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Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the childminding 
 

   
The childminder was registered in 2001. She lives with one child in the town of 
Paignton in Devon. The whole ground floor of the childminder's home is used for 

childminding. A garden area is used for outdoor play activities. The setting is open 
each weekday from 7.00am until 6.00pm all year round. A maximum of six children 
aged from birth to eight years may attend the setting at any one time, of these, 
not more than three may be in the early years age group.   

    
There are currently five children attending who are in the Early Years age group. 
They live locally and some also attend other early years settings. The childminder 

also offers care to children aged over five years to 11 years. The provision is 
registered by Ofsted on the Early Years Register and both the compulsory and 
voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. The childminder is a member of the 

Devon Childminding Association.   
 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 

Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 
The childminder meets children's individual needs well. She provides a varied 

range of activities that they enjoy and that helps them make good progress in their 
overall development. The childminder works well with parents to meet children's 
needs, however partnerships with other providers are not yet fully established. The 

childminder is committed to providing good quality care. She has addressed the 
recommendation set at the last inspection and demonstrates a good capacity to 
improve. 
 

 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 develop further observation and assessment systems in order to match the 
observations of children to the expectations of the learning goals and to 
identify learning priorities for each child  

 develop further methods of working in partnership with other settings to 
support children's development and progress.   

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 
the early years provision 
 
The childminder demonstrates a sound awareness of safeguarding and has policies 

and procedures in place to support her practice. She provides children with high 
levels of supervision and follows established procedures to ensure children remain 
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safe and secure at all times. For instance in settling babies in safety seats while 
she accompanies older children upstairs to use the bathroom. She carries out risk 
assessments and daily checks to ensure all safety equipment is in place. She 
monitors children's health and safety and accidents are recorded and shared with 

parents. She regularly checks her fire detection equipment and talks to children 
about fire safety using everyday situations to reinforce the message. For instance 
when fire engines are called to a neighbouring property she reassures children 

about their role in helping people and keeping them safe.    
    
Children are cared for in a well organized home environment. Most care takes 

place on the ground floor where children can use the garden under supervision. 
The childminder provides children with a varied range of age appropriate resources 
which are accessible in the lounge and dining room. Children make their needs 

known for instance in requesting the dressing up clothes or responding well to the 
childminder's suggestions for play. The childminder links closely with another local 
childminder providing children with the opportunity to mix and play with others. 

Very good use is made of local attractions and facilities such as the local country 
park, beaches and play parks. The childminder promotes equality and diversity 
well. She ensures all children are fully included and have easy access to relevant 
resources and support to help them make good progress.    

 
The childminder clearly enjoys her role working closely with children. She ensures 
her knowledge and skills are up to date through regular support visits from the 

local authority and discussions with other childminder's. She works closely with 
parents to share relevant information on a daily basis. They have access to policies 
and procedures and relevant paperwork is in place. Recent letters from parents 

confirm their satisfaction with the care their children receive. The childminder 
ensures parents are informed of any developmental concerns and these are jointly 
monitored. Children have only recently started attending other settings that deliver 

the Early Years Foundation Stage and the childminder has yet to establish effective 
links to support continuity of care and learning. 
 

 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 

Children are very happy and settled with the childminder. They have established a 
warm and affectionate bond and children respond very well to the positive and 
caring ethos in the home. They are happy and engaged enjoying playing with a 

varied range of resources each day. They confidently make their needs known, 
demonstrating a strong sense of security and belonging. For instance they ask for 
the dressing up clothes and eagerly put on dresses and hats to support their play. 

Children demonstrate good physical skills as they get themselves dressed with 
minimal support from the childminder. Babies are happy and settled. They enjoy 
selecting and handling different resources for instance shape sorters and books. 
Babies demonstrate good mobility as they crawl around the lounge and use the 

furniture to pull themselves up. The childminder gently and sensitively supports 
them giving them praise and encouragement as they move about.   
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Daily routines are flexible and based around children's individual needs and 
interests. Children enjoy playing with their friends and they sit together at the 
table playing with small world resources and chatting about their game. Older 
children are confident communicators. They eagerly and confidently talk about 

different situations for example describing themselves and others as they look at 
photographs of past events or comment on drawings they have done. The 
childminder encourages children's language development as she talks to them, 

asking questions that extend their learning. She encourages younger children to 
join in rewarding them when they answer questions and contribute to discussions. 
Good use is made of books for regular story times and children join in with the 

story pointing at pictures and talking about the characters, helping to develop 
language and communication skills.    
    

Babies and children are content and settled because their physical and dietary 
needs are well met. The childminder works closely with parents in following their 
wishes for sleeps and feeds and packed lunches are given in accordance with 

parents wishes. Children are encouraged to eat well and drink regularly during the 
day. Good use is made of the garden and adjoining playing field for fresh air and 
exercise. The childminder uses the garden well to promote other areas of learning. 
For instance children learn about growth and change as they plant and grow 

sunflowers and tomatoes. They learn about shape and size as they monitor the 
height of the sunflowers and see who has the tallest. Children demonstrate a good 
awareness of safety and readily help pack away small items so that babies cannot 

access them.    
The childminder has a good awareness of children's individual needs. She has 
started to carry out observations of them which she is beginning to use to set next 

steps. She takes regular photographs of children at play to support her 
observations. She is keen to develop her observation and assessment systems and 
involve parents in more regular discussions around progress and development. 

Children clearly enjoy their time with the childminder. They are enthusiastic 
learners playing and working alongside their peers and learning the need to co-
operate with others. Babies are developing their early fundamental skills and 

actively explore their surroundings. These skills equip them well for future learning.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


