
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Eden Garden Nursery 
Inspection report for early years provision 
 
 
Unique reference number  EY345639 

Inspect ion date 11/01/2012 

Inspector Victoria Hopper  

  

Setting address Eden Garden Nursery, Ouston Lane, Ouston, CHESTER LE 

STREET, County Durham, DH2 1QX  

Telephone number  0191 4111488 

Email care@edengardennursery.com 

Type of setting Childcare - Non-Domestic 

 

 



Inspection Report: Eden Garden Nursery, 11/01/2012  

 

 

2 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects 

to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for 

learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the 

Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and 

training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and 

inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.  

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as 

you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.  

 

 

 

 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 

 

© Crown copyright 2012  

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/


Inspection Report: Eden Garden Nursery, 11/01/2012  

 

 

3 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

Eden Garden Nursery was registered in 2007 and is privately owned and managed. 
It operates from a purpose built building within the grounds of Saint Benet's 
Roman Catholic Primary School in Ouston, Chester-Le-Street, County Durham. 

Children are accommodated in four rooms according to their age and 
developmental stage. All facilities are on one level and easily accessible. Children 
have access to a secure enclosed outdoor play area. A maximum of 85 children 
under eight years may attend the setting at any one time and of these, not more 

than 21 may be under two years. The setting currently takes children from three 
weeks to five years of age. The setting is open Monday to Friday from 7.30am to 
6pm for 51 weeks of the year. The setting serves the local and surrounding areas 

and children attend for a variety of sessions.  
There are currently 90 children on roll who are all within the early years age group. 
Of these, 21 are in recieipt of funding for early education. The setting is registered 

by Ofsted on the Early Years Register and the compulsory and voluntary parts of 
the Childcare Register. 
 

There are 23 members of staff, including the manager, who work directly with the 
children. Of these, one holds Early Years Professional Status, two hold a Early 
Years Foundation degree, 13 hold a qualification at level 3 in early years and four 

hold a qualification at level two in early years. In addition one is currently working 
towards a qualification at level 2 and two are working towards a qualification at 
level 3 all in early years. The setting recieves support form the local authority. 
 

 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 

Children of all ages enjoy their day and take part in a balanced range of activates 
that effectively supports their learning and development in most areas. A  well-
developed knowledge of each child's needs ensures that staff successfully promote 

children's inclusion and progress. Children are safe, secure and their individual 
welfare needs are met. Overall, staff work closely with parents, carers and other 
early years professionals to share information. Leaders and managers are positive 

in their approach to continuous improvement. Regular self-evaluation by the 
manager and staff ensures that priorities for development are effectively identified 
and acted on. 

 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 extend further the range of equipment and resources that offer physical 

challenges and to ensure plenty of opportunities for physical activity  
 develop further systems to involve parents and carers as part of the ongoing 
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observation and assessment process.   
 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 
Leaders and managers implement effective vetting and recruitment procedures to 
ensure all adults are suitably equipped to work with children. Staff are deployed 

effectively to provide good levels of support and to enhance children's learning and 
development. All of the relevant documentation is in place with clear policies and 
procedures covering all aspects of the setting. Staff have a good awareness of 

safeguarding issues and receive regular training to update their knowledge and 
understanding. Detailed risk assessments are conducted regularly and staff carry 
out visual safety checks at the beginning and end of the session to ensure that the 
environment is suitable.  

 
Leaders and mangers follow a detailed self-evaluation process and gather feedback 
from staff, parents, carers and children to effectively evaluate the quality of the 

provision. Identified weaknesses are addressed and clear action plans to improve 
outcomes for children are in place. The recommendations raised at the last 
inspection have been fully addressed. The setting is committed to the on-going 

professional development of their team who have a good understanding of their 
roles and responsibilities. The resources are good, fit for purpose and overall 
effectively support children in their development.  

A good two-way flow of information between parents and carers focuses on the 
needs of the child as staff exchange details of individual routines and activities. 
Effective record keeping ensures that parents and carers are kept informed about 

their child's well-being and care. However, parents are not consistently involved in 
the ongoing observation and assessment process. Staff have a good understanding 
of the diverse backgrounds of the children and families they serve. The equality 
and diversity policy outlines a commitment to inclusive practice, ensuring all 

children can achieve as well as they can regardless of their background. Good links 
have been established with other early years professionals and the local schools. 
As a result information about the progress of individual children is effectively 

exchanged. The setting also liaises closely with a local authority early years 
consultant. 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 
Children are happy and settled within the environment. A good range of age-

appropriate activities and resources are made freely available to children and upon 
arrival they quickly find an activity of their choice. Children operate independently 
within the free-flow environment confidently negotiating and solving practical 

problems. Children of all ages make good progress because staff carefully plan for 
individual learning and development needs. There is a family atmosphere during 
group time where children and adults enjoy sharing stories and joining in with 

songs. This effectively develops their language and communication skills. Good 
quality interactions from staff support children's development of self-help skills, 
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assisting them in keeping safe. Outdoor provision is enhanced by adults who 
encourage children to explore possibilities. For example, children enjoy building 
with large blocks outside. However, opportunities to offer extended use of 
equipment and resources to provide physical challenges and to ensure plenty of 

opportunities for physical activity are not always utilised. Staff value children's 
explorations of the natural environment as they collect leaves for a collage activity 
whilst out for a walk. Children are given time and space to follow their interests 

and work alone or in groups.  
 
When planning daily activities and experiences the staff carefully consider the 

needs and interests of the children attending. There is a good balance of adult-led 
and child-initiated activity. Detailed analysis of observation and assessment 
ensures that children develop the skills they need to progress in their current and 

future learning. Adults have realistic expectations of children, developing their self-
esteem and promoting relationships. As a result children's behaviour is good and 
they are aware of what is expected of them. They happily take turns and share 

when playing on bikes and wheeled vehicles. Frequent opportunities to count 
mean that children make good progress in this area and can confidently count 
beyond 10. They enjoy using information communication and technology 
equipment such as the computer and operate a wide range of battery operated 

and programmable toys. 
 
Staff and children demonstrate good knowledge of personal hygiene and follow 

clear procedures. Snacks and meals are well planned by the chef to provide 
children with a balanced and nutritious diet. Fresh drinking water is freely available 
at all times. Children's knowledge of the wider world is enhanced through regular 

carefully planned outings and visitors such as a dentist and musician. Young 
children develop essential skills to allow them to actively explore their 
surroundings. As a result they are developing their skills for the future well. 
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 



Inspection Report: Eden Garden Nursery, 11/01/2012  

 

 

8 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


