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Introduction
This inspection was carried out by three additional inspectors. They observed 8 teachers in
17 lessons. Meetings were held with governors, groups of pupils and staff. Different
aspects of the school's work were observed and documentation scrutinised, including that
relating to safeguarding practices, the school's self-evaluation and development planning,
as well as 48 returned questionnaires from parents and carers.
The inspection team reviewed many aspects of the school's work. It looked in detail at the
following;
The rigour of the school's systems for tracking pupils' progress and setting
challenging targets.
The consistency of teaching in ensuring that pupils learn well in their lessons and
improve their basic skills, particularly in writing.
The effectiveness of its inclusion practice in ensuring less-able pupils and those with
special educational needs and/or disabilities make good progress.
The extent to which the school's care and support arrangements promote pupils'
personal and social development.
How well governors and school leaders have coped with recent challenges and
worked together in promoting school improvement.

Information about the school
This is an average size primary school. Almost all pupils are of White British heritage and
there are a few pupils learning English as an additional language. The proportion of pupils
with special educational needs and/or disabilities is average as is the proportion of those
known to be eligible for free school meals. The school shares the site with a special school
with which it has close professional links. The school has gained National Healthy Schools
status and Activemark and is a Forest School committed to pupil development through the
use of a woodland environment.
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Inspection judgements
Overall effectiveness: how good is the school?

3

The school's capacity for sustained improvement

2

Main findings
Bocking Church Street is a satisfactory and improving school with good features. Since the
last inspection, the school has been able to substantially improve its learning environment
with refurbished classrooms; a new hall and much enhanced outside play areas. It is in
the process of overcoming a recent fall in pupils' standards and now ensures that the
great majority of pupils achieve appropriately and develop well in terms of their personal
and social growth.
The school has taken some time to adjust its teaching and other provision to a more
socially diverse intake with younger pupils having below average standards on entry. This
adjustment has been most effective in Years 1 and 2 where current school tracking shows
pupils making often good progress. This is particularly so in reading and mathematics
where pupils reach average standards. Teaching quality is more variable in later years so
that pupil progress is more satisfactory than good. Consequently Year 6 pupils reach
average standards in reading, mathematics and science but fewer than expected pupils
attain higher levels in writing.
Other outcomes are stronger. All parents agree that the good safeguarding procedures
around the school ensure that their children feel exceptionally safe. Behaviour in lessons
and around the school is good and pupils take advantage of the various opportunities both
in school and in the local community to be actively engaged in their learning.
Most teachers are well organised, have clear expectations about behaviour and get on well
with pupils. Most work hard to provide interesting activities including effective use of f
information and communication technology. The better teaching provides more
challenging learning opportunities where pupils know what they have to do to succeed.
Less effective practice lacks pace and does not provide a sufficient range of learning
activities to meet the needs of the wide range of abilities in each class. Those pupils with
special educational needs and/or disabilities are usually well supported but there are
missed opportunities to use learning support staff fully in whole class and group work.
Teachers' marking is positive but does not consistently show pupils how they can improve
work.
There is a strong school commitment to providing a relevant and engaging curriculum. A
recent OFSTED subject inspection praised the school's provision for physical education and
sports activities and as a Forest School children benefit from a range of woodland and
other outdoor activities that contribute significantly to their personal and social
development.
A further strength of the school is its effective care, guidance and support. This includes
targeted support for those with particular needs and close working with its partners and
agencies to help vulnerable pupils and others who have not succeeded elsewhere.
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All governors and senior staff have a clear understanding of the school's strengths and
weaknesses and what is needed to bring about further improvement. They have been
particularly successful in improving the school environment and establishing many links
with the local community that enrich provision. They nonetheless recognise that as part of
wider community cohesion, there is a need to develop links with different schools and
communities across the United Kingdom and abroad. The headteacher has widened
participation in school leadership and staff are fully involved in developing rigorous
procedures for tracking pupil progress and developing means of accurately evaluating
teaching and learning. The school is successfully focusing on those areas that will improve
pupil progress and has significantly enhanced the school environment and maintained or
improved some aspects such as the Early Years Foundation Stage, curriculum, inclusion
and care. For these reasons the school demonstrates a good capacity for sustained
improvement.

