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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the childminding 
 

   
The childminder was registered in 1996. She lives with her husband and two 
children aged 14 and 18 years in Portishead, North Somerset. The whole of the 

ground floor and two of the bedrooms and the bathroom on the first floor are used 
for childminding. There is a fully enclosed garden for outside play. The family have 
a number of pets; a dog, which is kept separated from children, a rabbit, tortoises 
and fish.   

   
When working on her own the childminder is registered to care for a maximum of 
six children under eight years at any one time, of whom no more than three may 

be in the early years age range. When working with an assistant she is registered 
to care for a maximum of nine children under eight years at any one time, of 
whom no more than six may be in the early years age range. The childminder is 

registered by Ofsted on the Early Years Register and the compulsory and voluntary 
parts of the Childcare Register. The childminder is currently caring for four children 
within the Early Years Register, four children within the compulsory part of the 

Childcare Register and two children within the voluntary part of the Childcare 
Register. All children attend on a part time basis. The childminder makes use of 
local facilities including toddler groups, library and parks and takes children to and 

collects from local schools and pre-schools. She is a member of the Portishead 
accredited childminding network, and the Avon and Somerset Constabulary 
network.   
 

 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is outstanding. 
 

Children flourish due to the childminder's thorough understanding of each child's 
individual needs, which enables her to promote their welfare and development 
exceedingly well. Children make excellent progress in their learning and 

development in relation to their starting points. Excellent partnerships with parents 
and highly effective links with other early years providers contribute significantly to 
ensuring continuity in children's care, learning and development. The childminder 

works collaboratively with others to continually evaluate the quality of the 
provision. The childminder is always striving to improve and, as a result, ensures 
the best possible outcomes for children. 

 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the high quality early years provision the registered person 
should consider: 

 
 enhancing further the range of experiences to reflect fully the diverse 
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cultural backgrounds of all the children that attend.  
 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 
Rigorous checks ensure that all adults working with children are suitable to do so. 
Children thrive in the care of the dedicated childminder who is committed to 

developing her skills. This is achieved through the sharing of good practice, 
ongoing training and research to ensure she has up to date information. Frequent 
reviewing and ongoing training focused on safeguarding issues and child protection 

ensure she is exceedingly well able to protect children from harm. She is fully 
aware of what she should do should she have a concern about a child. Thorough 
and regularly reviewed risk assessments, alongside comprehensive daily checks, 
ensure children are not at risk from hazards or themselves. For example, she 

downloads risk assessments and guidance notes for planning a visit from local 
attractions. All required records and documentation are well maintained and 
shared with parents. The learning environment is thoughtfully laid out and well 

resourced with exceedingly high quality toys and equipment that reflect children's 
interests. Highly effective use of resources contributes significantly to children's 
excellent progress in their learning and development and creates an inclusive 

environment for all. The uniqueness of most children and their families is reflected 
through a wide range of interesting ongoing activities and resources. This supports 
children to recognise most of their own and others diverse qualities through 

meaningful experiences. For example, children follow the experiences of a friend to 
their family home in Thailand through up to date photographs, maps and matching 
animals seen on her travels.   

   
The childminder has a strong commitment to continuous improvement as she 
strives for excellence. This is achieved through frequent ongoing review and 
evaluation of all aspects of the provision and children's learning. This involves 

parents, children, other early years providers, the local early years network and 
quality improvement planner and Ofsted self-evaluation documents. As a result, 
the childminder ensures that children thrive and are assured of the best possible 

outcomes. Recent improvements include the purchase of high quality storage units 
to enhance independent self-selection of resources. Self-evaluation has identified 
the need to develop ways in which she embraces more fully the diverse cultural 

backgrounds of all children that attend.   
 
Children's experiences are enhanced through highly effective partnerships with 

parents and highly collaborative links with other early years providers that children 
attend. Parents' are exceedingly complimentary of the care given and development 
their children make. Parents' knowledge of their own child is actively sought and 

taken account of during an extensive and nurturing introduction period. Thus 
ensuring children settle well and their interests, welfare needs and developmental 
stage are exceedingly well known. This effectively contributes to the accurate 
initial assessment of children's capabilities. Parents are frequently informed about 

all aspects of their own child's achievements and development through frequent 
discussion and access to written observations and identified next steps in learning. 
Parents are supported and play an active role in their child's ongoing learning and 



Inspection Report:  18/10/2011  

 

 

6 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

development, through a daily diary, termly newsletters and discussion about the 
use of resources. 
 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 

Children make excellent progress in their learning and development in relation to 
their starting points and subsequent achievements. Children's progress is 
frequently observed, assessed and evaluated. Planning for children's next steps in 

learning and development is highly effective and responsive to children's interests. 
The childminder uses her excellent knowledge of the children and the learning 
potential of resources to ensure that priorities in learning are supported well. Clear 
guidance and time to repeat and practise supports young children highly effectively 

to develop and embed language and problem solving skills. For example, children 
follow instructions and start to problem solve as they match and place flat objects 
inside pre-designed envelopes and manoeuvre these to place into a toy post box. 

Their interest when visiting a local butterfly farm is developed through observing 
the life cycle of butterflies in a home kit. They investigate using highly impressive 
resources such as eggs, cocoons, caterpillars and a multitude of different 

butterflies. They examine these using a magnifying glass. They read and listen to 
related stories using props from a story sack and create their own pictures whilst 
observing the life cycle at first hand before releasing the butterflies into the wild. 

Children's curiosity to explore the world around them is enhanced as they observe 
tortoises in a shed in the garden using CCTV equipment. Children develop 
exceptionally good skills for the future. Children from an early age develop an 

awareness of the importance of sustainable materials through the sorting and 
disposal of plastic and re-use of paper. 
   
Children demonstrate high levels of independence and self care as they 

spontaneously follow and understand the reasons for good hygiene routines 
throughout the day. They engage in a wide range of innovative physical activities 
that promote their understanding about the importance of regular exercise as part 

of maintaining a healthy lifestyle such as a 'Jungle Day' in Glenny Woods. High 
quality home prepared meals that include fruit and vegetables they have grown 
themselves promote healthy eating. Children are taught to be safety conscious and 

develop a strong understanding of how to keep themselves safe both within the 
home and when on outings. Innovative use of laminated cards focus on personal 
safety in a variety of situations, such as a trip in a car, promotes children's 

understanding of how to risk assess their own environment. Daily walks and use of 
props loaned from the toy library promote an understanding of road safety. Visits 
by the local community policeman and to the local fire brigade enhance children's 

awareness of people who help us. Children show an extremely strong sense of 
security and belonging and delight in seeing themselves and others in the vast 
number of photographs on display on activity boards. The childminder is highly 
skilled and helps children to manage their own behaviour through sensitive and 

appropriate guidance. Children are extremely well supported when facing 
unfamiliar situations. For example, children read and listen to stories about an 
Ofsted inspection. Children's confidence and self-esteem increases due to the 
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frequent praise, encouragement and consistent, respectful and clear approach by 
the childminder. Children's behaviour is exemplary. 
 



Inspection Report:  18/10/2011  

 

 

8 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

1 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

1 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
1 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

1 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 1 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

1 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 1 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

1 

The effectiveness of partnerships 1 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

1 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 1 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
1 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 1 
The extent to which children feel safe 1 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 1 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 1 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 1 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


