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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

Children only attend this setting before and/or after the school day and/or during 
the school holidays. The judgements in this report reflect the quality of early years 
provision offered to children during those periods. 

 
The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 

Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 

registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

The Roundabout Club opened in 1995 and is run by a voluntary management 
committee. It operates from classrooms in Morpeth County First School and has 
access to an enclosed outdoor play area. It is situated in the Morpeth area of 

Northumberland. The club is open Monday to Friday from 7.35am to 9am and from 
3.15pm to 5.55pm during the term time, and from 8am to 5.55pm during the 
school holidays. The club is registered by Ofsted on the Early Years Register and 
both the compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. A maximum of 

63 children may attend at any one time. There are currently 110 children on roll, of 
whom 10 are in the early years age range. The club is able to support children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities and children who have English as 

an additional language. The club employs ten staff. Eight staff hold an appropriate 
playwork or early years qualification, one holds a level two qualification and seven 
hold a level three qualification. 

 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 

Children are cared for by skilled practitioners who successfully value children's 
decisions and promote their learning and development well. The club has a good 
capacity to improve through effective self-evaluation systems, which places a high 

emphasis on taking account of the children's input and ideas. Good systems have 
been developed to work with both parents, and other professionals providing the 
Early Years Foundation Stage. Space and resources are mostly used well to ensure 

that the children's needs are met. Each child is valued for their own unique abilities 
and equal opportunities are fostered well by the staff team. 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 

 
 ensure that children have access to an area, which is equipped with 

appropriate furniture, where they can relax or play quietly.        

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 

A high emphasis is placed on ensuring that children are effectively safeguarded in 
the club. Regular risk assessments and daily checks contribute towards ensuring 
that all of the hazards in the club are effectively minimised. Staff receive regular 

training in child protection. They follow a clear and comprehensive child protection 
policy which ensures they are confident about what to do if they have concerns 
about a child in their care. Recruitment and selection procedures are effective to 

ensure that children are cared for by adults who are both, suitable and well 
qualified. Space is used well in the club to ensure that children benefit from a wide 
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variety of activities that they enjoy, however, a comfortable area, where children 
can rest and relax after their day at school is lacking. Policies and records are well 
maintained, easily accessible and contain all of the necessary details to meet 
requirements.  

 
The club shows a clear understanding of their strengths and the areas that they 
wish to improve. They have made good progress in tackling the recommendation 

from the previous inspection to further benefit the outcomes for the children in 
their care. Good personal hygiene routines are consistently practised and more 
opportunities for children to explore diversity are freely available. The club has 

developed good plans for the future. They continually consider how they can 
improve the club and the care they provide for the children who attend. Children's 
views are successfully fed into the improvement plans, which results in them 

developing a sense of ownership of the club. Partnerships with parents are highly 
positive. The club provides a wealth of information to ensure parents are 
continually kept up to date with how the club operates. Due to the high levels of 

staff in the club there are good systems in place to ensure that parents are well 
informed about their child on a daily basis. Strong links have been developed with 
the school in which the club is based. This results in a good two-way flow of 
information being exchanged and contributes towards a continuous learning 

journey being provided for the children. 
 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 

Children are happy, settled and content. They move freely around the different 
areas constantly making choices about what they want to do. They have 
developed positive relationships with other children attending and also with the 
staff who care for them. Highly successful settling-in procedures that meet 

children's individual needs ensure that children quickly learn about the daily 
routines, and develop a strong sense of belonging. The staff team have worked 
hard to develop learning journals for all the children attending. They cover all 

areas of children's development and build a good picture of the progress children 
are making during their time at the club. Regular observations and identified next 
steps ensure the staff team know the children well, and can plan to help them 

make as much progress as possible. 
 
Children are confident communicators. They have regular time in the session to 

share their news with other children, enjoy conversations with their friends and 
easily approach staff when they need support or guidance. Staff promote active 
learning well, and some staff do this exceptionally well. They encourage children to 

think about potential problems they face and sensitively support them to work out 
how these can be solved. For example, as staff notice a danger that planks of 
wood may cause, they pose questions to the children about how this can be 
minimised and what they should do about it. Children enjoy being creative. They 

play imaginary games together in the yard using good quality equipment and have 
great fun indoors creating models from fabric, boxes and other materials. A wide 
range of equipment is freely available for children to draw and write. They use 
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their own ideas confidently to create cards and picture for members of their family. 
A high emphasis is placed on developing children's decision-making skills and 
valuing their ideas. A weekly meeting is held where the staff talk to the children 
about the suggestions they have made of things they would like in the club, or 

issues that they have. This is very successful and many contributions are made by 
the children as they know these will be valued and acted upon. The staff team also 
feedback to the children about the steps they will be taking to put things right, 

such as making sure they provide more pens that work, or buying additional 
dressing up clothes. A good range of toys are freely available for children to 
explore and learn about diversity. This helps them to learn about respecting 

others. The staff take time to talk to children about where they have been on their 
holidays and encourage them to discuss how people in different countries live.  
Children have opportunities to take responsibilities for appropriate tasks, for 

example, they help to chop up the fruit at snack time, and let other children know 
what foods they have available for snack that day. Children behave well in the 
club. They listen to instructions from the staff and there are very few disputes in 

the club. The staff show a clear understanding of the behaviour policy and provide 
a good role model for the children by saying please and thank you.  
 
Children have daily opportunities to enjoy fresh air and be physically active. They 

play with a range of good quality toys and equipment outdoors that allows them to 
further develop their physical skills. A nutritious range of foods and fruit is 
provided at snack time which contributes towards promoting a healthy diet. 

Children have good opportunities to learn about safety in the club. The staff talk to 
them about potential dangers and encourage children to think about what they 
should do and what is safe. Regular fire drills are conducted which results in 

children knowing what they should do in the event of an emergency. 
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 



Inspection Report: Roundabout Club, 07/03/2012  

 

 

8 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


