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Introduction 

This inspection was carried out by two additional inspectors. Ten opportunities for learning 

were observed, which included all the teaching staff. Meetings were held with parents, 
children, governors, local authority officers and staff. Inspectors looked at many aspects of 
the school's work, including lesson planning, assessments, local authority reports, the 
school improvement plan and children's work, and 49 parental questionnaires.  

The inspection team reviewed many aspects of the school's work. It looked in detail at the 
following: 

the extent to which evidence supports the school's view that all groups of children 

make outstanding progress in all six areas of learning  

the extent to which evidence supports the school's view of teaching throughout the 
nursery as outstanding 

how well evidence supports the nursery's view of the curriculum as outstanding 

the effectiveness of policies and procedures to safeguard children's health and 

safety.  

Information about the school 

This large nursery school shares accommodation with its children's centre, which provides 
year-round whole-day care for 0?5 year olds and provision for children and families. It is 

situated in a densely populated inner city area. This inspection focuses exclusively on the 
nursery education of 3-5 year olds. Once they have settled, about three quarters of the 
children stay for lunch, about a third of whom are eligible for free school meals. This is a 

higher proportion than found in most other schools. Children come from a wide range of 
minority ethnic backgrounds. The largest group is of Black African descent. Over half the 
children have English as an additional language, and about a quarter are at early stages of 
this.  
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Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory, and 4 is inadequate  

Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms  

 

Inspection judgements 

Overall effectiveness: how good is the school? 2 

 

The school's capacity for sustained improvement 2 

Main findings 

This is a good nursery school. All groups of children make good progress in their learning 
and personal development due to good teaching, effective support and an extremely rich 
curriculum. Children are well behaved and eager to learn. Staff successfully use their high 

levels of experience and knowledge to promote children's independence and confidence. 
The vast majority of parents and carers who responded to the inspection questionnaire 
were very positive about the nursery. One voiced the feelings of many when saying: 'I am 

very pleased with my child at the nursery. He really enjoys it and staff are very helpful.'  

Most of the staff have been at the nursery for considerable lengths of time. They work 
well as a team and continuously review, develop and refine their practice. The nursery has 

improved well since the last inspection. Leaders and managers at all levels are successfully 
driving the school forward and embedding ambition in the whole school community. 
Despite levels of skill on entry below that which is typical for their age, most children 
make good progress. They leave the nursery with levels of knowledge, skills and 

understanding broadly in line with those expected nationally for this age and many delays 
in attainment have been reduced. Teaching is good because staff adapt activities 
effectively to meet children's interests and needs. Occasionally a few children are not 

challenged or guided quite as well as they could be, which slightly limits their progress. 
Classes for parents and families at the centre while children are at nursery are helping to 
raise skills and aspirations for themselves and their children. One parent has just won a 

local award for a film she made, whilst others are quickly developing skills and interests in 
computing and crafts. Leaders and managers know the nursery well. However, largely 
because monitoring is not always as finely tuned or detailed as it could be, leaders' views 

of the school's performance are slightly too positive. The governing body is supportive and 
challenging. Governors have worked well with the school to produce comprehensive up-to-
date policies for safeguarding and behaviour. These contribute to effective procedures and 

practice in this area. However, some other related policies have not always been 
monitored as frequently as they should be.  

Children enjoy nursery and engage in an extremely wide range of very suitable and 
stimulating activities inside and out. An emphasis on excitement and learning to take risks 

safely, such as riding two-wheel bicycles, sawing wood and building (well- supervised) 
fires has contributed to the motivation and good progress of all groups, including boys.  

Given the nursery's track record of development and improvement and the stability and 

success of staff, including leaders and managers, the capacity for sustained improvement 
is good.  
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Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory, and 4 is inadequate  

Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms  

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

Increase progress further by improving teaching, extending the way that all groups 

of children, including those who learn more quickly or easily, are challenged and 
supported in their learning.  

Increase the detail of monitoring, especially of teaching and assessments, to 

improve the accuracy of evaluation and show where provision and outcomes can be 
improved further.  

Ensure that the governing body frequently reviews and ratifies all required policies 

so that the school's principles and practice are clear to all.  

