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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects 

to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for 

learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the 

Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and 

training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and 

inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.  

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as 

you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.  
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Description of the setting 
 

Cheeky Monkeys Colchester was registered in 2011 and is one of two provisions 
under the ownership of The Childcare Personnel Company Ltd. It operates from 
purpose built premises in The Quarters area of Colchester, Essex. The nursery is 

accessible to all children and there is a fully enclosed area available for outdoor 
play. The nursery is open for 51 weeks of the year and children attend for a variety 
of sessions from 7am until 7pm. The nursery is registered on the Early Years 
Register and on both the voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare Register. 

A maximum of 66 children may attend the nursery at any one time. The nursery 
provides funded early education and supports children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities and children who speak English as an additional language. 

The nursery employs five members of staff, who all hold appropriate early years 
qualifications. The nursery receives support from the local authority. 
 

 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is satisfactory.  
 

Staff provide a secure environment that promotes children's welfare and ensures 
that most children's individual needs are met. Children generally enjoy their time at 
the nursery and they make satisfactory progress in their learning and 

development. However, some essential documentation to support the sound 
running of the nursery is not in place and resources in some areas are limited. 
Systems to monitor and evaluate the provision are evolving and staff have 

developed adequate partnerships with parents.  
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To meet the specific requirements of the EYFS, the registered person must: 
 

 devise a clearly defined procedure for the emergency 
evacuation of the premises (Suitable premises, 
environment and equipment)  

16/12/2011 

 devise and implement an effective policy on 
administering medicines, including effective 
management systems to support individual children 

with medical needs (Safeguarding and promoting 
children's welfare).  

16/12/2011 

 

 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 provide resources which are appropriate, well maintained and accessible to 
all children across the six areas of learning, in both the indoor and outdoor 
learning environments.    



Inspection Report: Cheeky Monkeys Colchester, 28/11/2011  

 

 

5 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 

There are adequate systems in place to ensure children are protected from abuse 
and neglect. Most staff are trained and know what action to take in the event of a 
safeguarding issue. They demonstrate sound knowledge and understanding of 

safeguarding procedures following the guidance outlined in the nursery's 
safeguarding policy. Recruitment and induction processes ensure that staff are 
suitable to work with children. Basic risk assessments are conducted each day to 

ensure all areas of the indoor and outdoor environment are kept safe and secure. 
In the event of a fire, staff know what action to take, but there is not a written 
procedure in place for the evacuation of the premises. All staff hold current first aid 
qualifications, however, there is no clear policy in place for administering 

medicines. Therefore, the welfare of all children is satisfactory. 
 
Children and their parents are made to feel welcome. They are supported to settle 

well when they first join the nursery. Parents are encouraged to stay with their 
children during their initial sessions, providing an opportunity for staff and parents 
to discuss children's individual needs. Staff are developing sound relationships with 

parents, providing written feedback at the end of the session. A key person system 
is in place and parents are kept informed of their child's progress and 
achievements and have an opportunity to contribute to their child's learning 

journeys. 
 
The manager is motivated to seek further improvement, in order to secure positive 

outcomes for children. Links are developing with other providers, in order to 
further support children. Satisfactory systems are in place to support children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff adequately promote equality 
and diversity through planned activities and experiences throughout the year. The 

staff are supported by a Manager who is motivated to seek further improvement in 
order to secure positive outcomes for all children. Links are developing with other 
agencies in order to further support children. Systems are being developed to 

support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.  
 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 
Most children are developing a sense of how to stay safe within the nursery. Some 

children use their initiative and take responsibility for their own safety, whilst 
others require more regular prompting to walk as opposed to run in the pre-school 
room. Children access a range of activities and this enables them to make 

satisfactory progress across the six areas of learning and development. Most 
children are broadly content, settled and willingly take part in activities. Children 
play together and are supported to share resources. For example, they are 

encouraged to take turns with a bottle of bubbles outside.  
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Children are developing steady skills in communication, language and literacy. The 
book area is accessed by some children and they enjoy choosing books and 
looking at them with staff. However, there are less resources for children to 
engage in mark making activities and little opportunity to develop skills for the 

future, as the provision available indoors for role play is minimal. Children have the 
opportunity to develop their counting and sorting skills. For example, children 
count out the plates at snack time. 

 
Children make some choices about the activities they engage in and generally 
enjoy exploring their environment. However, children have fewer opportunities to 

develop their independence skills and extend their play and some activities lack 
challenge to sufficiently support children's learning and development. For example, 
there are missed opportunities for children to develop their independence at snack 

time. 
 
Children are beginning to understand the need for good hygiene routines. They are 

encouraged to be responsible for their own health and hygiene with regard to 
hand washing before snacks and meals. Younger children are offered appropriate 
support and reminded about washing their hands after going to the toilet. Children 
are provided with healthy meals, in line with their dietary needs, that are freshly 

prepared. All areas of the nursery are kept clean and hygienic and staff follow 
appropriate nappy changing procedures to minimise the risk of infection. Children 
access the outdoor area for a planned period of time during the morning. They 

enjoy the opportunity to engage in physical activities. For example, balancing as 
they walk over pieces of wood.  
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

3 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

3 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
3 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

3 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 3 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

3 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

3 

The effectiveness of partnerships 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

3 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 3 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
3 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 3 
The extent to which children feel safe 3 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 3 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 3 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 3 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


