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Introduction 

This inspection was carried out by two additional inspectors. Inspectors observed in part 

or in whole 14 lessons and seven of the school's teachers. They held meetings with the 
Chair of the Governing Body, staff and groups of pupils and the local authority link adviser 
to the school. They looked at policies and reviewed documents, the reports of the School 
Improvement Partner and the data the school has on pupils' progress. They scrutinised 35 

parents' questionnaires and spoke with 12 parents.  

The inspection team reviewed many aspects of the school's work. It looked in detail at the 
following. 

How clear an understanding has the school of pupils' progress? 

How well do teachers use assessment information to plan lessons that meet the 
learning needs of all pupils? 

How effectively do staff and specialists from outside agencies help all pupils gain 
equal access to all the school provides? 

How well do leaders, managers and the governing body know their school and how 

effective is their use of assessment information in driving forward improvement? 

Information about the school 

Woodsetton is a small school originally designated for pupils with moderate learning 

difficulties, including speech and language disorders. Increasingly, pupils have entered the 
school with more severe and complex difficulties that include autism. Each pupil has a 
statement of special educational needs and there are almost twice as many boys as girls. 

Most pupils are of White British heritage. The percentage known to be eligible for free 
school meals is well above average. The school is linked with two local specialist schools 
for science and sports. 
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Inspection judgements 

Overall effectiveness: how good is the school? 2 

 

The school's capacity for sustained improvement 2 

Main findings 

Woodsetton is a good school. Staff and pupils relate very well with each other and enjoy 
each other's company. The school provides a safe and harmonious place where pupils 
thrive as learners and grow into young people who are prepared well for the next stage of 

their education and their future lives. Parents and carers are quick to praise the school, 
one typically saying, 'The school has been the best part of our son's life this year. 
Woodsetton has helped him settle with confidence, compassion and dedication and we 

cannot thank them enough.' 

Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage have a good start to their schooling. They 
settle quickly and make good progress against their starting points in each of the early 

learning areas. By the time they enter Year 1 they know the rules and expectations for 
learning and, by their actions, show they enjoy working hard to do their best. Over Years 
1 to 6, pupils make good progress in English, mathematics and science against the 
national progression guidelines. Emerging evidence shows that over the last two years 

there has been a slight improvement in overall progress in each of these subjects. Pupils 
do well in many of the other subjects and, especially, in physical education and sports.  

The school is a welcoming and well-ordered place. Parents and carers say their children 

enjoy school because it is 'very friendly and very caring', as the 'head and staff go out of 
their way to be helpful.' Pupils like being at school and attend regularly. As they move 
through the school they gain a good understanding of the importance of being safe at all 

times and of what to do if they feel troubled or bothered. They behave well and their good 
attitudes to their work show they have fully accepted their role as learners. They work 
hard in lessons and enjoy their friends' successes as much as their own. Over the years, 

they gain a secure understanding of right and wrong and many show considerable 
maturity when they have difficult choices to make, including those to do with staying safe 
and keeping healthy.  

The small size of the school means that senior leaders are integrally involved in the day-
to-day management. Knowing their school, and each pupil as an individual, has helped 
them accurately judge the overall effectiveness of the school, even though the more 
formal procedures for self-evaluation, including those for evaluating the quality of teaching 

and learning, are not yet finely tuned. Senior leaders have acted on the directions given at 
the last inspection to improve procedures for tracking pupils' progress. Their system, 
which has been in place for two years or so, is, potentially, good and is liked by teachers. 

It is becoming well established, but at present does not provide a precise enough picture 
of pupils' progress or is sufficiently useful for setting targets for school improvement. 
Governors have a good feel for the work of the school. Their watch over financial matters 

is good, but they are less effective in holding the senior leaders to account for raising 
achievement and progress. Aspects of the school's work judged good at the last inspection 
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have been maintained. There have also been developments since then, especially the 
forming and implementation of the system for gaining and using assessment information. 

