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Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

  
St Aidans Nursery School opened in 1965. It operates from The Christopher Centre 
Community Hall in Gravesend, Kent. The nursery is registered on the Early Years 

Register and the compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. A 
maximum of 45 children from two years to under eight years may attend the 
nursery at any one time. The nursery is open each weekday from 9am to 12 noon 
for 38 weeks of the year. All children share access to a secure enclosed outdoor 

play area. There are currently 52 children aged from two years to under five years 
on roll and all receive free early education. Children come from a local catchment 
area. The nursery currently supports a number of children with special educational 

needs and/or disabilities and also supports a small number of children who speak 
English as an additional language. The nursery employs eight members of staff. All 
staff hold appropriate early years qualifications.  

 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. 

 
Staff recognise the unique needs of each child and support their welfare and 
learning effectively overall. Children learn, play and enjoy being with one another 

within a mainly safe environment. The highly effective engagement with parents 
and the established links with the feeder primary school and other professional 
agencies, help to ensure that the care and learning needs of the children are 

consistently met. The setting's capacity to maintain ongoing improvement is good. 
The strengths and weaknesses are identified and realistic plans and priorities for 
development in place. Ongoing aims to develop the quality of the provision, helps 
to promote effective outcomes for the children.  

 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 

 
 improve further the evaluations of fire and evacuation practices, ensuring 

that children's safety is fully promoted at all times  

 improve further children's skills for the future through the provision of more 
appropriate resources in information and communication technology.   

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 
the early years provision 
 
Children are safeguarded well through the effective policies, procedures and safety 

practices implemented by staff . Fire drills are regularly and successfully 
implemented to ensure all children have a good understanding of what to do in an 
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emergency. However, the fire practice records do not include evaluations to ensure 
children's safety is fully promoted at all times. Staff have attended child protection 
training and have a good knowledge of how to refer any concerns. A range of 
guidance is accessible to ensure that the children's welfare remains the setting's 

priority. Systems for recruitment and vetting are robust to ensure that all adults 
working with children are suitable. Staff undertake thorough daily risk assessments 
of the premises and equipment that the children may come into contact with to 

ensure that children are safe at all times. 
 
All staff working in the nursery are committed towards the ongoing improvement 

and the recommendations set at the last inspection have been fully addressed. 
Regular staff meetings and a good working relationship between staff helps to 
ensure good quality provision for the children. The premises are accessible and 

welcoming to all regardless of background and ability, and the resources are 
carefully positioned to ensure that all children can access activities. Staff value 
children as unique individuals and have a good understanding of each child's 

welfare and learning needs including those who learn English as an additional 
language and those with a special educational need and/or disability. Children 
develop a good understanding of diversity through celebrating festivals with 
parental input, which helps them learn to respect the lives of others.  

 
The effective self-evaluation process involves the management, staff, parents and 
children. The regular review through monitoring and evaluation identifies the areas 

for improvement and the celebration of strengths within the provision, for 
example, the completion of a secure outdoor play space and the future 
establishment of a garden, canopy and pathway. Parents complete annual 

questionnaires to express their views and children post their opinions on the 
'Thinking and Planning Tree' in the foyer. The management welcome and value 
these contributions towards the ongoing improvement of the setting. 

 
The partnerships that the nursery has established with the feeder primary school 
and other professional agencies are excellent. For example, the police, fire, and 

ambulance services visited the setting to ensure children develop understanding of 
different occupations and safety practices. Effective links also means that staff are 
able and proactively access resources, specialist knowledge and skills to ensure 
that children's additional needs are met. The engagement with parents is 

exemplary. The highly inclusive systems of regular communication and the strong 
levels of engagement produces a highly effective partnership that impacts directly 
on the outcomes for children. For example, parents and carers attended the 

leavers assembly in very large numbers to support, share and celebrate in their 
child's success and achievements.  
 

 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 

Children are making good progress because staff have a good knowledge and 
understanding of how children learn and adapt their approach to suit different 
ages and needs. Children are settled and confident, moving around the indoor and 
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outdoor areas choosing from the pre-selected resources. Staff have a clear respect 
for the children and they make learning and development their main focus. 
Children enjoy participating in all activities, particularly when they lead the play; 
such as small world imagination, role play and fantasy games. Children are 

inquisitive learners, actively participating, commenting and asking additional 
questions during group activities. For example, a group of three and four-year-olds 
located a grasshopper in the outdoor area. The older children eagerly related their 

understanding of the insect, using their communication skills to gesture, use 
expressions and vocally describe using some complex language. Staff ensure 
children learn to take turns, question other children's comments and critically think 

about what they see. 
 
Children enjoy sharing books and listening to stories. Younger children show great 

interest in books and will often imitate reading behaviour in preparation for their 
own development in future reading and listening skills. Older children can write 
their names independently and younger children have many opportunities for mark 

making using a range of materials and equipment. Children progress well in 
problem solving, reasoning and numeracy. For example, through planned activities 
in number development, older children can successfully relate addition to 
combining two groups and use mathematical language to compare quantities. 

Children have daily use of technology using electronic devices; such as, toy 
laptops, telephones, keyboards and tills. However, the setting do not provide 
regular use of computers. The setting provides the children with many 

opportunities to develop their creative skills. For example, children were provided 
in a 'leavers assembly', opportunities to demonstrate and express their successes 
and achievements through music, movement, design and making.  

 
The staff plan for individual children's learning needs through a flexible planning 
system which links closely to the children's profiles, showing observations of 

achievement, references to the areas of learning and the stages of development. 
Information regarding children's achievements and needs is used effectively to 
support each child's learning and development. Written plans are linked to the six 

areas of learning, reflect the learning intentions and make clear what the children 
are expected to learn from the activities. The setting also promotes children's 
individual learning patterns, interests and activities.  
 

Children help themselves to fresh drinking water which is always readily available. 
They are provided with nutritious snacks, which older children prepare for their 
peers. Children play in a clean environment where they follow good hygiene 

practices. They develop good personal hygiene routines and self-care skills when 
using the toilet and before eating. Staff act as excellent role models by valuing and 
treating them with respect. Children behave very well because staff are consistent 

in their approach towards behaviour management. Children show each other 
respect, cooperate, listen and follow instructions.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 1 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

1 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


