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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the childminding 
 

The childminder registered in 2010 and started childminding in late September. 
She lives with her family in Smethwick in the West Midlands. The whole of the 
ground floor of the childminder's house is used for childminding and there is a fully 

enclosed garden available for outside play.   The childminder is registered to care 
for a maximum of six children at any one time, of whom three may be in the early 
years age group when working alone and six children may be in the early years 
age group when working with an assistant. The childminder is currently caring for 

one child in the early years age group. The childminder is also registered on the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register. Children can be taken to and collected 
from local pre-school groups and nurseries. The family has no pets.  The 

childminder is able to support children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 

Overall the quality of the provision is satisfactory.  
 
Children are settled and feel safe and supported by the childminder. They are 

provided with a suitable range of play activities. The childminder has an 
appropriate understanding of the Early Years Foundation Stage and encourages 
parents to be fully involved in all aspects of their child's care and learning. Written 

policies and procedures underpin the childminder's practice, however, risk 
assessments need to make specific reference, particularly the fireplace. There are 
suitable partnerships with parents and the nursery class children attend. The 

childminder has the capacity for continuous improvement. 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To meet the specific requirements of the EYFS, the registered person must: 
 

 ensure the risk assessment covers anything a child 
may come into contact with, with specific reference to 
the fireplace (Suitable premises, environment and 

equipment) (also applies to the compulsory and 
voluntary parts of the Childcare Register).  

06/12/2010 

 

 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 provide more resources to help children become aware of, explore and 

question differences in gender, ethnicity, language, religion, culture, special 
educational needs and disability issues  

 ensure regular evacuation drills are carried out and details recorded of any 
problems encountered and how they were resolved.   
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The effectiveness of leadership and management of 
the early years provision 
 
The childminder is appropriately informed about procedures to keep children safe 

including the requirements of the Local Safeguarding Children Board. Written 
policies, procedures and documentation for the effective and safe running of the 
setting are well organised and mostly effectively implemented. Parents are given 

all policies and procedures, and sign to say they accept and understand them. The 
indoor and outdoor environments are subjected to risk assessments to ensure any 
potential hazards to children are minimised, however the fireplace is not protected 

which puts children at possible risk. Emergency evacuations also need to be 
carried out regularly, showing details of any problems and outcomes. A regular 
checking and cleaning schedule ensures children are kept mostly safe and the risk 
of cross-infection is minimised.  The childminder has considered the future of her 

setting and has identified areas for improvement. These include undertaking 
further training on the Early Years Foundation Stage to improve outcomes for 
children and promote their learning, to complete safeguarding training, and equal 

opportunities training specifically about racism. The childminder is committed to 
continuous improvement. She is proactive in obtaining the opinions of both parents 
and children and reflects on her practice to ensure appropriate care and learning 

opportunities are provided. Parents have access to daily discussions and the 
childminder is currently developing her systems to record starting points, 
observations, assessments and individual children's learning journeys. This ensures 

an accurate picture of each child's development and progress are easy to check on. 
Parents are welcome at any time to discuss children's progress or changing needs. 
They are encouraged to be involved in all aspects of their child's care and learning. 

The childminder has appropriate relationships with the nursery some children 
attend and has clear agreements with the nursery and parents regarding the 
exchange of information.   The childminder promotes the uniqueness and 
individuality of each child. She provides age-appropriate activities and resources to 

ensure all children can participate in all play opportunities regardless of gender, 
background, ability or disability. The childminder promotes all areas of equal 
opportunities and inclusion but provides few resources to support children's 

independent learning. The childminder encourages children to be proactive in their 
own learning and she encourages exploration and supports children to extend 
activities. All children and families are valued and respected.  

 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 

Children have access to a range of enjoyable and interesting activities. They are 
settled in the childminder's care and are given a good level of support that 
encourages their participation and enjoyment of all activities. Basic planning 

ensures children are provided with a range of learning experiences which usually 
keep them involved and eager to learn. Verbal information is obtained about 
children's starting points and developing observations and assessments ensure all 

aspects of individual needs are met appropriately.  Children are usually confident 
when exploring the environment both indoors and out. They are encouraged to 
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play an active role in their own learning, make choices, decisions and extend 
activities, with the childminder providing support as appropriate. The range of 
activities provided to help children to understand the wider world are currently 
limited. They do discuss other cultures and some festivals, however, resources to 

support their learning regarding the wider aspects of equality and diversity restrict 
their overall learning. Children freely express their feelings, ask for attention and 
are learning to share both resources and the childminder's time. Children are 

beginning to understand why they need to take turns. The childminder promotes 
communication skills and this enables children to develop skills for their future. 
Children make progress in their communication, language, problem-solving and 

number skills as they enjoy a range of experiences. For example, they learn how to 
follow a recipe when cooking, add and subtract numbers when using a magnetic 
board, count the steps up to the slide and the labelling on the storage boxes 

enables children to relate the written word to specific items. The childminder 
ensures children's favourite activities are included on her planning. For example, 
there is a good range of musical activities including dancing. Children have access 

to a suitable range of painting, writing and drawing activities. Planning is linked 
loosely to the six areas of learning which ensures children have the opportunity to 
experience activities appropriate to their ability.   Children have a clear sense of 
belonging in the security of the childminder's home. They show they feel safe and 

are confident as they access resources independently. There is clear affection 
between the children and childminder. Children show their understanding of 
keeping themselves safe through their appropriate behaviour and listening, and 

responding to the childminder's requests.  Children are provided with opportunities 
to understand about a healthy lifestyle. They are encouraged to try different fruits 
and vegetables and are given explanations about how exercise affects their body 

and helps them grow. They have several posters to refer to regarding healthy 
eating and the parts of their body. Children have access to a range of outdoor play 
resources both at home and in the park. Children's general good health is 

promoted as the childminder supports children's understanding of why they wash 
their hands and blow their noses, and she ensures her home is clean and provides 
individual towels to prevent any cross-infection. 
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

3 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

3 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
3 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

3 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 3 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

3 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

3 

The effectiveness of partnerships 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

3 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 3 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
3 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 3 
The extent to which children feel safe 3 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 3 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 3 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 3 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Not Met (with 
actions) 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Not Met (with 
actions) 

 
The registered provider does not meet the requirements of the compulsory and or 

voluntary part/s of the Childcare Register.  
 
To comply with the requirements of the compulsory part of the Childcare Register, 

the registered person must take the following action/s by the specified date: 
 

 take action as specified in the early years section of 

the report (Suitability and safety of premises and 
equipment). 

06/12/2010 

 

To comply with the requirements of the voluntary part of the Childcare Register, the 
registered person must take the following action/s by the specified date:  
 

 take action as specified in the early years section of 
the report (Suitability and safety of premises and 
equipment). 

06/12/2010 

 


