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Purpose and scope of the inspection 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Section 162A of the Education Act 

2002, as amended by schedule 8 of the Education Act 2005, the purpose of which is 
to advise the Secretary of State for Education about the school’s suitability for 
continued registration as an independent school.1, 2 

Information about the school 

Collingham College is an independent co-educational institution which opened in 

1975. The college is based on two sites about half a mile apart, in Kensington, 
London. It is non-selective and provides education for students aged from 14 to 19 
years. The majority of students admitted are based in the London area and live at 

home. At present, the number on roll is 163, of whom 27 are of compulsory school 
age; no student has a statement of special educational needs. International English 
Language Testing Services (IELTS) classes are provided for sixth form students who 

may need to improve their spoken and written English in preparation for access to 
university. The college was last inspected in 2008. 
 

The aim of the college is to enable individual students to `discover their strengths,  
set their own goals and develop potential and confidence’.  
 

Evaluation of the school 

Collingham College provides a good quality of education and meets its aims. 

Students benefit from access to a broad range of courses in Key Stage 4 and in the 
sixth form. The good curriculum and quality of teaching combine to ensure that 
students make good progress and achieve well in their external examinations. 

Arrangements for safeguarding meet regulatory requirements. Students’ behaviour is 
outstanding and they value the fact that they are all known and treated as 
individuals. The college has made good progress since the last inspection and now 
meets all but one of the regulations for independent schools. 

Quality of education  

The college curriculum is good and provides access to a wide range of accreditation 

at GCSE, International GCSE (IGCSE), AS and A levels. Students in Key Stage 4 
follow an appropriate core curriculum, including English, mathematics, science, 
information and communication technology (ICT), a modern foreign language and at 

least one optional subject. In addition, a suitable range of topics is taught through 
the personal, social and health education programme (PSHE) and all students take 

                                        

 
1 www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/contents. 
2 www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2005/18/contents. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2005/18/contents
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part in two hours a week of compulsory sport. The range of academic, aesthetic and 
practical options ensures that all students enjoy appropriate breadth in their 
timetables. The college makes carefully considered individual decisions about 

whether students are able to complete their courses in one or two years. Good 
consideration is also given to the special educational needs experienced by a large 
number of students and provision is made which enables them to progress to GCSE 

and IGCSE accreditation.  

In the sixth form, an impressive range of 33 subjects is available for study to AS and 
A levels. Students enter one- or two-year courses at the appropriate level dependent 

on their prior experience and success to date. The diversity of subjects available 
includes: traditional academic subjects; vocationally related courses such as 
accounting and computing; and aesthetic and creative courses such as art, film 
studies and photography. Appropriate educational visits supplement the courses for a 

number of subjects, including museum trips for history, photography and art, and 
theatre trips. A recent residential trip to Iceland provided a successful bonding 
activity for Key Stage 4 students. Students value the range of options available and 

the way in which individual timetables are constructed to ensure that no pathway or 
combination of subjects is closed. Successful entry to university and progression to 
subject-related careers is the norm for students on leaving the college. Appropriate 

careers advice and support with the Universities and Colleges Admissions Service 

(UCAS) applications is available, although students report that they would like a little 
more structure and consistency in these arrangements.  

The quality of teaching and assessment is good. Teachers make good use of 
seminar-style classes in which teachers’ excellent subject expertise is shared and 
students are provided with good opportunities to discuss and clarify their 

understanding. In a number of lessons the level of intellectual challenge is 
outstanding as is the quality of interaction between students and teachers. Where 
teaching is satisfactory, opportunities for student participation, discussion and 

clarification of their ideas are more restricted, the teacher’s voice dominates and the 
quality of individual learning is not continuously monitored. There are excellent 
examples of extensive use of visual resources and structured visual summaries as 

learning progresses through the lesson. Assessment through tests, homework and 
practice examination questions is of a high standard; teachers have excellent 
knowledge of the requirements of external accreditation and communicate these 
effectively to students. Students report that they receive consistently good feedback 

on their written work; they know the levels at which they are working and what 
needs to be done to improve. Students recognise that they have to take significant 
responsibility for the success of their own learning, and this is appropriate. However, 

they also report that support and advice are always available when sought. 

As a result of the opportunities provided, the individualised organisation of timetables 
and the quality of teaching, students make good progress from their various starting 

points. The overwhelming majority of parents and carers who submitted 
questionnaires endorse this view. Overall GCSE results are a little above the national 
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average, including the percentage of students attaining five or more higher grade 
GCSE passes including English and mathematics, and the proportion of A* and A 
grades achieved. Students who are identified as having special educational needs 

make progress which is at least as good as their peers. All students achieve some 
success in external examinations. Results at A level are at least in line with the 
national average and exceed this standard in the proportions of A* and A grades 

achieved. External verification demonstrates that, overall, students are making 
progress above expectations from their various starting points.  

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils 

The college’s contribution to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of 
students is good. The most significant features contributing to this are the quality of 

relationships between staff and students and the successful role models provided by 
the staff. Students report that the inclusive nature of the college provision and the 
extent to which students are known individually develop their self-confidence and 
sense of security without staff ‘being in your face all the time’. The role of the 

principal is particularly identified by students as contributing to a sense of 
community. Students’ behaviour is outstanding, mutual respect characterises 
relationships, and students demonstrate a mature understanding of their 

responsibilities. They enjoy their studies, attend regularly and develop positive 
attitudes to advanced learning. One student stated ‘It’s a brilliant, fantastic school.’ 
Tolerance and harmony between diverse cultures are demonstrated in classroom 

discussions and are also expressed through the content of a number of subjects. The 
overwhelming majority of parents and carers believe that the college prepares 
students well for the future. The citizenship week provides a unique and successful 

opportunity for students to engage in activities which provide an insight into the 
nature of British society and the diversity within it. Visits and visitors contributing to 
a number of subject areas add a further dimension to the preparation of students for 

life beyond college.  