Outcomes for individuals and groups of children 2 

 

All groups of children make good progress in their learning and personal development. 
From relatively low starting points, effective teaching, good support and a highly 
stimulating and engaging curriculum help most reach age-related levels by the time they 
leave. Progress in personal, social and emotional development and communication, 

language and literacy is particularly good. This stands children in good stead for later life 
and learning. During the inspection, children were seen persevering to develop their skills 
on monkey bars and a fire fighters' pole, talking to each other and to staff about how well 

they were doing. On another occasion, a group of children eagerly made modelling dough 
using well-planned and prepared recipe cards. Progress in this activity was good even 
though a few opportunities to develop children's recognition of print and use of number 

were missed. Children who learn more quickly or easily benefit from a wide range of 
stimulating, open-ended activities, even though learning is not always challenged or 
extended quite as well as it could be. Children who have English as an additional language 

make good progress, because so many activities are very practical and visual. Those who 
have special educational needs and/or disabilities benefit from good support and the use 
of signs and symbols, even though these are not always used as consistently as they 

might be. Children behave well, are keen to learn and enjoy nursery greatly. Most attend 
well. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good, because children get on 
very well with a diverse range of staff and peers, are keen to learn and develop a strong 
sense of respect and wonder at the world around them. Children's eagerness and very 

active play indicate how safe they feel. Their attitudes towards health are good. They 
contribute well to their school community through helping well with tidying up, wiping 
tables and sweeping sand and soil from the floor, supporting each other and initiating 

activities.  
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Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory, and 4 is inadequate  

Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms  

 

These are the grades for children's outcomes 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage  2 

Children's achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their learning  2 

Taking into account: 

          Children's attainment¹ 
3 

          The quality of children's learning and their progress  2 

          The quality of learning for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and  

           their progress 
2 

The extent to which children feel safe 2 

Children's behaviour  2 

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles  2 

The extent to which children contribute to the school and wider community  2 

The extent to which children develop skills that will contribute to their future 

economic well-being 
2 

Taking into account: 

          Children's attendance¹ 
2 

The extent of children's spiritual, moral, social and cultural development  2 

1 The grades for attainment and attendance are: 1 is high; 2 is above average; 3 is broadly average; and 4 

is low  

How effective is the provision? 

All the children are cared for and supported well. An extensive use of signs and symbols 
often successfully helps the progress of some children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. Extended provision successfully supports parents, families and children 

and promotes the centre's outstanding contribution to community cohesion. One parent 
said, 'I really benefited from a visit by my son's keyworker before he started the nursery. 
My family has also benefited from other activities provided by the centre like the coffee 

mornings for parents and the parents and toddler group.'  

A very broad and highly stimulating practical curriculum contributes well to the good 
progress, behaviour and enjoyment of all groups. Children are fully engaged, quickly 

extending their concentration with and without adults for considerable periods of time. 
Children successfully learn to take risks safely and persevere with tasks alone and with 
others. During the inspection, a group of children developed their personal, social and 
physical skills and knowledge and understanding of the world well, spending a 

considerable time building sandcastles outside. One girl independently fetched water for 
the sand but accidentally tripped and spilt the water. Following effective support and 
reassurance from a teacher, she collected the bucket again and this time successfully 

completed her task.  
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Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory, and 4 is inadequate  

Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms  

 

Staff facilitate and enable learning well. They astutely adapt activities and provide 
resources to develop learning and meet children's interests and needs. In this they use 

their assessments and understanding of children well. One example of this was providing 
paper for children to make flags for their sandcastles, and another was providing materials 
to create a huge caterpillar during arts week. Although activities are open ended, 

imaginative and stimulating, teachers do not always provide as much challenge for 
children as they could, especially for those who learn more quickly or easily, nor guide 
them sufficiently in the next steps of learning. Consequently, progress is good rather than 

outstanding.  

 

These are the grades for the quality of provision 

The quality of provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage  2 

The quality of teaching  2 

Taking into account: 

          The use of assessment to support learning 
2 

The extent to which the curriculum meets children's needs, including, where relevant, 

through partnerships  
1 

The effectiveness of care, guidance and support  2 

How effective are leadership and management? 

