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Introduction 

This inspection was carried out by three additional inspectors. They saw six class teachers 

teaching 11 lessons and held meetings with members of the school's senior leadership 
team, representatives from the governing body and school council and a group of Year 2 
pupils. They observed the school's work, including two assemblies, and looked at a range 
of documentation and policies associated with safeguarding and school improvement. 

They scrutinised the questionnaire responses from 20 staff and 43 parents and carers. 

The inspection team reviewed many aspects of the school's work. It looked in detail at a 
number of key areas. 

How effective are the school's systems for monitoring pupils' progress and targeting 
support? 

How effective have the school's initiatives been in improving reading and the 

progress made by pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities? 

What are the key features that would lift aspects of the school's provision to the next 
level? 

Information about the school 

The school is smaller than average. Almost all pupils are White British. The proportion of 
pupils known to be eligible for free school meals is below average. The overall proportion 

of pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities is average, but the proportion 
who have a statement detailing their educational needs is above average. There are fewer 
pupils than at the time of the last inspection, reflecting a fall in the local population.  

The school has close links with the children's centre on the same site. This provides 

outreach parental support programmes for schools in the outlying villages. The school is 
part of the Sawtry extended services cluster and provides core services. There are close 
links with the pre-school settings in the village. The school has achieved healthy school 

status and the Active School Kitemark, and is a member of the local school sports 
partnership. 
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Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory, and 4 is inadequate  

Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms  

 

Inspection judgements 

Overall effectiveness: how good is the school? 2 

 

The school's capacity for sustained improvement 2 

Main findings 

This is a good school. It has improved since it was last inspected. This is because the 
school's leaders identify and evaluate what needs to be done accurately, and plan 
effectively for improvement. Standards showed a significant step-change and further 

improvement in 2010 from the above average standards generally seen. The headteacher 
has an accurate view of the quality of learning and teaching; she sets challenging targets 
for pupils. The deputy headteacher, a relatively new appointment, brings added expertise 

to the senior leadership team, and, because the headteacher is now able to delegate 
aspects of school development to her, additional momentum to the process of 
development. This reinforces the school's good capacity for sustained improvement.  

Pupils make good progress, enjoy their work and achieve well because teaching is good. 
Where teaching and learning are at their best the pitch and challenge of the work, based 
on detailed knowledge of the levels pupils have reached in their learning, fully engage 
pupils' interest and application and they make exceptional progress. In order to bring 

more lessons up to this level, the school is using additional assessment materials to build 
staff's skills and confidence in tracking pupils' work, so they can judge short-term progress 
and identify the next steps in pupils' learning with even greater precision. As yet staff are 

not yet fully confident in the accuracy of their judgements. The senior leaders monitor the 
progress of all pupils carefully based on data submitted by staff, and have introduced 
regular meetings with class teachers to discuss pupils' progress. This key feature ensures 

that all pupils are making good progress and identifies early any pupil whose progress is 
slipping so that an appropriate action plan can be drawn up and strategies put in place. As 
a result of this work the school ensured that the pupils in Year 2 did especially well last 

year.  

Outstanding care, guidance and support and a good curriculum ensure that pupils make 
good progress in their personal development. Consistently good relationships between 

adults and pupils give the school its warm ethos and as a result pupils report that feel very 
safe. They are confident that they will be listened to and any concerns dealt with swiftly. 
Most pupils behave well for most of the time and understand the school rules; they play 
and work together well. They have a satisfactory understanding about other cultures. 

Overall, pupils' spiritual, moral social and cultural development is good, but limited 
exposure to other cultures means that their multicultural understanding, while satisfactory, 
is a relative weakness.  

Children in the Reception class develop very positive attitudes to learning which underpin 
their later good progress across the school. They are currently making good progress in 
response to stimulating provision, but the outdoor curriculum does not always provide 

enough physical challenge to fully engage all children, particularly some of the boys, and 
so help them accelerate their progress. 
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What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 To take teaching to the next level and accelerate pupils' progress further, 

consolidate staff's confidence through focused training to ensure that: 

teaching is always informed by high-quality assessment, so that the pupils' next 

steps in learning are planned at exactly the right level to maximise progress for 

each individual 

the quality of data used to monitor pupils' progress across the school is as 

accurate as possible. 

Ensure that the outdoor curriculum for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
channels the energies of all pupils, and helps accelerate their progress. 

Extend pupils' knowledge of how others live by developing the school's global and 
national links.  

Outcomes for individuals and groups of pupils 2 

 

Classes have a positive purposeful ethos. Pupils concentrate, are involved, try hard and 
work with care and concentration, showing good self-discipline and control. They work 

with talk partners well, sharing their ideas, consolidating prior learning and bringing new 
learning into context by rehearsing their ideas. Pupils are proud of their work and keen to 
show how well they have done. 