What does the school need to do to improve further?
 Ensure teaching and learning is consistently good, particularly in Years 3 to 6 by:
improving the challenge and pace of learning in some lessons
increasing the focus on writing in order to improve pupils' higher level skills
involving learning support staff more actively in whole class learning activities
and group work
ensuring marking practice helps pupils know how they can improve against
National Curriculum standards.
Improve community cohesion by:
providing more learning opportunities and experiences that help pupils better
appreciate the wider diversity within British society.
building on some of the current overseas links that help pupils' awareness of the
wider world.
About 40% of the schools whose overall effectiveness is judged to be satisfactory
may receive a monitoring visit by an Ofsted inspector before their next section 5
inspection.

Outcomes for individuals and groups of pupils

3

A significant proportion of pupils come to the school with standards a little below for their
age and make satisfactory progress to attain broadly average standards at the end of Year
6. Many pupils make better progress in Years 1 to 2, where there is considerable good
teaching, and reach standards close to the national average in reading, writing and
mathematics. Good progress was evident for example, in a Year 1 numeracy lesson where
an imaginative learning activity engaged pupils and pose questions and think through
possible answers. Pupils make slower progress in Years 3 to 6 where the quality of
teaching is more variable. Work seen in lessons and pupils' books is average in most years
though writing continues to be weaker than reading for older pupils. Observations and the
school's data indicate pupils are making good progress up to Year 3 and the school is
working hard to further improve provision in later years in order to sustain this. Lesson
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observations and data indicate that those with special educational needs and/or disabilities
achieve as well as others and the majority of higher ability pupils reach their targets.
The great majority of pupils enjoy school reflected in their good attendance rates and
positive attitudes to learning. They behave well and appreciate opportunities to take
responsibility. The School Council is very active and pupils have helped shape the use of
outside facilities, participated in anti-bullying events and supported various charities.
Pupils act as monitors, play leaders, librarians and house captains and are closely involved
in various village, church and community activities including the 'May Fayre'. Healthy
lifestyles is also a strong feature with pupils participating fully in various sports and
outdoor play activities and actively promoting healthy eating. For example, in setting up a
fruit tuck shop and supporting 'healthy lunchboxes'. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development is good and this is reflected in pupils' positive and responsible behaviour and
readiness to respond to the many opportunities for reflection. Cultural development is not
as strong though pupils respond well to work in lessons on religions and other societies.
Awareness of, and contact with, the wider British society is less evident though work is in
hand.

These are the grades for pupils' outcomes
Pupils' achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their learning
Taking into account:
Pupils' attainment¹
The quality of pupils' learning and their progress
The quality of learning for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities
and their progress

3
3
3
3

The extent to which pupils feel safe

2

Pupils' behav iour

2

The extent to which pupils adopt healthy lifesty les

2

The extent to which pupils contribute to the school and wider community

2

The extent to which pupils develop wor kplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being
Taking into account:
Pupils' attendance¹
The extent of pupils' spir itual, moral, social and cultural development
1

3

2
2

The grades for attainment and attendance are: 1 is high; 2 is above average; 3 is broadly average; and 4