Welfare, health and safety of pupils  

Arrangements for the welfare, health and safety of students are good. All required 
policies for students’ welfare, including behaviour, anti-bullying and first aid, are 
available to the staff through their handbook and they are implemented effectively. 
Risk assessments for the premises and for fire safety are thorough and any 

deficiencies are attended to promptly. Supervision throughout the premises is 
extensive. Routine checks on fire safety equipment and premises evacuation are 
logged appropriately. Risk assessments are completed diligently for off-site trips and 

visits. Child protection procedures are appropriately documented, training for staff 
and for the designated responsible person is up to date, and the college gives 
appropriate priority to all aspects of safeguarding students. Procedures for the 

appointment of staff pay due regard to national guidance. The college has prepared 
a three-year plan to increase accessibility in line with the requirements of the 
Equality Act 2010. 
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Suitability of staff, supply staff and proprietors  

Checks on the suitability of staff and proprietors are rigorously implemented in line 

with regulatory requirements. Supply staff are not employed at the college. All of the 
required checks are recorded in a suitable single central register.  

Premises and accommodation at the school 

The college accommodation is located in two large terraced houses which have been 
appropriately adapted for use as college premises. The teaching rooms in each 

building are of suitable size for effective learning and a range of specialist subject 
rooms, including science laboratories, have been installed. The premises are well 
maintained and decorated and all the required facilities are provided. There is very 

limited outdoor space for recreation and the regulatory requirement is not met. 
However, students in Key Stage 4, with parental permission, are allowed off site 
during the lunch break. In addition, a games and recreation room has been provided 

for their use. Students in the sixth form attend for their timetabled classes and are 
permitted to leave the site or return home at other times. 

Provision of information 

The college provides up-to-date information for parents and carers through its 
website and parents’ handbook. Parents and carers have access to all the required 
policies and information. Annual reports are sent to all parents and carers, providing 

a comprehensive summary of progress and targets for each subject studied. 

Manner in which complaints are to be handled 

The college procedures for the management of any complaints meet regulatory 
requirements. 

Compliance with regulatory requirements 

The proprietor has ensured that the school meets The Education (Independent 
School Standards) (England) Regulations 2010, schedule 1 (‘the Regulations’), with 

the exception of the one listed below.3  

The school does not meet all requirements in respect of the premises of and 
accommodation at schools (standards in part 5) and must: 

make appropriate arrangements for providing outside space for students to 
play safely (paragraph 23(s)). 

 

                                        

 
3 www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/1997/contents/made.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/1997/contents/made
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What the school could do to improve further 

While not required by regulations, the college might wish to consider the following 

points for development.  

Implement strategies to ensure that all lessons focus on the quality and 
monitoring of students’ learning by: 

 
- varying teaching styles to increase levels of student participation and to 

motivate and engage all students 

- ensuring that all students are enabled to contribute to class discussion. 
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Inspection judgements 
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The quality of education 

Overall quality of education     

How well the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs 
and interests of pupils 

    

How effective teaching and assessment are in meeting the full range 
of pupils’ needs 

    

How well pupils make progress in their learning     

 

Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Quality of provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development 

    

The behaviour of pupils      

 

Welfare, health and safety of pupils 

The overall welfare, health and safety of pupils     
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School details 

School status Independent 

Type of school GCSE and sixth form college 

Date school opened 1975 

Age range of pupils 14–19 years 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number on roll (full-time pupils) Boys: 76 Girls: 60  Total: 136 

Number on roll (part-time pupils) Boys: 16 Girls: 11 Total:   27 

Number of pupils with a statement of 
special educational needs 

Boys: 0 Girls: 0  Total: 0  

Number of pupils who are looked after Boys: 0  Girls: 0 Total: 0 

Annual fees (day pupils) £17,100 

Address of school 

23 Collingham Gardens 

London 

SW5 0HL 

Telephone number 0207 244 7414 

Email address London@collingham.co.uk 

Principal Gerald Hattee 

Proprietor Collingham Ltd (N Browne and RJ Marsden) 
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and  
carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted’s 
main findings from the inspection of their school. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

29 September 2011 
 
Dear Students 
 

Inspection of Collingham College, Kensington SW5 0HL 
 
Thank you for your welcome when I inspected your college. I enjoyed my visit, 

including opportunities to talk with some of you about your experiences at the 
college. The inspection judged that Collingham College provides you with a good 
quality of education and that you make a significant contribution to its success. I was 

particularly pleased to see: 
 
 that your questionnaires show that you recognise that teaching is good and 

that the staff care about you 
 the excellent respect and relationships between staff and students ensuring 

every student is welcome in the college community 

 the outstanding concentration and focus on your work throughout the working 
day 

 the excellent range of subjects available for study and the way attention is 
given to planning your individual timetables 

 the good examination results in GCSE and A-level courses.  
 
To bring about further improvement I have asked the Principal and staff to vary 

teaching and learning styles to ensure everyone is engaged in lessons, and to ensure 
that all students have good opportunities to share their opinions and contribute to 
class discussions. The college must also provide sufficient outdoor space for 

recreation. You can help to continue to improve your school by maintaining your 
commitment and enthusiasm. 
 

With all best wishes for the future. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
David Young 
Lead Inspector 


