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Introduction
Inspection team
Clare Henderson
Allyson Ingall

Additional inspector
Additional inspector

This inspection was carried out with two days' notice. The inspectors observed 16 lessons
taught by 10 teachers, listened to individual pupils reading in Years 1 and 2 and scrutinised
pupils’ work. They held meetings with members of the governing body, parents and carers,
staff and groups of pupils. The inspectors observed the school’s work and looked at
documents relating to safeguarding, pupils’ progress and attainment and the way in which
the school evaluates its own performance. There were no responses to the online
questionnaire (Parent View) to consider when planning the inspection. The inspectors
scrutinised the questionnaires completed by staff and pupils and analysed the 98 from
parents and carers.

Information about the school
This school is similar in size to the average-sized primary school. The proportion of pupils
known to be eligible for free school meals is average. An above-average proportion of pupils
have special educational needs or are disabled. The large majority of pupils are from White
British backgrounds. A small minority are from minority ethnic backgrounds and a few are
learning English as an additional language. Mobility into the school is above average. The
school meets the current floor standards. The school has gained Healthy Schools status, The
Wild Life Trust and Eco School awards. The school runs breakfast- and after-school clubs
which were considered during this inspection.
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Inspect ion grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is sat isfactory and 4 is inadequate
Please tur n to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

Inspection judgements
Overall Effectiveness

2

Achievement of pupils
Quality of teaching
Behaviour and safety of pupils
Leadership and management

2
2
1
2

Key Findings


This is a good school. It has improved well since the last inspection and has the
capacity to be even better. Pupils are keen and enthusiastic learners. They feel
extremely safe and well cared for and behave exceptionally well. Their spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development is outstanding. The vast majority of parents and carers
confirm these positive views and engage very well with the school.



Achievement is good and rapidly improving. Children get off to a good start in the Early
Years Foundation Stage and make good progress from their below-average starting
points. Attainment at Key Stage 1 is improving securely and is broadly average in
reading, writing and mathematics.



By the end of Year 6 pupils’ attainment in reading, writing and mathematics which
has, in recent years, been broadly average, is rapidly improving. This is confirmed by
the attainment of pupils currently in Year 6 which is above average in English and
mathematics. This is as a result of the high priority given, since the last inspection, to
developing pupils’ reading, writing and mathematical skills.



The proportion of outstanding lessons is increasing but is not yet at a level that will
accelerate pupils’ progress to outstanding in all year groups. Lessons typically see
pupils responding with enthusiasm to a range of practical and stimulating activities.
However, tasks in lessons do not always fully match or challenge pupils' abilities in
English and mathematics.



The headteacher, senior staff and members of the governing body have successfully
led improvement. They constantly review the school’s performance and are clear about
the direction the school must take to secure further improvements. For example, they
correctly recognise that maintaining the focus on improving teaching is a key priority
and is central. However, this work is not fully shared with middle leaders.
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What does the school need to do to improve further?


Raise attainment and accelerate the progress of pupils further by:
ensuring tasks in all lessons consistently match pupils' abilities and provide
enough challenge to enable them to make outstanding progress
fully involving middle leaders in monitoring and evaluating the quality of teaching
and learning.