Standards at the end of Year 2 in 2010 were high in reading, writing and mathematics and 
a significant improvement over previous years. These pupils made particularly good 
progress from their broadly average starting points. Both genders performed above 

national averages and there was little difference in boys' and girls' attitudes and 
performance in the lessons seen. The most able pupils are challenged appropriately, as 
seen in the significantly above average proportion of pupils gaining the higher levels. 
Current progress of pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities is good; there 

is usually a good match of work in lessons to their needs, additional support in classrooms 
is targeted well and their progress, along with the progress of all other pupils, is carefully 
monitored. 

Pupils have a well-developed understanding of nutrition and the importance of exercise, 
and respond well to the steps taken by the school to promote these aspects. Pupils have a 
good foundation for their future workplace skills, given their good personal qualities and 

their above average basic skills. Attendance is average because the school suffered a 
period of extended illness in the autumn term. The school council meets with the 
headteacher regularly and its members takes their role seriously, consulting with their 

classes to collect views and contributing to school organisation, and sometimes making 
decisions about how to spend money they raise. Pupils are actively involved in local 
community events and collect for local and national charities. They are currently raising 

funds for playhouse for a school in Moldova. 
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These are the grades for pupils' outcomes 

Pupils' achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their learning  2 

Taking into account: 

          Pupils' attainment¹ 
2 

          The quality of pupils' learning and their progress  2 

          The quality of learning for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities  

           and their progress 
2 

The extent to which pupils feel safe 2 

Pupils' behaviour 2 

The extent to which pupils adopt healthy lifestyles 2 

The extent to which pupils contribute to the school and wider community  2 

The extent to which pupils develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to 

their future economic well-being 
2 

Taking into account: 

          Pupils' attendance¹ 
3 

The extent of pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development  2 

1 The grades for attainment and attendance are: 1 is high; 2 is above average; 3 is broadly average; and 4 

is low  

How effective is the provision? 

Pupils make good progress in most lessons. Teachers manage their classes well in a quiet, 

calm and well-organised manner, targeting praise and encouragement effectively. Their 
good relationships with pupils support learning because they view them as partners in the 
process and foster their independent learning skills. There is good teamwork with teaching 

assistants, who are effective in their support to individuals or groups. Pupils are usually 
actively engaged in their learning, often helped by good use of the interactive whiteboard, 
and good examples were seen where pupils explored a real task to develop, practise and 
apply their skills. Teachers generally make good use of questioning to check on learning in 

lessons, often involving pupils in assessing how well they have understood. Some marking 
is particularly good.  

In the few lessons where progress was satisfactory, some pupils found the tasks too 

difficult and became confused. The school is aware that teachers are sometimes not yet 
fully confident when assessing pupils' progress against precise National Curriculum levels. 

The school is in the process of redesigning and refining the curriculum. This process has 

contributed to improved standards, greater engagement and interest of all pupils but 
particularly boys. The 'learning log' sets imaginative home learning opportunities, 
providing a means for parents and carers to support their children's learning. There is now 

a focus on planning and providing memorable learning through first-hand experiences, 
trips and visitors. Good links and partnerships within the community and partner schools 
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Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory, and 4 is inadequate  
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extend the curriculum and pupils' learning opportunities, although the school is not yet 
making the most of its wider links to enhance pupils' global cultural awareness. Cross-

curricular links are providing a wider range of contexts to develop pupils' writing skills. 
Along with the raised profile of reading through, for example, targeting parental 
involvement and encouraging more frequent changing of free readers, this has contributed 

to improved attainment in reading and writing. In mathematics, attainment has been 
raised by the school planning additional opportunities for pupils to apply the skills that 
they have learnt earlier.  

The school is a very inclusive community. It fosters and recognises the uniqueness of each 
pupil extremely well. Adults' high-quality vigilance, care, support and commitment towards 
the pupils in their charge are deeply embedded within the school's ethos. Consequently 
there is high quality support towards vulnerable pupils and their families or pupils with 

medical or behavioural or other needs, drawing on the expertise of outside agencies and 
additional staff training when necessary. Attendance is improving, helped by the joint 
working with the educational welfare officer and school encouragement. Strong and 

developing liaison with the Junior School has led to improved knowledge and 
understanding of pupils at the time of transition. 

 

These are the grades for the quality of provision 

The quality of teaching  2 

Taking into account: 

          The use of assessment to support learning 
2 

The extent to which the curriculum meets pupils' needs, including, where relevant, 

through partnerships  
2 

The effectiveness of care, guidance and support  1 

How effective are leadership and management? 

