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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

Wind in the Willows Nursery is a privately owned setting that registered in 2011. It 
operates from purposely designed premises within Willowbrook Primary School in 
Hutton, near Brentwood in Essex. The nursery serves the local area and has strong 

links with most of the schools in the area. The nursery is accessible to all children 
and there is a fully enclosed area available for outdoor play. 
 
The nursery opens Monday to Friday during school term times. Sessions are 

between 7:30am and 5.30pm. Children are able to attend for a variety of sessions. 
The nursery is registered on the Early Years Register and on both the voluntary 
and compulsory parts of the Childcare Register. A maximum of 30 children may 

attend the nursery at any one time all of whom may be on the Early Years 
Register. The nursery also offers care to children aged over five years to 11 years. 
It supports children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and children 

who speak English as an additional language. 
 
The nursery employs nine members of child care staff. Of these, six hold 

appropriate early years qualifications. The nursery receives support from the local 
early years partnership.  
 

 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 

Staff create a very welcoming and safe environment in which all children thrive. 
Planning is flexible, taking into account children's likes and dislikes, enabling them 
to enjoy their time at the setting and make good progress in their learning and 
development. The staff build trusting relationships with parents and carers and 

keep them well informed about their child's development and the day-to-day 
running of the setting. Senior staff lead a culture of reflective practice where all 
staff work together, to review the setting's strengths and areas for improvement 

and are committed to continuous improvement for all children and their families. 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 develop further the systematic use of observations and assessments to plan 
the next steps in children's developmental progress and demonstrate how 
these are achieved.    
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The effectiveness of leadership and management of 
the early years provision 
 
Effective implementation of the nursery's comprehensive policies and procedures 

supports the daily running of the setting and ensures that children are offered a 
safe and secure environment. There are robust procedures for checking that staff 
are suitable to work with the children and a rolling program of training to further 

increase their childcare knowledge. Staff have a detailed understanding of the 
procedures to follow relating to safeguarding children ensuring that their welfare is 
promoted and that they are fully protected at all times. Staff further protect 

children's safety by taking effective steps to minimise any hazards. They carry out 
daily safety checks of the areas used by the children and complete comprehensive 
risk assessments on a regular basis. They also demonstrate a high level of 
awareness with regard to security and home time. Children are released one at a 

time to their parent or carer whilst another member of staff records the details in 
the nursery register.   
 

Children's individual development is effectively promoted because the nursery has 
efficient procedures in place to support, monitor and evaluate their progress. The 
interesting range of available resources is actively used and the child-friendly 

environment is conducive to children's learning. For example, low-level storage 
units encourage children to freely choose what to play with and tables are left 
clear to enable them to choose where to sit while they play. The nursery effectively 

promotes equality and diversity enabling them to offer a service that is inclusive 
for all children and their families. Staff work closely with the parents to ensure that 
they understand each child's background, needs and beliefs. For example, they use 

visual aids to help the children learn the routine and ask the parents for familiar 
words in a child's home language to help them settle and feel secure. 
 
Good partnership with parents, carers and other providers enhances continuity of 

care and education for all the children. Parents are kept well informed about their 
child's development and are included in their progress. For example, they are 
invited to regular parent's evenings and are encouraged to take one of the nursery 

books home to share with their child involving them further in the children's 
learning. They are regularly informed about the nursery's good practice through 
comprehensive policies, a parent notice board and regular news letters. They also 

have an open relationship with the staff and managers who make themselves 
readily available to talk to them at all times. Wider partnership working is 
encouraged as the nursery builds relationships with the other settings and schools 

in the area. They share relevant information where possible and work together to 
provide a consistent quality of care for all the children. 
 

Staff show a genuine desire to promote the best care and opportunities for 
children and are committed to sustainability. The on-going monitoring and 
reflective practice in place helps to highlight their strengths and areas for 
improvement. They use information from their weekly staff meetings, comments 

from parents and feedback from meetings with other early years settings to 
implements changes to further improve the outcomes for children. They use the 
self evaluation form as a working document, updating it regularly and identifying 
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their plans for the future. For example, they hope to provide a digging and 
planting area for the children to experience growing their own flowers, fruits and 
vegetables. 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 

Children are offered interesting and stimulating opportunities to help them 
effectively progress and develop across all areas of learning. Information is gained 
from parents about children's home lives, their likes and dislikes and their stage of 

development. Staff record children's attainments through use of observation and 
assessment. Each child has a learning profile which highlights their progress 
through examples of their work and photographs. However, the system currently 
in place is not used consistently across the nursery to identify children's next steps 

or to demonstrate how these are achieved and as a result children's development 
is not optimally promoted.  
 

Children's learning is effectively encouraged through a range of adult-led and child-
initiated activities. Staff also make good use of routine activities to broaden 
children's experiences. For example, during circle time they encourage the 

children's language skills by discussing the letter of the week. Children hold their 
hand in front of their mouth as they make the 'P' sound and identify different items 
such as a pig and parrot that begin with the same letter. Children then build their 

self esteem as they hold up items that they have brought from home describing 
what they have and in one case why their toy has stopped working due to the 
batteries running out. Staff are very aware of meeting the individual needs of all 

the children. When younger children demonstrate that they are not ready to sit 
with the other children, they are encouraged to look for items in the home corner 
that begin with the week's letter. They are then encouraged to show them to the 
group thereby including them in the activity at a level that is suitable to their 

needs. Children also enjoy using their problem solving skills to count how many 
boys and girls are present and identifying the numbers on the number line on the 
wall. They develop their knowledge and understanding of the world as they 

investigate how jelly is made and learn that removing the gate in the water tray 
enables the water to flow through as well as their boat. 
  

Children enjoy their time at the setting, forging friendships with the staff and each 
other. For example, they sit together for lunch and kindly alert the staff to another 
child's pair of glasses that they find on the floor. Their behaviour is good as they 

follow the positive role modelling of the staff. They are encouraged to express 
their wishes as they, for example, choose not to join in with a game and say 'I do 
not want a go thank you'. They also learn that walking away from a situation when 

they do not get their own way is not the positive way forward. Staff actively help 
the children learn about the society in which they live and the wider world. For 
example, celebrations of festivals are built into the planning. Children thoroughly 
enjoy making lanterns and dragons and trying noodles to celebrate Chinese New 

Year. Resources such as play figures, books and dressing up clothes help them 
further develop their understanding of different ways of life.   
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Children's health and welfare are actively promoted as the staff take effective steps 
to minimise the spread of infection and develop children's understanding of healthy 
living. For example, they learn to wash their hands before snack fully explaining to 
the inspector why this is necessary and demonstrating their growing awareness 

and knowledge. They also learn about different foods as they participate in 
cooking activities such as making scones. They use their fingers to mix the flour, 
discuss how to get the lumps out and look at the visible differences the mixture 

goes through. Their independence is promoted as they choose whether or not to 
play outside and learn that they need to put their coats on when the weather is 
not so good. Children are also learning about their own safety. They participate in 

themes about people who help us and join in with role scenarios to build their 
knowledge of road safety. Staff support the children by giving sensitive 
suggestions such as reminding them to keep their shoes on in case they hurt their 

feet on the toys. They also learn that running inside is not a good idea in case they 
fall and hurt their self or some one else. 
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 



Inspection Report: Wind In The Willows Nursery, 06/03/2012  

 

 

9 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


