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Introduction

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is
included in Annex B.

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the setting

Marldon Pre-School was registered in 1972 and during opening hours has sole use
of various rooms within Marldon Village Hall in Marldon, near Paignton. There is a
small enclosed play space outside attached to the hall and the group make use of
a local playground. The pre-school is registered on the Early Years Register and
the compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register to care for 28
children under eight years. There are currently 18 children on roll all in the early
years age range.

The pre-school is open Monday and Tuesday from 9.15am until to 3.15pm and
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 9.15am until 1.15pm. Sessions are offered
in the summer holidays when there is a demand. The pre-school are in receipt of
funding for the provision of free education for three- and four-year-olds. There are
six members of staff, all either hold a relevant qualification in early years or are
working towards one. The pre-school has support from the local authority.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is good.

The pre-school meets children's individual needs extremely effectively and staff
are proactive in maintaining continuous improvement. Children make excellent
progress in their learning and development and overall, outcomes for children are
outstanding. Children's safety is given the highest priority and most children follow
good hygiene practices. Self-evaluation is beginning to develop to help ensure that
plans for the future are well targeted to bring about further improvement to the
provision and outcomes for children.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should:

o develop further children's understanding of healthy practices, with regard to
personal hygiene routines especially when they have a cold

o develop further systems for self-evaluation to identify strengths and priorities
for development and how they will improve outcomes for children.

The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision

Children's welfare is safeguarded by staff who implement highly effective systems
to assure their safety and well-being. Daily checklists, fire practices and risk
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assessments help ensure that excellent standards of safety are maintained. In
addition, staff have an extremely secure knowledge and understanding of their
child protection responsibilities, and the procedures to follow in the event of any
concerns regarding children. The well established team of staff work efficiently to
provide children with a warm and welcoming environment with lots of close
support. They communicate well to ensure all children are included, and interact
with enthusiasm to create exciting sessions with an emphasis on child-led play.
The positive atmosphere helps children behave well and they are learning about
the needs and feelings of others whom they show care and concern for.

Staff are beginning to develop systems for monitoring and evaluating the quality of
provision, including the beginnings of an Ofsted self-evaluation record. However,
this is not sufficiently established yet, to identify and promote improvements within
all areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage. Otherwise, staff meetings, links with
the local authority and links with the school reception class also promote on-going
improvements to the provision.

Equality and diversity is promoted exceptionally well in the pre-school. Staff are
highly effective in ensuring that all children are well integrated and the
development of all children in relation to their starting points is excellent. They also
learn about diversity in their environment as well as the wider world. Children take
part in interesting activities based on festivals such as Diwali, or listen to a
Portuguese folk story called Stone Soup. Staff work hard to close identified gaps in
children's achievements through working in partnership with other settings children
attend. Staff know children's backgrounds and home situations extremely well in
order to meet their individual needs. Staff observe children regularly and identify
their next steps, which are shared with parents. The communication between staff
and parents is excellent with daily interaction and sharing of learning journals
which contain detailed information about activities, photographs and achievements
at the setting. These encourage parents to share what they know about their child
and contribute to their progress record. There, is also an informative notice board
and parents have easy access to policies. The premises are extremely well
organised and well laid out to enable children to be independent learners and
make choices in their play. They use the outside area regularly and the children
have access to activities outside which promote all six areas of learning. The room
is very welcoming with displays of children's work, informative posters and displays
the children can touch and explore, such as pictures of Diwali and photographs of
themselves with their families on holiday. Staff deploy themselves very effectively
both inside and outside, supporting children's play in an exceptional way.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children

Children are incredibly happy, fully engaged in activities and are seen laughing
and smiling as they have an enjoyable time. They are making significant progress
in their learning and development due to the experiences they have at the pre-
school and from the support and interaction they receive from the staff. Children
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enjoy the structure of a daily routine but with lots of opportunities for free play
and making choices. Children move around the room exploring different activities
as they wish, greatly benefitting from the staff support. Children are encouraged to
problem solve and be active learners, for example, a child playing with large
building blocks is asked by another child, 'what are you building?' The child replies
'a church'. The two children then build together and experiment with balancing
bricks to make the tower and discuss where the bells should go. They can be
heard comparing it to a see-saw, as they balance one brick on another. Children
develop a love of books as they are well presented and easily accessible for them
to self-select and take to staff who spontaneously read stories to them. Children
who are playing around them become interested and come to join in with the
story. Children are also seen quietly relaxing in the book corner looking through
books for themselves. Staff actively seek ways to provide a stimulating
environment. For example, they have identified that by extending activities and
resources outdoors children will have further opportunities to progress their
learning.

Children are skilled at mark making and write the letters of their name as they
have many opportunities to write for different purposes, such as when role playing
at being a vet. Children are well equipped with fundamental skills for their
learning. Children show a strong sense of belonging in the setting. They are
confident, settle well and develop excellent relationships at every level with adults
and their peers. Children seek help as required but are happy to work together, for
example, in their role play, turn-taking and sharing resources to examine the sick
animals. This shows excellent negotiation and co-operation skills. All children are
valued, which shows in their exceptionally high levels of self-esteem, their
perseverance at activities and communication to achieve their goal and make
themselves understood. Their behaviour is exemplary and they follow instructions
extremely well. For example, children excitedly line up to wash their hands for
lunch time when staff call them.

Children are extremely polite saying 'excuse me' before speaking to visitors.
Children are very proud to be the helper of the day and take their tasks very
seriously. They help a member of staff to complete the safety checks on the
building and relay messages between staff when required. Children independently
wash their hands using liquid soap and paper towels to prevent the risk of cross
infection before eating and are beginning to learn about germs. Not all children
remember to use a tissue or wash their hands when they sneeze. Children are
secure and learn how to keep themselves safe through discussion from adults.
They know what is expected from them and follow rules well. Children participate
in regular evacuation drills, which help to keep them safe in the event of a fire.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade 1 & Outstanding: this aspect of the provision & of exceptionally high qualty
Grade 2 i Good: this aspect of the provision & strong

Grade 3 s Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision & sound

Grade 4 i Inadeguate: this aspect of the provision i not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

How well does the setting meet the needs of the 2
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 2
improvement

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 2
Early Years Foundation Stage

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 2
ambition and driving improvement

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 2
diversity

The effectiveness of safequarding 1
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 2
steps taken to promote improvement

The effectiveness of partnerships 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 1
carers

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage

| The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage | 2

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 1
Stage

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning

The extent to which children feel safe

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which children make a positive contribution

=N ==

The extent to which children develop skills for the future

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk
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Annex B: the Childcare Register

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:
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