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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisor y Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children's ser vices, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
Further copies of this repor t are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school must
provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not exceeding the full
cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquir ies@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational pur poses, as long as you give
details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the documentation in any way.
To receive regular email aler ts about new publications, including survey repor ts and school inspection
reports, please visit our website and go to 'Subscribe'.
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Manchester
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Introduction
This inspection was carried out by two additional inspectors. The inspectors observed
teaching and learning in 10 lessons and parts of lessons and all teachers and support staff
were seen. Children were observed at play, working on activities, during snack times and
at lunchtimes. Children were also observed working in small groups and with one-to-one
support, particularly those with special educational needs and/or disabilities and those new
to learning English.
Meetings were held with the headteacher, deputy headteacher, teacher-in-charge of
children new to learning English and with others. Discussions were held with the vice-chair
of the Governing Body. Inspectors observed the school's work, and looked at school
documents including safeguarding, the school improvement plan, tracking information,
policies and procedures, governing body minutes and individual children's
portfolios/learning journals for evidence of progress. In addition, they took into account 67
questionnaires from parents and carers and two staff questionnaires.
The inspection team reviewed many aspects of the school's work. It looked in detail at a
number of key areas.
 How well assessment and progress and tracking systems, such as individual
portfolios, are used to help raise children's attainment and progress.
 The provision for children who are new to learning English.
 Whether the Nursery has maintained its high standards since the previous
inspection.

Information about the school
This is an average-sized Nursery school which is part of a children's centre. It provides day
care for children from 8am to 6pm throughout the year. Almost all of the children are from
a wide range of ethnic minority backgrounds and more than four fifths are new to learning
English. The main languages spoken, other than English, are Panjabi and Tamil. The
number of children identified with special educational needs and/or learning difficul ties is
broadly average; the main needs relate to speech and language difficulties. The school
has gained the National Healthy Schools Status.
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Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory, and 4 is inadequate
Please tur n to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

Inspection judgements
Overall effectiveness: how good is the school?

1

The school's capacity for sustained improvement

1

Main findings
Grove House Nursery School provides an outstanding start to children's education. It has
maintained and improved upon the high standards it demonstrated during its previous
inspection. The Nursery lives up to its mission statement of providing a happy and
welcoming environment where everyone is valued and cultural diversity is celebrated.�
There are excellent links with children's families who are supported from the moment the
children are first visited at home. Parents are very positive in their views about the
Nursery. As one parent commented, 'This centre is absolutely brilliant and we as a family
feel privileged to be part of it.'� It is therefore disappointing that the issue of improving
attendance from the previous inspection still needs to be addressed. The Nursery has
implemented a number of new strategies such as calling on first day of absence and not
authorising extended holidays. While recognising that the current families are not the
same as at the time of the previous inspection, attendance is still low.
The spiritual, moral, social, and in particular cultural development, of the children is
excellent. Children's behaviour is outstanding. Healthy lifestyles are adopted well and
children participate in lots of physical activities throughout the day. Some enjoy the
healthy lunch provided and the challenges of the excellent outdoor learning environm ent.
Teaching overall is outstanding. Excellent features include the way all staff engage and
motivate children in their learning through their exemplary, correct use of language. This
really enhances children's learning of English, particularly for those who are learning
English as an additional language. This is supported by an outstanding curriculum which is
exciting, relevant and follows children's individual interests and needs. There are detailed
assessment procedures in place which help to ensure that all children make at least, and
often more than, expected progress in their learning and in developing new skills. Children
are cared for very well and benefit from excellent guidance and support.
Leaders and managers are outstanding in their drive for excellence. Governors are very
supportive and hold the school to account well. Self-evaluation by the Nursery is mainly
accurate but on occasions rather harsh on itself, as it strives to maintain high standards.
The Nursery offers excellent value for money. Consequently, the school clearly
demonstrates that it has outstanding capacity to sustain the continuous excellent rate of
improvement evident since its previous inspection.

What does the school need to do to improve further?
 Raise attendance through raising parents' and carers' awareness of the positive
impact that regular attendance has on their children's learning.
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Outcomes for individuals and groups of children

1

Children make outstanding progress in all aspects of their learning, but it is particularly
strong in communication and language skills and their personal, social and emotional
development. There are no major differences in the progress made by girls and boys or
between different groups of children. They respond extremely well to their teachers' active
encouragement to become confident and independent learners right from their first
experiences at Nursery in the infant and toddlers group. This was seen when children in
the outdoor role-play area were developing their speaking and listening skills by making
appointments and going to the hairdressers. Equally outstanding independence of learning
was seen when children were again outside sharing bikes. They were working out how to
use the large timers to see how long they had left of their turn before letting someone
else have their go. Children show great maturity in the way that they sustain their
concentration when working out solutions to problems such as working on the computers
or making their own books about the very hungry caterpillar.
This independence of thought and concentrated engagement in problem -solving is a major
contributor to children making such outstanding progress in their learning and why they
achieve so highly. The large numbers of children who are new to learning English as an
additional language make similar outstanding progress to their peers due to consistently
excellent role modelling of language by all adults.
Behaviour is excellent. Children feel safe and secure and this helps them grow in
confidence to try out new things. They are highly motivated, keen and engaged learners.
Consequently, the spiritual, moral and social aspect of the children's development is also
outstanding. They are actively involved in making decisions for themselves about what
they want to play with and what their interests are, all of which enhances their progress.
The majority of children arrive with skills that are below the levels expected for their age,
particularly in communication, language and literacy and in personal, social and emotional
development. The few children at the Nursery who are identified with specific learning
needs, mainly for speech and language, are supported and provided for very well.
Consequently, because of outstanding teaching children make at least good and often
better than expected progress in their learning. Consequently, they achieve exceptionally
well and attain above average skills for their age.
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These are the grades for children's outcomes
Outcomes for children in the Ear ly Years Foundat ion Stage

