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Introduction

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is
included in Annex B.

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the setting

Platt Bridge Community Childcare was registered in 2006. The facility operates
from designated childcare rooms within Platt Bridge Children's Centre. It is run by
a committee. The nursery is open Monday to Friday from 8am until 6pm all year
round. Children aged from birth to three years are cared for in the baby unit whilst
children from three years are cared for in the nursery unit where they are fully
integrated with children accessing maintained nursery education in the school. The
children also have access to the Foundation Stage outdoor play area. The setting is
registered to provide care for a maximum of 46 children at any one time. There
are currently 147 children on roll, who attend for various sessions, 125 of whom
are in the early years age range.

The out of school provision provides before and after school care and holiday care.
The before and after school club is open Monday to Friday from 8am until 9am and
again from 3.30pm until 6pm during term time. The holiday club is open Monday
to Friday from 8am until 6pm during school holidays. The children have access to
the school hall, the studio and bathroom facilities and an outdoor play area. This
facility is registered to provide care for a maximum of 16 children at any one time
and there are currently 22 children on roll. The setting currently supports a
number of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and children
who speak English as an additional language.

The provision employs 14 staff who work directly with the children, all of whom
hold an appropriate early years qualification. The provision is supported by the
children's centre Teacher who has Early Years Professional Status.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is good.

Children are valued as unique individuals by staff and cared for within this
stimulating nursery environment. The vast majority of children are highly
engrossed in their experiences throughout the day. Excellent relationships with
parents ensure that staff know children well and enables parents to further
promote outcomes for children at home. Extremely effective links are established
with other professionals, particularly children's centre staff. This has a significant
impact on the setting's strong ability for continuous improvement and the overall
good and in some cases, superb outcomes for children.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should:

e occupy all of the under threes fully in purposeful and meaningful play, taking
full advantage of the learning opportunities on offer
e continue to develop staff skills in recording regular next steps for individual
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children's learning, clearly linking these to planning.

The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision

Staff work closely with parents, carers and other professionals to ensure that
children are safeguarded well. Staff are very confident in their understanding of
the indicators of abuse and knowledgeable in the procedures to follow if they have
concerns. Comprehensive recruitment and induction procedures are followed to
ensure staff are suitable to work with children. Regular risk assessments are
carried out for all areas used by children and appropriate action is taken to
minimise the risk of accidental injury.

Key management committee members are instrumental in driving improvements
and embedding ambition. They offer high levels of support to the recently
appointed manager and fully involve staff, parents and children in the
comprehensive self-evaluation process. This accurately identifies many ambitious
targets for development. Staff feel well supported in their personal development.
They are given roles and responsibilities and training to enable them to develop
their knowledge, expertise and practice. Staff are deployed effectively to ensure
that children are well supported and build secure relationships with their key
person.

The nursery, particularly the three to five year olds room, provides children with a
superb learning environment. Children are encouraged and challenged as they
engage in a good balance of adult-led and child-initiated play. Examples of
children's art work and high quality toys and resources are beautifully displayed.
These include many natural resources, reflect positive images of our diverse
society and promote all areas of learning.

Very effective partnerships with other professionals ensure children and families,
including those with children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are
given high levels of support. Children and families benefit greatly from strong links
with staff within the children's centre and other local early years provisions.
Excellent systems are in place to enable children's smooth transition to school.
Parents and carers are highly valued and are given good quality information about
the setting. Many effective ways are in place to encourage them to be fully
involved in their children's learning and progress and developments within the
nursery.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children

Clear observation, assessment and planning systems are in place. In some
instances specific staff have a lead role in coordinating and planning adult directed
group or focused activities. These take account of feedback from other staff
regarding children's individual skills and interests. Some staff are developing their
skills in identifying next steps for their key children's learning and using these to
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inform planning. Highly effective tracking systems identify individual and groups of
children who may need additional support to enable them to reach their maximum
potential in all areas of learning. A range of strategies are then put in to place to
ensure all children's learning is fully promoted across of areas. As a result all
children make good progress and some make excellent progress from their
individual starting points. A recent example is the implementation of
communication friendly spaces as part of the Every Child a Talker project. These
have been effective in encouraging children's language and communication skills.

On the whole children are highly confident and develop positive relationships with
their peers and familiar staff. Children's individual needs are sensitively catered for
as they settle within the nursery. Children are generally highly occupied in
purposeful play and learning, although on occasion some of the younger children
are unsettled. Nevertheless, staff are responsive to this, giving them cuddles and
reassurance. Staff support them closely in their play, encouraging them to explore
their environment and to develop their language and communication skills.

Staff skilfully interact with children during adult and child-led activities. They ask
questions to promote children's thinking and understanding. Older children listen
attentively at small group activities, eagerly answering questions that demonstrate
their excellent mathematical understanding. They compare who is the tallest and
shortest and work out increasingly difficult calculations. Younger children have fun
outdoors. They count with staff how many more spades of sand they need to fit in
the bucket and identify the shapes of different instruments. Children have access
to a range of different tools and materials that they explore to investigate changes,
develop their excellent design, mark making and writing skills. They enjoy making
their own play dough talking about how it feels different as they mix in the water
or flour. Children are inspired to be creative as they use the excellent range of
collage, painting and drawing materials. They excitedly play in the post office that
has been established since a trip to their local post office. They eagerly recall their
trip and rush off to write letters to post. This is one of many examples of how
children are encouraged to write for a purpose and develop their knowledge and
understanding of the world and imaginations.

Innovative initiatives such as the 'healthy eating project' effectively promote
healthy lifestyles for children at nursery and at home. In the main, high standards
of hygiene are promoted. However, at times staff are slow to notice that younger
children need support to wipe their noses. Children in the three to five room
benefit from free access to the outdoor play area and two to three year olds go
outdoors regularly throughout the day. Both these offer children exciting
opportunities to explore the natural environment, be physically active and develop
excellent large muscle skills and coordination. Enhancement boxes are available to
children on request or as staff recognise opportunities to extend children's
learning.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006



Inspection Report: piatt Bridge Community Childcare, 14/03/2012

Annex A: record of inspection judgements

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade 1 & Outstanding: this aspect of the provision & of exceptionally high quality
Grade 2 i Good: this aspect of the provision & strong

Grade 3 ks Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision & sound

Grade 4 i Inadequate: this aspect of the provision & not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

How well does the setting meet the needs of the 2
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 2
improvement

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 2
Early Years Foundation Stage

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 2
ambition and driving improvement

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 2
diversity

The effectiveness of safequarding 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 2
steps taken to promote improvement

The effectiveness of partnerships 1
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 1
carers

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage

| The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage | 2

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 2
Stage

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning

The extent to which children feel safe

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which children make a positive contribution

NININININ

The extent to which children develop skills for the future

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex B: the Childcare Register

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:
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