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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects 

to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for 

learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the 

Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and 

training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and 

inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.  

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as 

you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.  
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 

registration. 
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Description of the setting 
 

Sparrows Playgroup was registered in 2011 and is committee owned and run. It 
operates from the church hall in West Mersea, Essex. An enclosed garden provides 
opportunities for outdoor play. The playgroup is open from 9.15am to 11.45am 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday and for two terms the setting opens from 
12.30pm to 3pm, term-time only. 
 
A maximum of 24 children under five years may attend the playgroup at any one 

time, all of whom may be in the early years age range. There are currently 40 
children on roll in this age group. This provision is registered by Ofsted on the 
Early Years Register. 

 
The playgroup employs eight members of staff. Of whom four including the 
manager hold appropriate qualifications to at least level two.  

 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 

Children's welfare, learning and development needs are met to a good standard. 
The staff team work well together and demonstrate good knowledge of the 
children in their key groups. Children participate in activities which enable them to 

make progress across all six areas of learning. Some systems are in place to 
enable the setting to review and evaluate the provision in order to maintain 
continuous improvement. Some relevant information is missing from the children's 

registration details and the setting is beginning to develop links with other early 
years settings. 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To meet the specific requirements of the EYFS, the registered person must: 

 
 ensure that the following information is recorded for 

each child; the name and address of every parent and 

carer who is known to the provider and which of these 
parents or carers the child normally lives 
with.(Documentation)  

24/02/2012 

 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 develop partnership working to provide further opportunities for parents to 
share in their children's learning and consider ways of liaising with other 

providers delivering the Early Years Foundatin Stage to ensure progression 
and continuity of care.   
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 
the early years provision 
 
Procedures are in place to ensure that children are effectively safeguarded. Staff 

update their safeguarding knowledge through regular training events. They 
demonstrate clear knowledge of their responsibilities with regards to protecting the 
children in their care. All adults working with children are appropriately vetted and 

their clearance is held on file for inspection. The environment is regularly checked 
for safety to ensure that children play and learn in a safe and secure environment. 
All relevant records and documentation are in place, however, there are currently 

no systems to enable the setting to collect information about each parent's address 
and which parent the child lives with. This is a requirement of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage.  
 

This is the setting's first inspection since re-registration as a committee run 
provision, however, it has been operating on the same site for many years prior to 
this. There is a strong staff team, many of whom have worked together for a long 

period of time. The setting is beginning to develop systems to enable it to review 
and evaluate the setting. All staff play an active role in this process and contribute 
ideas and suggestions for further improvements.  

 
The playgroup operates from a church hall which is shared with a number of other 
users. Staff set out and pack away all of the equipment each day into carefully 

organised cupboards and storage spaces. They present an interesting range of 
resources at the children's height each day to enable them to become independent 
and to make choices over their play and learning. Children know that they can also 

ask for additional equipment if there is something specific they want to explore. A 
high adult to child ratio ensures that children are well supervised and supported. 
Staff know which role they are going to undertake each day as a clear staff rota is 
in place. The setting's equality and diversity policy promotes inclusion and ensures 

that staff work in a consistent way to meet all children's individual needs.  
 
Parents spoken to at the time of the inspection are very complimentary about the 

setting stating that it is a welcoming and homely environment in which their 
children feel confident and happy. They find staff very approachable and feel able 
to discuss their children's needs and requirements with them at any time. Parents 

have opportunities to view their children's learning journeys and to discuss their 
next steps in learning with staff. Home to pre-school books are completed by staff, 
detailing the range of activities the children have participated in, what they have 

enjoyed for snack and whether they have shown particular interest in a subject. 
The setting is beginning to develop more meaningful links with other early years 
settings, however, these systems are in their infancy.   
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 
Staff meet on a regular basis to plan the long term activities and topics. Ideas from 

these meetings are then translated into weekly planning. The planning provides 
good opportunities for key persons to include activities which are tailored to 
individual children. This ensures that children are provided with an exciting range 

of planned and freely chosen activities each day based around their interests, ideas 
and favourite resources. Children enjoy their time at the pre-school moving 
confidently between the toys and play resources on offer to them. They excitedly 

wash and dry the role play equipment, explaining that 'it is all nice a clean now'. 
They make water pistols from construction materials and pretend to squirt water 
from them, when asked whether the water is warm or cold, they explain that 'it is 
warm water because it is too cold outside'. Children form small friendship groups, 

negotiating their position within role play situations and sharing ideas to enhance 
their play.  
 

Children are and feel safe and secure in the setting. They understand the simple 
rules, such as, walking indoors and listening carefully to instructions. When they go 
for walks in the local area, staff plan appropriate routes and talk to the children 

throughout the experience about road safety, holding hands and not talking to 
strangers. Children develop a good understanding about keeping healthy as they 
are reminded to wash their hands before snack time and when they have been to 

the toilet. They know where tissues are kept and independently access them when 
they need to wipe their nose. Children are provided with a mid-session snack 
which is generally healthy and nutritious and children are reminded that it is 

important to have lots of fruit and vegetables in their diet. Children enjoy fresh air 
and exercise as they frequently access the enclosed garden adjacent to the 
setting. They learn about keeping fit and active and are encouraged to enjoy 
outdoor activities in all weathers.  

 
Children are settled and comfortable with each other's company. They approach 
the adults caring for them with ease and enjoy the interaction they receive from 

them. Staff promote children's self-esteem by offering consistent praise and 
encouragement throughout the sessions. Children are provided with resources and 
activities which enable them to develop knowledge and understanding about other 

people's needs and cultures. They actively participate in the celebration of festivals 
and special occasions. The planned and freely chosen activities on offer to children 
enable them to develop secure skills for the future. For example, they converse 

well and shared real and imaginary experiences with each other. They use some 
resources, such as, an interactive globe and electronic learning games to enhance 
their knowledge of information technology. Children learn about the wider 

community when they go for walks in the local area.  
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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