1

Children's achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their learning

1

Taking into account:
Children's attainment¹
The quality of children's lear ning and their progress
The quality of learning for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and
their progress

2
1
1

The extent to which children feel safe

1

Children's behav iour

1

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

1

The extent to which children contribute to the school and wider community

1

The extent to which children develop skills that will contr ibute to their future
economic well- being
Taking into account:
Children's attendance¹
The extent of children's spir itual, moral, social and cultural development
1

2

4
1

The grades for attainment and attendance are: 1 is high; 2 is above average; 3 is broadly average; and 4

is low

How effective is the provision?
The inspection confirmed the Nursery's own view that the quality of teaching is
outstanding.� Adults plan the curriculum well to support not only individual children's
interests but also to ensure that there is a broad and interesting array of activities on
offer. Adults ensure that planned activities are such that they really challenge and develop
individual children's interests and enhance their acquisition of language. This is particularly
pertinent for those who are new to learning English. This was seen in an outstanding
session where children were enhancing their language skills through making up a story
which related to the music they were listening to. Children's interest and imagination were
totally captivated by this activity and they made outstanding progress in their learning.
Here adults were good role models of language in order to develop children's vocabulary
and understanding, often repeating what the children's suggestions were and moving
them on in their thought processes.
The assessment of children's knowledge, skills and understanding is regularly undertaken.
The introduction of individualised portfolios has been successful and some are extremely
well compiled. The care and support children receive is excellent, and relationships with
extended families, parents and carers are also excellent.
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These are the grades for the quality of provision
The quality of prov ision in the Ear ly Years Foundat ion Stage

1

The quality of teaching

1

Taking into account:
The use of assessment to support learning
The extent to which the curr iculum meets children's needs, including, where relevant,
through partnerships
The effectiveness of care, guidance and support

1

1
1

How effective are leadership and management?
Partnership with parents and carers is outstanding. Good communication between home
and school begins when children are first visited at home before they start at Nursery.�
Community cohesion in relation to the nursery community is excellent, and children are
fortunate to come from such a diversity of cultures and they regularly see how people live
in other parts of the world. An area for further development is their knowledge and
understanding of other parts of Great Britain.� The Nursery has a strong and effective
commitment to ensuring that all children have an equal opportunity to thrive at Nursery. It
uses its good knowledge of each child's individual needs and interests well to secure this,
particularly for those children with specific educational needs and for those who are new
to learning English. A committed, stable staff are eager to seek further improvements and
self-review and evaluation are good. Governance is good and governors and are in a good
position to enhance their support still further. Statutory requirements in relation to
safeguarding at the time of the inspection were fully implemented. There are very good
links with a variety of other agencies supporting children and their families.

Inspection report: Grove House Children Centre, 13–14 January 2011

8 of 13

Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory, and 4 is inadequate
Please tur n to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

These are the grades for leadership and management
The effectiveness of leadership and management in the Early Years Foundation Stage
The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding ambit ion and dr iving
improvement
Taking into account:
The leadership and management of teaching and learning
The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and support ing the
school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and statutory responsibilities met

1
1

1

2

The effectiveness of the school's engagement with parents and carers

1

The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being

1

The effectiveness with which the school promotes equality of opportunity and tackles
discr iminat ion

2

The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures

2

The effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion

1

The effectiveness with which the school deploys resources to achieve value for money

1

Views of parents and carers
Over half of the parents and carers returned the questionnaire, although there were very
few written comments. All of those who did so were overwhelmingly positive about the
Nursery with only one or two areas that they felt could be improved. One family brought
to the inspectors' attention what they believed to be the Nursery policy on trips; that only
children accompanied by a parent or carer could go. Inspectors discussed this concern
with the Nursery, which says that this is not the case. All children are able to go with a
member of staff if they can not have a family member or carer with them.
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Responses from parents and carers to Ofsted's questionnaire
Ofsted invited all the registered parents and carers of children registered at Greenfields Nursery School to
complete a questionnaire about their views of the school.
In the questionnaire, parents and carers were asked to recor d how strongly they agreed with 13 statements
about the school.
Statements

