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Introduction

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).

Children only attend this setting before and/or after the school day and/or during
the school holidays. The judgements in this report reflect the quality of early years
provision offered to children during those periods.

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is
included in Annex B.

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the setting

Clarendon Montessori School opened in 1997 and operates from a single story
building in the residential area of Kings Langley, Hertfordshire. A maximum of 26
children may attend the setting at any one time. All children share access to a
large secure enclosed outdoor play area. The setting has a disabled access. There
are 15 children aged from three to five years on the roll all of whom are within
early years. Eight children receive funding for nursery education. Children mostly
come from within the local catchment area. The sessions that children attend vary
and the opening hours of the nursery are 8.30 to 3pm Monday to Friday term time
only. The nursery welcomes children with additional needs including children with
disabilities and those learning English as an additional language. The setting
follows the Montessori curriculum and ethos. There are 4 staff that currently works
within the setting; these include one Montessori trained teacher, one staff with an
Early Years Foundation Degree and two staff with National Vocational Qualification
level 3. The setting receives regular support and visits from the Early Years
Childcare Services.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is outstanding.

Children are eager to attend the nursery and make significant gains in their
learning. Excellent partnerships with parents and carers ensure a high level of
parental involvement with their children's learning. Consistently high staff
expectations and excellent teaching overall by the staff leads to outstanding
progress. The capacity to improve is highly positive owing to rigorous monitoring
and careful target setting.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?

To further improve the high quality early years provision the registered person
should consider:

¢ enhancing the systems for analysing the performance of different groups of
the children.

The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision

Leadership and management are exemplary in most aspects. The highest priority is
given to keeping children safe and promoting their welfare. All required policies are
in place, reviewed and shared with parents. Staff are vigilant about safety issues
and implement a comprehensive programme of risk assessment both for the inside
and outside environment. A daily check list is used very effectively in order to
reduce hazards and keep children safe.
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Staff are aware of the importance of promoting equality of opportunity and
diversity which facilitates the inclusion of all children in learning. However, the
systems for analysing the progress of groups of children are at the early stages of
development. Each child has a key worker who knows the background and needs
of each child; they carefully observe, assess and plan to make sure that their input
is highly effective and children make extremely good progress. Letter sounds are
particularly well taught to the older and more capable children and their
vocabularies are enhanced through regular listening and speaking sessions. The
curriculum is exciting and flexible. This means that each child's individual learning
needs are met. Outcomes are clearly attributed to an imaginative use of resources
including the highly effective deployment of staff.

The nursery is highly committed to working in partnership with others and has
established excellent working relationships with a range of outside professionals
such as local schools, colleges and also parents which provides the children with a
broad learning experience.

There are a wealth of opportunities for parents to get involved in finding out about
how children learn. Parents are kept informed regularly on the content of the
curriculum, current topics, through regular newsletters and the detailed parents'
notice board. They have opportunities to have their suggestions incorporated into
the nursery's activities and regularly attend events such as sports days and coffee
mornings.

Self-evaluation is rigorous at the nursery as all staff takes collective responsibility
for analyzing what it does well and identifies what steps it can take to further
improve. Future plans are well documented, evaluated and monitored. Leaders
are highly effective in communicating ambition and drive to secure improvement.
Processes for managing the performance of staff and encouraging them to
improve their qualifications are well established and this contributes to the high
standards.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children

Children enjoy their time at the nursery and are enthusiastic, curious and confident
learners who make excellent progress. They benefit from the staff's detailed
knowledge of their individual needs. Staff set high standards which result in the
majority of children making very good progress towards the early learning goals.
The nursery provides a happy, well-organized and stimulating environment. Staff
actively promote positive behaviour which is reflected in confident, happy children
who value and respect both adults and their peers. As a result, relationships are
strong at all levels which results in a nurturing and supportive ethos. The children
enjoy a variety of exciting activities both indoors and outdoors although leaders
acknowledge that the free-flow of activities from the indoor to the outdoor play
environment could be further developed.

Children greatly enjoy scooping out pumpkin seeds, make suggestions about ways
to light up the pumpkin and subsequently express delight as staff fulfilled their
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wish by placing a lit candle in the pumpkin. Children have fun with sand and paint
activities where they are encouraged to experiment with different materials. The
staff support their language development and they encourage them to ask
questions. The children are encouraged to extend their speaking skills, listen
carefully to stories and actively participate to story sessions. Early phonics teaching
is particularly effective with children fully engaged in sounding out the initial,
middle and final letter sounds of three letter words which prepare them well for
reading simple words and phrases. Skills for the future are well embedded; the
children have regular access to use the computer to support their learning in a
creative manner which helps them to acquire valuable skills for the future. Children
feel extremely safe in the supportive atmosphere of the nursery; they speak to the
staff confidently and enjoy the company of their peers. Arrangements for their
safety are highly effective; the premises are secure with controlled access. All
visitors sign in and the daily risk assessment procedure ensures that the learning
environment is safe. The children demonstrate a good awareness of a healthy
lifestyle and have good personal hygiene routines. They have plenty of
opportunities to make independent choices of resources, make suggestion of songs
at snack time and have successfully raised funds for comic relief.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade 1 s Outstanding: this aspect of the provision & of exceptionally high qualty
Grade 2 i Good: this aspect of the provision & strong

Grade 3 ks Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision & sound

Grade 4 i Inadeguate: this aspect of the provision i not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

How well does the setting meet the needs of the 1
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 1
improvement

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 1
Early Years Foundation Stage

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 1
ambition and driving improvement

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 1
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 2
diversity

The effectiveness of safequarding 1
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 1
steps taken to promote improvement

The effectiveness of partnerships 1
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 1
carers

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage

| The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage | 1

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 1
Stage

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning

The extent to which children feel safe

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which children make a positive contribution

=N ==

The extent to which children develop skills for the future

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk
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Annex B: the Childcare Register

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:
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