Inspection report for early years provision

Ofsted

raising standards
improving lives

Unique reference number EY256253
Inspection date 12/03/2012
Inspector Hazel Farrant

Type of setting Childminder




Inspection Report: 12/03/2012

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects
to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for
learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the
Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and
training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and
inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as
you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov. uk

© Crown copyright 2012


http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/

Inspection Report: 12/03/2012

Introduction

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is
included in Annex B.

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the childminding

The childminder was registered in 2003. She lives with her two children in a semi-
detached house in Woking, Surrey. The house is close to local amenities and parks
and is within walking distance of Woking town centre. Children have access to
most areas of the home except for the garage and utility room. There is an
enclosed rear garden for outdoor play. The childminder is registered to care for a
maximum of six children, of which three may be in the early year's age range. She
is also registered on both the voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare
Register. There are currently six children on roll, three of which are in the early
years age range. The childminder is able to collect children from a variety of local
schools and pre-schools. She regularly takes children on visits to play parks and
places of interest. The family has a pet dog.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is good.

The childminder provides a range of worthwhile and interesting activities, which
results in children making good progress towards the early learning goals. The
childminder has established good partnerships with parents and carers. However,
parents and carers are not currently fully contributing to children's developmental
folders and therefore missing the opportunity to further work together. Although
self-evaluation requires further development in order to identify key priorities, the
childminder demonstrates a strong capacity for continuous improvement.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should:

o develop effective systems to enable parents to contribute to the observation,
assessment and planning for their child

o develop further systems for monitoring and evaluating practice to identify the
setting's strengths and priorities for development that will improve the quality
of provision for all children.

The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision

The childminder is well informed about her responsibility to protect children,
including the procedures to be followed if she has concerns about the children in
her care. The childminder carries out daily safety checks of her home and garden
in order to minimise potential hazards. The childminder practises fire evacuation
drills regularly with the children and an effective record is kept. All records required
for the efficient running of the setting are available for inspection. The childminder
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is committed to maintaining continuous improvement in her practice. She has
addressed the recommendations from the last inspection effectively and has
undertaken several courses. She has started to reflect on her own practice and is
currently making improvements to her outdoor play provision. However, her
current system for monitoring and evaluating practice does not highlight priorities
for development that will improve the quality of provision for all children.

The childminder offers guidance to parents about many aspects of care and
learning. Although observations and assessments are shared regularly with
parents, they are not currently contributing to children's developmental folders.
Therefore missing the opportunity to further work together in order to fully support
their child's development. The childminder is extremely supportive and flexible,
adapting her service to fit the commitments of parents. They are highly
complimentary about the progress their child has made in the homely
environment, which the childminder creates. The childminder liaises consistently
with other early years providers and continues with activities to support children's
learning effectively. Excellent use is made of space to provide a wide range of
different activities and experiences. Good quality resources are varied and used
very well. This significantly supports children to achieve planned goals. All children
are highly valued and the childminder ensures that their individual needs are met
very well. Children's understanding of diversity and differences is significantly
enhanced by accessing interesting resources. They also learn through first hand
experience when they mix with peers.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children

Children enjoy their time at the childminder's home because she implements a
wide range of stimulating activities to promote their learning and development. All
children participate in arts and crafts. They enjoy rolling, cutting and pressing
shapes out of dough. Children giggle with delight as they successfully roll the
dough into balls and use confident counting skills to proudly announce how many
sheep they have made. Their language skills are very well promoted because the
childminder uses several effective methods. She talks consistently to the children
and frequently reads with them. They demonstrate that they feel very secure as
they confidently play on their own, with each other and the childminder. Children's
sense of belonging is superbly promoted through the display of their work, name
pegs and photographs. They are very well behaved because the childminder uses
age-appropriate strategies to manage their behaviour and rewards them with
praise for effort and as well as achievement.

The childminder has a good grasp of the Early Years Foundation Stage and plans
for children's learning individually. Activities are linked effectively to what children
are currently interested in enabling them to move on to a higher level. Children
benefit from a stimulating learning environment where they are able to easily
select resources independently and follow their own interest. Children's individual
needs are met significantly. They eat nutritious meals and their dietary
requirements are managed effectively. Children learn about healthy foods as they
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plant and tend a variety of fruit and vegetables in the garden. Everyday children
exercise in the fresh air and they sleep according to their established pattern.
Planned outings to groups and other venues increase their awareness of the world
around them. These activities help children develop learning and social skills that
equip them effectively for the future.

Children's awareness of safety is developing because the childminder provides
opportunities for them to walk next to her, knowing that they must stay close to
her at all times. They move around freely from one room to another and sit
securely in high chairs or at the table for some activities. Children enjoy putting the
train track together. They show good problem solving skills as they turn and piece
together the various shapes and size. Children know that the green light means
they can move their trains on and they must stop at the red light. They are
developing self-help skills during activities and follow guidance provided from the
childminder. The wealth of activities ensures that children develop consistently to
achieve good outcomes in all areas of learning.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade 1 & Outstanding: this aspect of the provision & of exceptionally high qualty
Grade 2 i Good: this aspect of the provision & strong

Grade 3 ks Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision & sound

Grade 4 i Inadeguate: this aspect of the provision & not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

How well does the setting meet the needs of the 2
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 2
improvement

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 2
Early Years Foundation Stage

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 2
ambition and driving improvement

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 2
diversity

The effectiveness of safequarding 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 2
steps taken to promote improvement

The effectiveness of partnerships 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 2
carers

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage

| The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage | 2

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 2
Stage

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning

The extent to which children feel safe

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which children make a positive contribution

NININININ

The extent to which children develop skills for the future

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk
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Annex B: the Childcare Register

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:
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