The headteacher and senior managers have been instrumental in raising attainment and 
establishing a momentum for improvement by establishing strong teamwork among staff. 
Staff are proud to be members of the school, know what the school is trying to achieve, 

are involved in that process and feel that their contribution is valued. The governing body 
has improved its effectiveness since the last inspection and displays a clear appreciation of 
its role, both strategically and in providing appropriate challenge to the school. 
Safeguarding is good. Procedures follow good practice, all statutory and training 

requirements are met and reviewed regularly, and the headteacher shows tenacity in 
following up concerns.  

The school works hard to identify underachievement and remove possible barriers to 

learning through close monitoring of pupils' progress and early intervention. The school is 
a cohesive and harmonious community. It knows the wider local community well and has 
sought successfully to engage parents and carers more in their children's learning and to 

develop the school as a common focus within the community. The school is aware that it 
has not yet been fully successful in developing pupils' awareness of national and global 
cultural diversity, and has appropriate plans to improve this aspect of pupils' education.  
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These are the grades for leadership and management 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding ambit ion and driving 

improvement  
2 

Taking into account: 

          The leadership and management of teaching and learning  
2 

The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and support ing the 

school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and statutory responsibilities met  
2 

The effectiveness of the school's engagement with parents and carers  2 

The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being 2 

The effectiveness with which the school promotes equality of opportunity and tackles 

discriminat ion 
2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures  2 

The effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion  3 

The effectiveness with which the school deploys resources to achieve value for money  2 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

Children's attainment on entry to the Reception class is broadly at the level expected 
nationally for their age. Historically standards at the end of Reception are broadly average, 

but they are now improving. Children are currently making good progress because 
teaching is good and sometimes outstanding. Their good progress in developing personal 
qualities and positive attitudes for learning provides a good springboard for their later 

good learning and progress. Children are happy and settled and participate fully in well-
established routines. They enjoy taking responsibilities and respond actively to adults' 
advice and guidance in a welcoming and stimulating environment. Good relationships 

support their learning development and welfare. Almost all children behave well and when 
on occasion individuals do not, they are refocused and appropriate behaviour is taught 
explicitly. There is a good balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities, although 

planning for outdoor activities does not always channel and direct the energies of the 
more-boisterous boys to accelerate their progress. The coordinator and other staff are 
committed to improving children's outcomes and the leader has an accurate view of the 
strengths and areas for development. The team's work is leading to improved standards, 

particularly in early literacy skills. 
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These are the grades for the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Overall effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage  2 

Taking into account: 

          Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage  
2 

          The quality of provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage  2 

          The effectiveness of leadership and management of the Early Years Foundation  

           Stage 
2 

Views of parents and carers 

The proportion of parents and carers who responded to the questionnaire was below 
average for a primary school, but their responses were positive and supportive. All parents 

and carers are happy with their children's experiences at the school, and feel that it keeps 
their children safe and helps them support their children's learning. The large majority of 
parents and carers are happy with all aspects of the school. The very small number of 
concerns raised followed no particular pattern. 
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Responses from parents and carers to Ofsted's questionnaire 

Ofsted invited all the registered parents and carers of pupils registered at Sawtry Infants' School to complete 

a questionnaire about their views of the school.  

In the questionnaire, parents and carers were asked to record how strongly they agreed with 13 statements 

about the school. The inspection team received 43 completed questionnaires by the end of the on-site 

inspection. In total, there are 153 pupils registered at the school.  

Statements 
Strongly  

agree 
Agree Disagree 

Strongly  

disagree 

  Total % Total % Total % Total % 

My child enjoys school 29 67 13 30 1 2 0 0 

The school keeps my child 

safe 
29 67 14 33 0 0 0 0 

My school informs me about 

my child's progress 
19 44 23 53 1 2 0 0 

My child is making enough 

progress at this school 
21 49 19 44 1 2 0 0 

The teaching is good at this 

school 
25 58 17 40 0 0 0 0 

The school helps me to 

support my child's learning 
25 58 18 42 0 0 0 0 

The school helps my child to 

have a healthy lifestyle  
17 40 25 58 1 2 0 0 

The school makes sure that 

my child is well prepared for 

the future (for example 

changing year group, 

changing school, and for 

children who are finishing 

school, entering further or 

higher education, or entering 

employment) 

12 28 26 60 1 2 0 0 

The school meets my child's 

particular needs 
13 30 27 63 3 7 0 0 

The school deals effectively 

with unacceptable behaviour  
10 23 28 65 0 0 2 5 

The school takes account of 

my suggestions and concerns  
9 21 29 67 1 2 2 5 

The school is led and 

managed effectively 
18 42 21 49 1 2 0 0 

Overall, I am happy with my 

child's experience at this 

school 

24 56 19 44 0 0 0 0 

The table above summarises the responses that parents and carers made to each statement. The 

percentages indicate the proportion of parents and carers giving that response out of the total number of 

completed questionnaires. Where one or more parents and carers chose not to answer a particular question, 

the percentages will not add up to 100%. 
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Glossary 

What inspection judgements mean 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding These features are highly effective. An outstanding school 

provides exceptionally well for all its pupils' needs. 