Consequently, the capacity of senior leaders to sustain improvement is good. 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Senior leaders should: 

make more effective use of the detailed assessment information available to 

target areas for school improvement 

formalise procedures for the monitoring, evaluating and improving of teaching 

and learning. 

Improve the impact of the governing body by:  

taking an active role in monitoring and evaluating the work of the school 

holding the schools' leaders to account for the rate of pupils' progress. 

Outcomes for individuals and groups of pupils 2 

 

The school has consolidated the good performance seen at the last inspection. Pupils in all 

year groups make good progress in English, mathematics and science against the national 
benchmarks for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities. This includes girls 
and those with severe and complex learning difficulties, including those with autism. They 
do well in physical education and sports, in part because of the school's link with the 

specialist sports school. Similarly, the link with the specialist science school supports 
pupils' good progress in science.  

In a caring and secure environment, pupils gain a very clear understanding of safe and 

unsafe situations. They prosper both as learners and young people as they gain 
independence skills, as best they can. The strong relationships they have with their 
teachers and teaching assistants help them become increasingly confident as learners and, 

because of this, most lessons are enjoyable events. In these lessons, pupils make a full 
contribution and have fun as they learn. This helps them practise their communication and 
social skills and to establish genuine friendships with each other. In some lessons, for 

example in one lesson in music, the high level of challenge and the specialist knowledge of 
the teacher resulted in pupils working very hard at learning to perform a song and 
enjoying doing so. All pupils made outstanding progress in learning some skills of singing, 

in pronouncing new words and in articulating their spoken words more clearly.  

Pupils have a clear awareness of the importance of staying healthy. They identify the 
healthy foods they have at lunch times. To be physically active, a high percentage attend 
the lunchtime and after-school sports clubs and take part in the regular sports 

competitions with other similar schools. The school council meets regularly and members 
talk proudly of the charitable causes they have supported, including Red Nose Day and 
Children in Need and they have a long history of supporting international charities, most 

recently the Haitian Earthquake Appeal. They gain good awareness of the needs of the 
local community through their many visits to local places, such as the local shops, parks 
and the library in support of their learning. The residential visits, a visi t to France was 

taking place over the time of the inspection, let pupils gain first-hand experiences of the 
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wider world. The good gains made in self-confidence and self-esteem support pupils' good 
understanding of spiritual issues, such as the importance of trust and friendship. 

 

These are the grades for pupils' outcomes 

Pupils' achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their learning  2 

Taking into account: 

          Pupils' attainment¹ 
* 

          The quality of pupils' learning and their progress  2 

          The quality of learning for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities  

           and their progress 
2 

The extent to which pupils feel safe 2 

Pupils' behaviour 2 

The extent to which pupils adopt healthy lifestyles 2 

The extent to which pupils contribute to the school and wider community  2 

The extent to which pupils develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to 

their future economic well-being 
2 

Taking into account: 

          Pupils' attendance¹ 
3 

The extent of pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development  2 

1 The grades for attainment and attendance are: 1 is high; 2 is above average; 3 is broadly average; and 4 

is low  

* In some special schools inspectors do not make a judgement about attainment in relation to expectations 

of the pupils' age.  

How effective is the provision? 

Teachers and their assistants are dealing with an increasing number of pupils who require 
of them a greater range of skills, knowledge and expertise. More often than not they meet 

this challenge. The spacious classrooms allow varying strategies to be used with different 
pupils, and the generous number of well-trained teaching assistants makes a significant 
contribution to the good progress pupils usually make in lessons. Outstanding teaching 

and learning are seen in a small number of lessons. In these lessons, the new system of 
using the bank of curriculum targets for each subject to plan learning opportunities that 
are relevant to the needs and capabilities of each pupil works well. This is because 

teachers understand the process, choose relevant activities and make available the right 
resources. In a few lessons, planning does not give enough attention to what pupils 
already know and can do, and the lessons tasks do not match exactly with pupils' precise 

learning needs, being sometimes to hard or too easy; this limits pupils' progress.  
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The curriculum focuses on developing basic skills and enhancing communication abilities 
as a first step to promoting independence, to the extent that this is possible for pupils 

whose needs are complex. The strength of the curriculum is the wide range of additional 
learning experiences available to pupils through initiatives driven by the school and 
through the partnership arrangements that are well established with many other schools. 