Main Report
Achievement of pupils
Pupils develop a love of learning and are keen and motivated to succeed. They are fully
attentive in class and engage enthusiastically with a wide range of experiences. They
particularly enjoy activities that fire their imagination for learning and those where they can
discuss and share their ideas with each other. For instance, by working together in small
groups, pupils in a Key Stage 2 music lesson developed communication, literacy and music
composition skills very effectively. They eagerly undertook the role of audience and/or
performer and confidently discussed and reviewed each other’s work, making well-thoughtout suggestions as to how the work could be improved.
Pupils’ current work and the school’s own data show that attainment in reading, writing and
mathematics at the end of Year 6 has rapidly improved and is now above average. A notable
success is that the proportion of pupils in within the school making expected levels of
progress in English and mathematics is now above the national average, reflecting the
upward trend in the school’s performance. Parents and carers quite rightly have recognised
this improvement in pupils’ progress. One parent’s view was typical of many: ‘We are really
pleased with our child’s progress.’
When children start in the Early Years Foundation Stage what they know and can do varies,
but overall their skills and abilities are below those typical for their age, particularly in
language and communication. The good provision ensures they settle quickly and enables
them to make great strides in their learning. Work in lessons and in their books shows that
pupils, including those who have special educational needs, those who are disabled and
those learning English as an additional language, make good progress as they move through
the school to Year 6. All pupils acquire good skills in reading relative to their starting points
as a result of a successful whole-school focus to accelerate the progress made in developing
skills of literacy and communication. Attainment at the end of Year 2 is now broadly similar
to the national average in reading, writing and mathematics. This is largely because
improvements in teaching and learning are increasing the progress pupils make in lessons.
However, in a few lessons, tasks do not always fully match and challenge pupils' abilities in
English and mathematics.
Quality of teaching
The quality of teaching has improved and impacts strongly on pupils’ outstanding behaviour
and extremely positive attitudes to their learning. Positive relationships between teachers
and pupils are fully established in all lessons. Teaching assistants provide an effective layer
of extra support, particularly for those pupils who find learning difficult or who join the
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school other than at the beginning of the school year. Staff know when to intervene and
how to interact with pupils to enhance their learning because assessment information is
generally used well. Pupils have regular opportunities to discuss and share their ideas with
their classmates and to check each other’s understanding. They are supported effectively in
knowing how to improve their work through effective comments from teachers in their
books, although it is not always clear how or when these comments are followed up by
pupils.
When the planning and teaching are at their best, and expectations are high, the impact on
pupils’ progress is significant, as seen during the inspection when pupils in a Key Stage 2
mathematics lesson were learning to use written methods to record division of numbers.
With the teacher’s clear explanations and acute knowledge and understanding of where
each pupil is in their learning, pupils were enabled to develop new ways and apply
previously learnt skills to solve mathematical problems. Where teaching is less strong, tasks
lack enough pace and challenge and restrict pupils’ ability to sustain a high rate of progress.
The school has taken effective steps to improve the teaching of reading and writing in all
classes. Readers in Years 1 and 2 for instance, talk about spelling patterns in words with
increasing awareness and accuracy. Pupils who have special educational needs and those
who are disabled or are learning English as an additional language make good progress in
reading because interventions are well taught. The introduction of a systematic scheme to
teach reading is leading to pupils’ greater confidence in tackling unfamiliar words. Parents
and carers report how pleased they are with their children’s progress in reading and,
understandably, they feel that the overall quality of teaching is good.
Behaviour and safety of pupils
Pupils’ behaviour as seen in class and around the school during the inspection and from
records held by the school is outstanding. They make an exceptional contribution to a safe,
positive learning environment. The vast majority of parents and carers say that the school
manages behaviour well. In lessons pupils respond very enthusiastically to learning,
enabling lessons to proceed without interruptions. Pupils show very high levels of respect,
collaboration and cooperation in and out of lessons. For instance, they have worked closely
together with the local community to develop their eco area and talk enthusiastically about
the benefit this has for the whole community.
Instances of all kinds of bullying are rare, and pupils and most parents and carers are
confident that staff will listen and act on their concerns should problems arise. Pupils
commented, ‘If we have any problems, teachers sort it.’ They have a clear understanding of
the need to lead a safe lifestyle. This is reflected in the way they explain their understanding
of possibly unsafe situations, such as on the road. Pupils take their many roles and
responsibilities very seriously. For example, older pupils run an exceptionally wide range of
clubs for the younger ones during lunch breaks. This enables them to develop leadership
skills whilst extending the confidence and skills of cooperation and teamwork for the
younger pupils. They demonstrate both exceptional understanding of other cultures and
tolerance of differences, contributing to their outstanding behaviour and safety. They say
they feel extremely happy and secure in school; this is reflected in their above-average
levels of attendance and contributes significantly to their enjoyment of school.
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Leadership and management
The improvements evident are underpinned by the drive and determination of the
headteacher to see the school improve further. With good support from senior and middle
leaders and members of the governing body he is leading the school effectively. All staff
have improved their understanding of what makes for effective practice through welltargeted training and support. Although expectations have been raised and there is clear
agreement on the strengths in provision and where further improvements can be made,
middle leaders are not fully involved in monitoring and evaluating the quality of teaching
and learning and so cannot contribute fully to quickening the rate of progress further.
Effective action has been taken to raise the achievement of pupils and to close the gap
between attainment at the school and the national average for all groups of pupils. As a
consequence, the school’s commitment to equality of opportunity is strong and the school is
effective in tackling discrimination and preparing all pupils well for the next stage in their
education.
The impact of the curriculum on pupils’ outcomes is good. All pupils benefit from an
excellent choice of extra-curricular activities, including outstanding before- and after-school
provision, sports, arts and music clubs. Pupils confirm these activities add considerable
enjoyment to their learning. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is outstanding
because these aspects are woven meaningfully into all the subjects pupils study. Pupils learn
to care for, respect and reflect about beliefs and values and respond positively to the wide
range of cultural opportunities provided by the school.
The governing body plays an effective role in shaping the school’s direction and in holding it
to account. Members are committed and are confident in challenging and supporting the
school to improve further. They are well-informed and are involved in planning for
improvement and in evaluating the school’s performance. The school’s safeguarding
arrangements meet requirements. Not a moment is lost to ensure that all pupils, including
those whose circumstances have made them vulnerable, are well cared for and looked after.
Considering the good improvements made since its last inspection and, along with its other
strengths including the now rigorous analysis of pupils’ progress and improvement in the
quality of teaching, the school is well placed to continue to improve.
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Glossary
What inspection judgements mean
Grade
Grade 1

