with their attainment when they started.
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and
carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted's
main findings from the inspection of their school.

22 September 2010
Dear Pupils
Inspection of St Thomas and St Anne CofE Primary School, Shrewsbury, SY5
8JN
I would like to thank you for your help when the inspection team visited your school
recently. This is what we found out.
Yours is a satisfactory and improving school and there are several good things about it.
The following are particularly important: Children get off to a good start in Nursery and
Reception. Pupils also make good progress in Key Stage 1 and standards in Year 2 are
above average. Nearly all pupils behave well. You enjoy school and develop your personal
and social skills well. You feel safe and practise healthy lifestyles well. The headteacher
and staff are making sure that your learning is steadily improving.
To make sure that standards are also regularly above average by Year 6 and improve your
progress in Key Stage 2, especially in mathematics, I have asked the staff to do some
things. The staff are to give you better chances in mathematics to carry out investigations
and explain the reasons for your thinking and more chances to develop your skills in
literacy and numeracy in other subjects. Teachers should also make sure that lessons
always move at a fast pace and make full use of assessment. In this way you will be kept
on your toes to do your best, especially those pupils who find learning easier. Finally, I
have asked the staff to help you find out more about the lives of people of other
backgrounds and nationalities.
All of you can help by keeping up your super attendance and trying your hardest,
especially in mathematics.
Yours sincerely
Derek Aitken
Lead inspector
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set
out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspect ions', which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please
telephone 0300 1234 234, or email enquir ies@ofsted.gov.uk.