Good use is made of the close links with Extended Services. Ventures such as the family 
learning workshops and the parent support adviser provide valuable and direct help in 
supporting families in bringing up their children and in helping continue the work of the 

school at home. Resources gained through Extended Services have been used to support 
a visit to Blackpool and a ride in a (tethered) hot air balloon. Being part of the 'Top Up 
Swimming' initiative has provided an extra opportunity for pupils to practise swimming. 
The school has a good record over many years for reintegrating pupils into mainstream 

schools. The visits pupils make to the specialist schools for science and sports benefit 
them as they are taught by teachers with specialist knowledge and they make use of their 
laboratories and gymnastic and games facilities.  

Pupils are known as individuals. They gain good support and advice on matters to do with 
learning, as do their parents and carers in helping to nurture the development of their 
children. Well-targeted work by staff, sometimes led by the advice of specialists, especially 

speech therapists, improves pupils' access to all the school provides and makes a key 
contribution to them thriving as learners and as young people. Almost all parents and 
carers take part in the annual review of their children's progress and an increasing number 

are involved in supporting their children's learning at home, some through the regular 
bulletins on the website. Provision for pupils as outlined in their statements of special 
educational needs is met in full. Good arrangements ensure that transition for pupils 

through school and to their next school is smooth and easy. 

 

These are the grades for the quality of provision 

The quality of teaching  2 

Taking into account: 

          The use of assessment to support learning 
2 

The extent to which the curriculum meets pupils' needs, including, where relevant, 

through partnerships  
2 

The effectiveness of care, guidance and support  2 

How effective are leadership and management? 

Senior leaders steer a stable and experienced staff team who place high priority on the 
care and support of pupils and their families. There is no discrimination of any sort and 

staff strive to ensure that all pupils have equal access to all the school offers. The 
procedures for self-evaluation have worked effectively enough for senior leaders and the 
governing body to have maintained the good quality of the provision seen at the last 

inspection. The school's assessment system is providing more accurate information than 
was previously available on how well pupils are doing against their own targets for 
learning and in judging how good is the progress against other similar pupils nationally. 

However, this information is not being used well enough to improve pupils' progress and 
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raise attainment beyond the levels seen at the last inspection. Making better use of this 
new information over the upcoming years is the key element in driving up standards and 

progress. Governors take care to ensure that pupils are safe at school and are well cared 
for. Nevertheless, they are only a satisfactory level of challenge to senior leaders to 
account for the progress of pupils and the quality of teaching. 

Safeguarding procedures are thorough and the school ensures that it adopts good practice 
across all aspects of its work. Parents, carers and pupils see the school as a very safe and 
secure place. Due regard is paid to promoting community cohesion. The links with the 

locality are strong through the pupils' regular visits to local places to promote learning and 
to take part in events such as the annual Christmas concert at Dudley town hall. First-
hand experience of national and international communities is primarily gained through the 
programme of day and residential visits. The impact of partnerships with other schools 

and agencies is making a good contribution to pupils' progress. The positive partnership 
the school has with parents is based on good communication. Parents and carers have 
many ways in which they learn about the school and their children's progress, through 

parents' evenings, the newsletter, information sheets from class teachers and recently 
through the website. One parent reflected the views of many in the comment: 'I am 
pleased with every aspect of the school, but particularly knowing how well my son is doing 

at school'. 