is low

How effective is the provision?
The school focus on improving practice has resulted in much of teaching being good and
on occasion outstanding but some staff have not fully embraced and implemented this
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good practice. Examples of particularly good teaching were seen in a Year 1 physical
education lesson where the enthusiastic teacher, actively supported by the teaching
assistant, demonstrated and explained accurate throwing and catching ball skills. Pupils
were thoroughly engaged and with expert guidance demonstrated vastly improved
performance over the lesson. In a fast paced Year 6 English lesson the teacher used
autobiography as an effective vehicle for extended writing and set challenging targets for
accuracy and presentation. By contrast, less effective lessons, while often carefully
planned and potentially interesting, lacked pace and varied challenge with excessive
teacher talk and limited involvement of the teaching assistant.
Considerable effort has been made by staff working together, to develop an interesting
and relevant curriculum. This has been helped by a donation of woodland for school use
and the accessibility of ICT with the acquisition of suites of laptop computers together
with the development of the school website to support learning in and out of school.
There is a strong focus on improving literacy and numeracy, helped by the training and
support of local authority consultants in the school.
As a community school its intake includes all abilities and needs, both the very able as well
as a considerable number with behavioural concerns and learning needs. The Network
Family Liaison Worker provides valuable support and as an inclusive school it has a
successful track record of supporting vulnerable children and others who have not
succeeded elsewhere.

These are the grades for the quality of provision
The quality of teaching
Taking into account:
The use of assessment to support learning
The extent to which the curr iculum meets pupils' needs, including, where relevant,
through partnerships
The effectiveness of care, guidance and support

3
3

2
2

How effective are leadership and management?
The headteacher and staff have established shared procedures for assessing and tracking
pupil progress and accurately evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in teaching and
learning across the school. These strengths have improved provision and pupil progress in
Early Years Foundation Stage and Years 1 and 2 but have yet to ensure pupils make good
progress in later years.
Most parents and carers are able to walk to school and meet the teachers at the start and
finish of each day. The headteacher operates an open door policy and there is a website
which contains much information and opportunities to contact the school. There is a very
active Friends Association and the school makes full use of its liaison worker and other
agencies to maintain contact with hard to reach families. The school has similarly good
links with the community and the different support agencies that enable it to maintain its
effective support and guidance. Effectiveness in promoting equal opportunities is generally
good in terms of monitoring and responding to the needs of particular groups of pupils,
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notably those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, boys and girls and
different ability groups.
The school benefits from well informed and very involved governors representing all
aspects of the local community including the church, housing association, businesses, local
authority and parents. Through these various links the governors provide valuable
feedback to the school and are effective partners in school improvement. The headteacher
and governors have carried out the community cohesion audit and recognise that despite
very close involvement with the local community, pupils appreciation of other communities
and cultures can be enhanced through wider national and international links.
All policies are in place and are reviewed regularly. Governors have been fully involved in
the physical improvement of the school site and establishing a safe environment for both
staff and pupils. This includes ensuring the site perimeter is secure and the considerable
outdoor equipment is safe.

These are the grades for leadership and management
The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding ambit ion and dr iving
improvement
Taking into account:
The leadership and manage ment of teaching and learning
The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and support ing the
school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and statutory responsibilities met

3

3

2

The effectiveness of the school's engagement with parents and carers

2

The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being

2

The effectiveness with which the school promotes equality of opportunity and tackles
discr iminat ion

2

The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures

2

The effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion

3

The effectiveness with which the school deploys resources to achieve value for money

3

Early Years Foundation Stage
Children come to Reception with widely different abilities and experiences and are helped
to learn and develop well because of the good provision. The school currently has three
intakes over the year and that means that a considerable number have limited time to
develop their communication, language and literacy. Those that benefit from a whole
year's attendance are able to show good progress in their literacy and mathematical
development. However, most children quickly learn to listen attentively, follow instructions
and readily respond confidently and appropriately reflecting good social skills and
expectations. Close attention is given to safeguarding with children knowing how to keep
safe. Children are happy and well behaved and there are good routines that support a
healthy lifestyle such as handwashing before lunch.
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Provision has been massively improved by the rebuilding and remodelling of both the
indoor and outdoor areas. These are now stimulating and attractive and allow children to
move freely between different learning and play activities. Teaching is good and effective
use of the interactive whiteboard is made when reinforcing learning of the alphabet and
practising phonics. A child with special educational needs and/or disabilities was well
supported in a lesson and in the combined Reception and Year 1 sessions, the learning
activities were seen to be appropriately varied for the different ages and abilities. Time is
well used though on occasion, children spend too long on the carpet listening to the
teacher.
Regular observation and assessment by teachers and support staff are used effectively to
ensure that work is well matched to children's needs.
Leadership and management of Early Years Foundation Stage is good. Learning is
thoughtfully planned and thorough assessments plus external moderation confirms them
to be accurate. There is a strong focus on inclusion and support for all children's needs
and the Early Years leader has provided the vision that has shaped the rebuilding and
development of this area. This includes active involvement in the Forest Schools initiative
that has helped children develop their communication and language skills, awareness of
the world and the personal and social development.