Leaders and managers at all levels are passionate about the nursery. They are highly 
committed to inclusion and the involvement of the whole community. Provision for 
ensuring that all children make equally good progress is well developed. The good 
progress that all children make is effectively reducing early gaps between low starting 

points and age related levels. Leaders successfully evaluate their extensive work for 
community cohesion, in and beyond the centre, and use their findings to adapt and drive 
practice forward. Events focusing on the locality, St George's Day and traditional English 

food, as well as international events, have contributed particularly well to the promotion of 
cohesion within the local community Leaders and managers use their good knowledge of 
the nursery well to drive improvement, especially in the curriculum. Some aspects of 

monitoring and evaluation, such as those relating to assessments and lessons, are not 
always as finely tuned as they could be. Consequently, leaders have a slightly over-
positive view of the school and are not always clear about the details of how and where 

things could be improved further. The governing body is challenging and supportive but 
does not always have sufficient detailed information to probe further. It has been fully 
involved in developing up-to-date comprehensive policies on safeguarding, health and 

safety and behaviour, consulting and engaging with an extensive range of centre users. 
Some other policies have not been reviewed or ratified quite as recently, reducing 
confidence in a few underlying principles and practices. This slightly limits the 
effectiveness of safeguarding even though most aspects of day-to-day practice are clear, 

thorough and consistent. Communication with parents and carers is good. Several are 
involved in special events such as international storytelling. Attendance at termly Saturday 
sessions for male carers, including fathers, grandfathers and uncles, is high, although 
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Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory, and 4 is inadequate  

Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms  

 

uptake of other events such as those to promote children's learning is lower. Effective 
partnerships with other agencies and schools contribute well to the school's outstanding 

curriculum and positive outcomes.  

 

These are the grades for leadership and management 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in the Early Years Foundation Stage  2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding ambit ion and driving 

improvement  
2 

Taking into account: 

          The leadership and management of teaching and learning  
2 

The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and support ing the 

school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and statutory responsibilities met  
3 

The effectiveness of the school's engagement with parents and carers  2 

The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being 2 

The effectiveness with which the school promotes equality of opportunity and tackles 

discriminat ion 
2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures  3 

The effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion  1 

The effectiveness with which the school deploys resources to achieve value for money  2 

Views of parents and carers 

Most of the parents and carers who responded to the inspection questionnaire were 

positive about all aspects investigated. Their positive views were supported by discussions 
with others during the inspection. Very few disagreed with any aspects. Most of the tiny 
minority of parents and carers who expressed some limited concerns also had positive 

things to say about the nursery's overall provision, including the quality of care. The most 
positive responses were that children enjoyed nursery and were kept safe. These were 
clearly ratified by inspection observations. 
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Responses from parents and carers to Ofsted's questionnaire 

Ofsted invited all the registered parents and carers of children registered at Kintore Way Children's Centre to 

complete a questionnaire about their views of the school.  

In the questionnaire, parents and carers were asked to record how strongly they agreed with 13 statements 

about the school.  

The inspection team received 49 completed questionnaires by the end of the on-site inspection. In total, 

there are 120 children registered at the school.  

Statements 
Strongly  

agree 
Agree Disagree 

Strongly  

disagree 

  Total % Total % Total % Total % 

My child enjoys school 37 76 11 22 0 0 1 2 

The school keeps my child 

safe 
38 78 10 20 0 0 1 2 

My school informs me about 

my child's progress 
30 61 16 33 1 2 1 2 

My child is making enough 

progress at this school 
23 47 19 39 1 2 2 4 

The teaching is good at this 

school 
29 59 13 27 1 2 2 4 

The school helps me to 

support my child's learning 
26 53 17 35 1 2 2 4 

The school helps my child to 

have a healthy lifestyle  
29 59 17 35 1 2 2 4 

The school makes sure that 

my child is well prepared for 

the future (for example 

changing year group, 

changing school, and for 

children who are finishing 

school, entering further or 

higher education, or entering 

employment) 

25 51 15 31 1 2 2 4 

The school meets my child's 

particular needs 
25 51 18 37 1 2 2 4 

The school deals effectively 

with unacceptable behaviour  
26 63 15 31 1 2 2 4 

The school takes account of 

my suggestions and concerns  
24 49 19 39 1 2 2 4 

The school is led and 

managed effectively 
30 61 13 27 1 2 1 2 

Overall, I am happy with my 

child's experience at this 

school 

34 69 12 24 1 2 2 4 

The table above summarises the responses that parents and carers made to each statement. The 

percentages indicate the proportion of parents and carers giving that response out of the total number of 

completed questionnaires. Where one or more parents and carers chose not to answer a particular question, 

the percentages will not add up to 100%. 
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Glossary 

What inspection judgements mean 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding These features are highly effective. An outstanding school 

provides exceptionally well for all its children's needs. 