 

These are the grades for leadership and management 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding ambit ion and driving 

improvement  
2 

Taking into account: 

          The leadership and management of teaching and learning  
2 

The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and support ing the 

school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and statutory responsibilities met  
3 

The effectiveness of the school's engagement with parents and carers  2 

The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being 2 

The effectiveness with which the school promotes equality of opportunity and tackles 

discriminat ion 
2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures  2 

The effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion  2 

The effectiveness with which the school deploys resources to achieve value for money  2 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

Children make a good start in the Early Years Foundation Stage. Leadership is good, as is 
the day-to-day management. The Early Years setting is a friendly place in which children 

settle quickly and well. In a secure and comfortable environment, they develop strong 
relationships with their adults and, as they gain confidence as learners, their emerging 
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personalities begin to show. Children happily work on directed activities with others, but 
are equally happy when engaged in their own play. The additional support required to 

meet the particular difficulties of some children is very effective. Consequently, in each of 
the early learning areas, all children make good progress against their starting points. 
Evidence of this is seen in the good record keeping and in the 'Learning Journeys', which 

detail many of their experiences over their time in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
Resources to support learning are good and are used well. There is solid evidence that the 
outdoor area is used well in providing additional learning experiences to those only 

available indoors. But, due to building work this area is currently, but temporarily, not 
available. Links with the families are very strong and benefit the progress of many of the 
children. 

 

These are the grades for the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Overall effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage  2 

Taking into account: 

          Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage  
2 

          The quality of provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage  2 

          The effectiveness of leadership and management of the Early Years Foundation  

           Stage 
2 

Views of parents and carers 

Most of the parents and carers who returned the questionnaire or who talked to an 
inspector are very pleased with all aspects of the school. They are especially pleased that 
their children enjoy the school and that they are very safe there. They agree that the 

school is led and managed effectively and that their children make good progress because 
of the good teaching. Many parents and carers expressed views which reflected those of 
one who wrote, 'Top marks for Woodsetton. Our son's progress just keeps on improving 

and that's priceless.' 
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Responses from parents and carers to Ofsted's questionnaire 

Ofsted invited all the registered parents and carers of pupils registered at The Woodsetton School to 

complete a questionnaire about their views of the school.  

In the questionnaire, parents and carers were asked to record how strongly they agreed with 13 s tatements 

about the school. The inspection team received 35 completed questionnaires by the end of the on-site 

inspection. In total, there are 92 pupils registered at the school.  

Statements 
Strongly  

agree 
Agree Disagree 

Strongly  

disagree 

  Total % Total % Total % Total % 

My child enjoys school 30 86 5 14 0 0 0 0 

The school keeps my child 

safe 
29 83 6 17 0 0 0 0 

My school informs me about 

my child's progress 
22 63 13 37 0 0 0 0 

My child is making enough 

progress at this school 
24 69 10 29 1 3 0 0 

The teaching is good at this 

school 
27 77 8 23 0 0 0 0 

The school helps me to 

support my child's learning 
21 60 14 40 0 0 0 0 

The school helps my child to 

have a healthy lifestyle  
20 57 15 43 0 0 0 0 

The school makes sure that 

my child is well prepared for 

the future (for example 

changing year group, 

changing school, and for 

children who are finishing 

school, entering further or 

higher education, or entering 

employment) 

20 57 14 40 0 0 0 0 

The school meets my child's 

particular needs 
25 71 10 29 0 0 0 0 

The school deals effectively 

with unacceptable behaviour  
21 60 12 34 0 0 0 0 

The school takes account of 

my suggestions and concerns  
22 63 13 37 0 0 0 0 

The school is led and 

managed effectively 
28 80 7 20 0 0 0 0 

Overall, I am happy with my 

child's experience at this 

school 

29 83 6 17 0 0 0 0 

The table above summarises the responses that parents and carers made to each statement. The 

percentages indicate the proportion of parents and carers giving that response out of the total number of 

completed questionnaires. Where one or more parents and carers chose not to answer a particular question, 

the percentages will not add up to 100%. 
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Glossary 

What inspection judgements mean 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding These features are highly effective. An outstanding school 

provides exceptionally well for all its pupils' needs. 

Grade 2 Good These are very positive features of a school. A school that 

is good is serving its pupils well. 