These are the grades for the Early Years Foundation Stage
Overall effectiveness of the Ear ly Years Foundation Stage
Taking into account:
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage
The quality of provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the Early Years Foundation
Stage

2
2
2
2

Views of parents and carers
Of those who responded to the questionnaire, the great majority of parents and carers
were very supportive and a significant number wrote about the help and extra support
their children receive. There were a few concerns about pupil misbehaviour that may
relate to previous years. Inspectors noted that there are a few pupils who need firm but
positive support but found very few recorded instances of recent serious misbehaviour,
and behaviour seen in lessons and around the school was good. Inspectors observed that
the school provided opportunities for parents and carers to make contact at the start and
end of each day and through the school website but noted that some parents and carers
felt that more could be done to keep them informed.
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Responses from parents and carers to Ofsted's questionnaire
Ofsted invited all the registered parents and carers of pupils registered at Bocking Church Street Primar y
School to complete a questionnaire about their views of the sc hool.
In the questionnaire, parents and carers were asked to recor d how strongly they agreed with 13 statements
about the school. The inspection team received 48 completed questionnaires by the end of the on-site
inspection. In total, there are 190 pupils registered at the school.
Statements

Strongly
agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Total

%

Total

%

Total

%

Total

%

My child enjoys school

26

54

20

42

2

4

0

0

The school keeps my child
safe

28

58

20

42

0

0

0

0

My school informs me about
my child's progress

20

42

22

46

4

8

2

4

My child is making enough
progress at this school

20

42

23

48

2

4

2

4

The teaching is good at this
school

20

42

24

50

1

2

0

0

The school helps me to
suppor t my child's learning

20

42

25

52

2

4

1

2

The school helps my child to
have a healthy lifestyle

20

42

25

52

2

4

0

0

The school makes sure that
my child is well prepared for
the future (for example
changing year gr oup,
changing school, and for
children w ho are finishing
school, entering further or
higher education, or entering
employment)

16

33

27

56

1

2

0

0

The school meets my child's
particular needs

22

46

19

40

4

8

1

2

The school deals effectively
with unacceptable behaviour

13

27

24

50

4

8

3

6

The school takes account of
my suggestions and concer ns

13

27

27

56

5

10

1

2

The school is led and
managed effectively

25

52

18

38

1

2

1

2

Overall, I am happy with my
child's experience at this
school

26

54

17

35

4

0

0

0

The table above summarises the responses that parents and carers made to each statement. The
percentages indicate the proportion of parents and carers giving that response out of the total number of
completed questionnaires. Where one or more parents and carers chose not to answer a particular question,
the percentages will not add up to 100%.
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Glossary
What inspection judgements mean
Grade

Judgement

Description

Grade 1

Outstanding

These features are highly effective. An outstanding school
provides exceptionally well for all its pupils' needs.

Grade 2

Good

These are very positive features of a school. A school that
is good is serving its pupils well.

Grade 3

Satisfactory

These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory
school is providing adequately for its pupils.

Grade 4

Inadequate

These features are not of an acceptable standard. An
inadequate school needs to make significant improvement
in order to meet the needs of its pupils. Ofsted inspectors
will make further visits until it improves.