Strongly
agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Total

%

Total

%

Total

%

Total

%

My child enjoys school

46

69

21

31

0

0

0

0

The school keeps my child
safe

41

61

26

39

0

0

0

0

My school informs me about
my child's progress

45

67

22

33

0

0

0

0

My child is making enough
progress at this school

40

60

23

34

2

3

0

0

The teaching is good at this
school

42

63

25

37

0

0

0

0

The school helps me to
suppor t my child's learning

41

61

24

36

2

3

0

0

The school helps my child to
have a healthy lifestyle

34

51

30

45

1

1

0

0

The school makes sure that
my child is well prepared for
the future (for example
changing year gr oup,
changing school, and for
children w ho are finishing
school, entering further or
higher education, or entering
employment)

31

46

29

43

2

3

0

0

The school meets my child's
particular needs

31

46

33

49

1

1

0

0

The school deals effectively
with unacceptable behaviour

33

49

30

45

1

1

0

0

The school takes account of
my suggestions and concer ns

32

48

28

42

2

3

0

0

The school is led and
managed effectively

34

51

28

42

1

1

0

0

Overall, I am happy with my
child's experience at this
school

40

60

27

40

0

0

0

0

The table above summarises the responses that parents and carers made to each statement. The
percentages indicate the proportion of parents and carers giving that response out of the total number of
completed questionnaires. Where one or more parents and carers chose not to answer a particular question,
the percentages will not add up to 100%.
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Glossary
What inspection judgements mean
Grade

Judgement

Description

Grade 1

Outstanding

These features are highly effective. An outstanding school
provides exceptionally well for all its children's needs.

Grade 2

Good

These are very positive features of a school. A school that
is good is serving its children well.

Grade 3

Satisfactory

These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory
school is providing adequately for its children.

Grade 4

Inadequate

These features are not of an acceptable standard. An
inadequate school needs to make significant improvement
in order to meet the needs of its children. Ofsted
inspectors will make further visits until it improves.

Overall effectiveness of schools
Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools)
Type of school

Outstanding

Good

Satisfactory

Inadequate

Nursery schools

59

35

3

3

Primary schools

9

44

39

7

Secondary schools

13

36

41

11

Sixth forms

15

39

43

3

Special schools

35

43

17

5

Pupil referral units

21

42

29

9

All schools

13

43

37

8

New school inspection arrangements were introduced on 1 September 2009. This means that inspectors now
make some additional judgements that were not made previously.
The data in the table above are for the period 1 September 2009 to 31 August 2010 and are consistent with
the latest published official statistics about maintained school inspec tion outcomes (see
www.ofsted.gov.uk).
The sample of schools inspected during 2009/10 was not representative of all schools nationally, as weaker
schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.
Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100.
Sixth form figures reflect the judgements made for the overall effectiveness of the sixth form in secondary
schools, special schools and pupil referral units.
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Common terminology used by inspectors
Achievement:

the progress and success of a child in their learning
and development.

Attainment:

in other phases of school, for example primary
schools, attainment is the standard of the pupils'
work shown by test and examination results and in
lessons. However, there is no national average for
three- and four-year-olds. Therefore, in inspections of
nursery schools, inspectors take account of
expectations in the age-related bands of the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Capacity to improve:

the proven ability of the school to continue
improving. Inspectors base this judgement on what
the school has accomplished so far and on the quality
of its systems to maintain improvement.

Leadership and management:

the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities,
not just the headteacher, to identifying priorities,
directing and motivating staff and running the school.

Learning:

how well children acquire knowledge, develop their
understanding, learn and practise skills and are
developing their competence as learners.

Overall effectiveness:

inspectors form a judgement on a school's overall
effectiveness based on the findings from their
inspection of the school. The following judgements,
in particular, influence what the overall effectiveness
judgement will be.
The school's capacity for sustained
improvement.
Outcomes for individuals and groups of
children.
The quality of teaching.
The extent to which the curriculum meets
children's needs, including, where relevant,
through partnerships.
The effectiveness of care, guidance and
support.

Progress:

the rate at which children are learning in nursery
sessions and over longer periods of time.
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and
carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted's
main findings from the inspection of their school.

Dear Children
Inspection of Grove House Nursery School, Southall, Ealing UB1 2JG
It was lovely to meet some of you and hear your views when I came to visit your Nursery.
I really liked some of the activities that you do and I enjoyed joining in playing with the
construction toys and being outside kicking and catching the balls.
You are very fortunate as you go to an outstanding Nursery.�
Your parents are very pleased with your Nursery.
There are outstanding links between your Nursery and your home and with your
parents and carers.
You are looked after well and the staff make sure that there are lots of interesting
things for you to do. This helps you to learn.
You are really keen and enthusiastic learners and all of you were willing to try out
new things and to have a go!
You are very fortunate to have such a wonderful outdoor area to play and learn in.
Teaching really supports you in helping you to develop your skills and knowledge
and understanding, particularly of the world around you.
Most of you behave very well.
I hope that you continue to enjoy the fun things that there are to do. Some of you sadly
do not come to Nursery regularly enough. We have asked the governors and the Nursery
to encourage more of you to try and attend every day because there are so many lovely
things for you to do and to learn.
Yours sincerely
Sue Vale
Lead inspector
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set
out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspect ions', which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please
telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquir ies@ofsted.gov.uk.