Judgement
Outstanding

Grade 2

Good

Grade 3

Satisfactory

Grade 4

Inadequate

Description
These features are highly effective. An outstanding school
provides exceptionally well for all its pupils' needs.
These are very positive features of a school. A school that is
good is serving its pupils well.
These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory school
is providing adequately for its pupils.
These features are not of an acceptable standard. An
inadequate school needs to make significant improvement in
order to meet the needs of its pupils. Ofsted inspectors will
make further visits until it improves.

Overall effectiveness of schools
Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools)
Type of school
Nursery schools
Primary schools
Secondary schools
Special schools
Pupil referral units
All schools

Outstanding
46
8
14
28
15
11

Good
46
47
38
48
50
46

Satisfactory
8
40
40
20
29
38

Inadequate
0
5
8
4
5
6

New school inspection arrangements have been introduced from 1 January 2012. This means that inspectors
make judgements that were not made previously.
The data in the table above are for the period 1 September 2010 to 31 August 2011 and represent judgements
that were made under the school inspection arrangements that were introduced on 1 September 2009. T hese
data are consistent with the latest published official statistics about maintained school inspection outcomes
(see www.ofsted.gov.uk).
The sample of schools inspected during 2010/11 was not representative of all schools nationally, as weaker
schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.
Primary schools include primar y academy converters. Secondary schools include secondary academy
converters, sponsor-led academies and city technology colleges. Special schools include special academy
converters and non-maintained special schools.
Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100.
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Common terminology used by inspectors
Achievement:

the progress and success of a pupil in their learning and
development taking account of their attainment.

Attainment:

the standard of the pupils' work shown by test and
examination results and in lessons.

Behaviour

how well pupils behave in lessons, with emphasis on their
attitude to learning. Pupils' punctuality to lessons and their
conduct around the school.

Capacity to improve:

the proven ability of the school to continue improving based
on its self-evaluation and what the school has accomplished
so far and on the quality of its systems to maintain
improvement.

Leadership and
management:

the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities, not just
the governors and headteacher, to identifying priorities,
directing and motivating staff and running the school.

Learning:

how well pupils acquire knowledge, develop their
understanding, learn and practise skills and are developing
their competence as learners.

Overall effectiveness:

inspectors form a judgement on a school's overall
effectiveness based on the findings from their inspection of
the school.

Progress:

the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons and over
longer periods of time. It is often measured by comparing
the pupils' attainment at the end of a key stage with their
attainment when they started.

Safety

how safe pupils are in school, including in lessons; and their
understanding of risks. Pupils' freedom from bullying and
harassment. How well the school promotes safety, for
example e-learning.
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and carers
to share with their children. It describes Ofsted's main
findings from the inspection of their school.

2 February 2012
Dear Pupils
Inspection of St James' Church of England Primary School, Clitheroe,
BB7 1ED

Thank you so much for helping the inspectors during our visit. We really enjoyed
chatting to you in lessons, in the pupil interviews and when we listened to some of
you read. You told us how proud you are of your school. We read the many
comments made by your parents and carers. The vast majority were very
complimentary about the school. Please thank them for taking the time to write to
us.
You go to a good school. You are taught well and receive excellent care and support
in all classes and from all staff. You make good progress in lessons and your
behaviour, in lessons and around the school, is outstanding. The quality of your
singing and exemplary behaviour in assembly were impressive, as is the care and
attention you give to each other and especially to disabled classmates. We were very
impressed with your responsible attitudes and the way you consider each other's
feelings so well. We were particularly impressed with the confident way the older
pupils plan and lead clubs for young ones at lunchtime.
You enjoy the many interesting activities arranged for you thoroughly, especially in
the before- and after-school clubs. Your headteacher and all the school's leaders are
determined to improve your school so that you all do as well as you possibly can. To
do this, we have asked them to make sure that tasks in lessons always match and
challenge your abilities. We have also asked that middle leaders are involved in
reviewing the quality of the teaching you receive.
We hope you will play your part by continuing to work hard and to do your best to
make your school even better.
Yours sincerely
Clare Henderson
Lead inspector
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspect ions', which is available
from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy
of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquir ies@ofsted.gov.uk.