Overall effectiveness of schools
Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools)
Type of school

Outstanding

Good

Satisfactory

Inadequate

Nursery schools

58

36

4

2

Primary schools

8

43

40

9

Secondary schools

10

35

42

13

Sixth forms

13

39

45

3

Special schools

33

42

20

4

Pupil referral units

18

40

29

12

All schools

11

42

38

9

New school inspection arrangements were introduced on 1 September 2009. This means that inspectors now
make some additional judgements that were not made previously.
The data in the table above are for the period 1 September 2009 to 31 March 2010 and are the most
recently published data available (see www.ofsted.gov.uk). Please note that the sample of schools
inspected during the autumn and spring terms 2009/10 was not representative of all schools nationally, as
weaker schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.
Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100. Secondar y school figures in clude those that
have sixth forms, and sixth form figures include only the data specifically for sixth form inspection
judgements.
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Common terminology used by inspectors
Achievement:

the progress and success of a pupil in their learning,
development or training.

Attainment:

the standard of the pupils' work shown by test and
examination results and in lessons.

Capacity to improve:

the proven ability of the school to continue
improving. Inspectors base this judgement on what
the school has accomplished so far and on the quality
of its systems to maintain improvement.

Leadership and management:

the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities,
not just the headteacher, to identifying priorities,
directing and motivating staff and running the school.

Learning:

how well pupils acquire knowledge, develop their
understanding, learn and practise skills and are
developing their competence as learners.

Overall effectiveness:

inspectors form a judgement on a school's overall
effectiveness based on the findings from their
inspection of the school. The following judgements,
in particular, influence what the overall effectiveness
judgement will be.
The school's capacity for sustained
improvement.
Outcomes for individuals and groups of pupils.
The quality of teaching.
The extent to which the curriculum meets
pupils' needs, including, where relevant,
through partnerships.
The effectiveness of care, guidance and
support.

Progress:

the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons and
over longer periods of time. It is often measured by
comparing the pupils' attainment at the end of a key
stage with their attainment when they started.
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and
carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted's
main findings from the inspection of their school.

20 September 2010
Dear Pupils
Inspection of Bocking Church Street Primary School, Braintree, CM7 5LA
Thank you for making us so welcome when we came to visit your school. Your school
gives you a satisfactory and improving education, and ensures that most of you achieve as
well as you should by the time you leave.
It was good that so many of you really like coming to school and feel it is a very safe
place to be. We were pleased to see how well behaved you were and how you worked
well together in lessons. We noted that many of you are involved in the School Council
and others have responsibilities around the school, such as monitors, play leaders,
librarians and house captains. Many of you eat healthily and are actively involved in
different sports and clubs. We were impressed with the range of activities at the school
and the opportunities you have for outdoor activities. You even have your own wood!
Very many of your parents told us how much you like school, and this is reflected in your
good attendance. You get on with your teachers and like the opportunities to be actively
involved in discussion and group work. We could see that your teachers plan different
activities and visits that make your learning interesting. However, we think you could do
even better if teachers set out what exactly they wanted you to learn in a lesson and
matched classwork more closely to your individual needs to make sure you are all fully
challenged. Your teachers mark your work regularly and often tell you how you can
improve it. This is very important and we have asked them to do more of this.
We also noted that many of you are involved in your village activities including the May
Fayre and some of you, through your teachers have some links with other schools in
Britain and overseas. We think this is very helpful in helping you understand the wider
world so have asked your school to develop more links.
The headteacher, the school governors and all the staff are working hard to improve the
school further. You can all help by maintaining your good attendance and continuing to
take an active part in school affairs. Thank you again for being so friendly and helpful on
our visit.
Yours sincerely
Graham Preston
Lead inspector

Inspection report: Bocking Church Street Primary School, 16–17 September 2010

14 of 14

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set
out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspect ions', which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please
telephone 0300 1234 234, or email enquir ies@ofsted.gov.uk.