Grade 2 Good These are very positive features of a school. A school that 

is good is serving its pupils well. 

Grade 3 Satisfactory These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory 

school is providing adequately for its pupils. 

Grade 4 Inadequate These features are not of an acceptable standard. An 

inadequate school needs to make significant improvement 

in order to meet the needs of its pupils. Ofsted inspectors 

will make further visits until it improves. 

Overall effectiveness of schools 

  Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools) 

Type of school Outstanding Good Satisfactory Inadequate 

Nursery schools 59 35 3 3 

Primary schools 9 44 39 7 

Secondary schools 13 36 41 11 

Sixth forms 15 39 43 3 

Special schools 35 43 17 5 

Pupil referral units 21 42 29 9 

All schools 13 43 37 8 

New school inspection arrangements were introduced on 1 September 2009. This means that inspectors now 

make some additional judgements that were not made previously.  

The data in the table above are for the period 1 September 2009 to 31 August 2010 and are consistent with 

the latest published official statistics about maintained school inspec tion outcomes (see 

www.ofsted.gov.uk).  

The sample of schools inspected during 2009/10 was not representative of all schools nationally, as weaker 

schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.  

Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100.  

Sixth form figures reflect the judgements made for the overall effectiveness of the sixth form in secondary 

schools, special schools and pupil referral units.  

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/
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Common terminology used by inspectors 

Achievement: the progress and success of a pupil in their learning, 
development or training. 

Attainment: the standard of the pupils' work shown by test and 

examination results and in lessons. 

Capacity to improve: the proven ability of the school to continue 
improving. Inspectors base this judgement on what 

the school has accomplished so far and on the quality 
of its systems to maintain improvement. 

Leadership and management: the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities, 

not just the headteacher, to identifying priorities, 
directing and motivating staff and running the school. 

Learning: how well pupils acquire knowledge, develop their 
understanding, learn and practise skills and are 

developing their competence as learners.  

Overall effectiveness: inspectors form a judgement on a school's overall 
effectiveness based on the findings from their 

inspection of the school. The following judgements, 
in particular, influence what the overall effectiveness 
judgement will be. 

  

The school's capacity for sustained 

improvement.  

Outcomes for individuals and groups of pupils.  

The quality of teaching.  

The extent to which the curriculum meets 
pupils' needs,  including, where relevant, 

through partnerships.  

The effectiveness of care, guidance and 
support.  

Progress: the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons and 
over longer periods of time. It is often measured by 
comparing the pupils' attainment at the end of a key 

stage with their attainment when they started. 
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and  

carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted's  

main findings from the inspection of their school. 

 

 

14 February 2011 

 
Dear Pupils 

Inspection of Sawtry Infants' School, Huntingdon, PE28 5SH 

I very much enjoyed my brief stay in your school. I would like to thank those pupils who 
gave up some of their lunchtime to talk to my colleagues. What you had to say was very 

helpful.  

This is a good school. You make good progress in your work and by the time you leave 
Year 2 your skills in reading, writing and mathematics are above average. Last year they 
were even higher. The school is helping you to grow up well. You behave well, the school 

is friendly and you told us that you feel safe. Almost all of your parents and carers thought 
you enjoyed school and learning. This is because you have good teachers who care a 
great deal about you and keep a very careful eye on your progress.  

I have asked the headteacher to work with the teachers to help them practise their skills 
in assessing your work even more precisely, so that they can judge your progress over a 
shorter period of time and to use this information to help you make even better progress 

in your learning in lessons. I also asked the headteacher to ensure that the activities 
Reception children do outside really provide challenge for those of you who really enjoy 
being very active. Finally, I have asked the school to give you a broader experience of the 

wider world, and how people in other places live their lives. 

The school has improved since it was last inspected. You can help it continue to improve 
by making sure that you take to heart the school motto: 'Be caring, be happy and always 

do your best.' 

 
Yours sincerely 
   

Roderick Passant 

Lead inspector 
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set 

out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspect ions', which is available from Ofsted's website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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