Grade 2 Good These are very positive features of a school. A school that 

is good is serving its children well. 

Grade 3 Satisfactory These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory 

school is providing adequately for its children. 

Grade 4 Inadequate These features are not of an acceptable standard. An 

inadequate school needs to make significant improvement 

in order to meet the needs of its children. Ofsted 

inspectors will make further visits until it improves. 

Overall effectiveness of schools 

  Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools) 

Type of school Outstanding Good Satisfactory Inadequate 

Nursery schools 58 36 4 2 

Primary schools 8 43 40 9 

Secondary schools 10 35 42 13 

Sixth forms 13 39 45 3 

Special schools 33 42 20 4 

Pupil referral units 18 40 29 12 

All schools 11 42 38 9 

New school inspection arrangements were introduced on 1 September 2009. This means that inspectors now 

make some additional judgements that were not made previously.  

The data in the table above are for the period 1 September 2009 to 31 March 2010 and are the most 

recently published data available (see www.ofsted.gov.uk). Please note that the sample of schools 

inspected during the autumn and spring terms 2009/10 was not representative of all schools nationally, as 

weaker schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.  

Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100. Secondary school figures include those that 

have sixth forms, and sixth form figures include only the data specifically for sixth form inspection 

judgements.  

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/
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Common terminology used by inspectors 

Achievement: the progress and success of a child in their learning 
and development. 

Attainment: in other phases of school, for example primary 

schools, attainment is the standard of the pupils' 
work shown by test and examination results and in 
lessons. However, there is no national average for 

three- and four-year-olds. Therefore, in inspections of 
nursery schools, inspectors take account of 
expectations in the age-related bands of the Early 

Years Foundation Stage. 

Capacity to improve: the proven ability of the school to continue 
improving. Inspectors base this judgement on what 

the school has accomplished so far and on the quality 
of its systems to maintain improvement. 

Leadership and management: the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities, 
not just the headteacher, to identifying priorities, 

directing and motivating staff and running the school. 

Learning: how well children acquire knowledge, develop their 
understanding, learn and practise skills and are 

developing their competence as learners.  

Overall effectiveness: inspectors form a judgement on a school's overall 
effectiveness based on the findings from their 
inspection of the school. The following judgements, 

in particular, influence what the overall effectiveness 
judgement will be. 

  

The school's capacity for sustained 

improvement.  

Outcomes for individuals and groups of 
children.  

The quality of teaching.  

The extent to which the curriculum meets 

children's needs,  including, where relevant, 
through partnerships.  

The effectiveness of care, guidance and 

support.  

Progress: the rate at which children are learning in nursery 
sessions and over longer periods of time. 
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and  

carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted's  

main findings from the inspection of their school. 

 

 

29 September 2010 

 
Dear Children 

Inspection of Kintore Nursery School, London SE1 3BW 

We enjoyed being with you when we visited your school recently. We especially enjoyed 
eating lunch with some of you and watching you play and work.  

We agree with your parents that you have a good nursery, where you are learning and 
developing well. You behave well, enjoy your time there and are keen to learn. You have 
so very many interesting, exciting things to do which help your overall learning and 
development. We particularly enjoyed watching you improving your skills on the monkey 

bars and fire fighters' pole and learning to make sandcastles. All the grown-ups look after 
you well and provide lots of equipment and activities for your learning. You have a good 
understanding of how to stay safe and healthy.  

Some things could be a bit better, so we have asked leaders to improve them. These are 
to:  

make sure grown-ups ask you even more about your learning and provide you with 

information to make this even better  

look even more carefully at information they have about the nursery, especially at 
teaching and the progress you all make, so that they can clearly see how to improve 

these further  

make sure that some important papers, called policies, are discussed and agreed 
more often.  

Perhaps you can help by telling your teachers what really helps you in your learning and 
continuing to try your very best in all you do.  

With best wishes to you and your families,  

 
Yours sincerely  
   

Jo Curd  

Lead Inspector  
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set 

out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspect ions', which is available from Ofst ed's website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please 

telephone 0300 1234 234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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