Grade 3 Satisfactory These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory 

school is providing adequately for its pupils. 

Grade 4 Inadequate These features are not of an acceptable standard. An 

inadequate school needs to make significant improvement 

in order to meet the needs of its pupils. Ofsted inspectors 

will make further visits until it improves. 

Overall effectiveness of schools 

  Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools) 

Type of school Outstanding Good Satisfactory Inadequate 

Nursery schools 58 36 4 2 

Primary schools 8 43 40 9 

Secondary schools 10 35 42 13 

Sixth forms 13 39 45 3 

Special schools 33 42 20 4 

Pupil referral units 18 40 29 12 

All schools 11 42 38 9 

New school inspection arrangements were introduced on 1 September 2009. This means that inspectors now 

make some additional judgements that were not made previously.  

The data in the table above are for the period 1 September 2009 to 31 March 2010 and are the most 

recently published data available (see www.ofsted.gov.uk). Please note that the sample of schools 

inspected during the autumn and spring terms 2009/10 was not representative of all schools nationally, as 

weaker schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.  

Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100. Secondary school figures include those that 

have sixth forms, and sixth form figures include only the data specifically for sixth form inspection 

judgements.  

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/
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Common terminology used by inspectors 

Achievement: the progress and success of a pupil in their learning, 
development or training. 

Attainment: the standard of the pupils' work shown by test and 

examination results and in lessons. 

Capacity to improve: the proven ability of the school to continue 
improving. Inspectors base this judgement on what 

the school has accomplished so far and on the quality 
of its systems to maintain improvement. 

Leadership and management: the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities, 

not just the headteacher, to identifying priorities, 
directing and motivating staff and running the school. 

Learning: how well pupils acquire knowledge, develop their 
understanding, learn and practise skills and are 

developing their competence as learners.  

Overall effectiveness: inspectors form a judgement on a school's overall 
effectiveness based on the findings from their 

inspection of the school. The following judgements, 
in particular, influence what the overall effectiveness 
judgement will be. 

  

The school's capacity for sustained 

improvement.  

Outcomes for individuals and groups of pupils.  

The quality of teaching.  

The extent to which the curriculum meets 
pupils' needs,  including, where relevant, 

through partnerships.  

The effectiveness of care, guidance and 
support.  

Progress: the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons and 
over longer periods of time. It is often measured by 
comparing the pupils' attainment at the end of a key 

stage with their attainment when they started. 
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and  

carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted's  

main findings from the inspection of their school. 

 

 

13 October 2010 

 
Dear Pupils 

Inspection of The Woodsetton School, Dudley, DY3 1BY 

It was a pleasure for me and my colleague to meet and spend time with you when we 
visited your school. Thank you for making us welcome. We found your school to be a good 

school. These are some of the things we especially liked:  

the good progress you make in your learning and in developing as independent 
young people 

the good way you behave and work hard in your lessons 

that you feel very safe and are happy at school 

that you are learning what is right for you so that when you leave you are prepared 

well for your next school 

the good way the staff and others who visit the school help you in your learning and 
in growing up 

the way in which your leaders provide extra opportunities for your learning through 
linking with other schools and taking part in ventures such as that which allows 
some of you extra swimming. 

There are a few things that should be done better. Your leaders and governors need to 
improve the way they check on how well you are doing in your learning. This will make it 
easier for them to recognise how well each one of you is doing against your own targets 

for learning. It will also help them to compare the progress of all of you with that of other 
pupils in similar schools. A better system for gaining accurate information about your 
progress will help the school to plan how it can improve your work and learning further. 

Then you will be able to reach even higher standards and make the school an even better 
place in which to learn. Of course, you can all help, too, by always working as hard in all 
your lessons as you did when my colleague and I visited your classrooms. 

 
Yours sincerely 
   

Alan Dobbins 

Lead inspector 
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set 

out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspect ions', which is available from Ofst ed's website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please 

telephone 0300 1234 234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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