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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

Smiles out of school club is one of two settings run by the provider. It opened in 
2010 and operates from Gilmorton Chandler Church of England Primary School, 
Leicestershire. The group uses the ground and first floor of the premises and there 

is an adjacent outdoor play area.  
 
A maximum of 26 children from four to eight years, may attend the out of school 
club at any one time. The setting is registered on the Early Years Register and the 

compulsory and voluntary part of the Childcare Register. It is open each weekday 
from 7.30am until 9am and from 3.30pm until 6pm during term time. The club also 
offers play schemes during school holidays from 7:30am until 6pm. Children come 

from the local community and nearby towns and villages. The setting employs 
three staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications. 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 

Overall the quality of the provision is satisfactory.  
 
Children are suitably safeguarded and child-to-staff ratios meet requirements. 

Appropriate attention is given to helping children develop their self-esteem and 
gain skills for the future. Children are happy and settled and are cared for by 
friendly, considerate staff. Children use various rooms within the school for their 

activities. Some planning is in place and systems for observations and assessments 
are developing. The environment is inclusive and partnerships have been formed 
with parents and teaching staff within the school. Risk assessments are in place 

and staff are vigilant to safety at all times. Systems for self-evaluation are in place. 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 develop further the systems in place for planning an appropriate range of 
activities covering all six areas of learning  

 develop routines for the evaluation of observations completed and use the 

information gained to plan for children's future learning needs  
 develop routines to minimise disruption to children with regard to the 

environment, therefore enabling them to complete their activities.   

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 
The management and staff create an environment in which children are suitably 
protected from abuse and neglect, and staff have a clear responsibility relating to 
safeguarding requirements and regulations. Thorough recruitment procedures 

ensure that all staff are suitably checked in order to care for children and all 
relevant certificates are held. Appropriate procedures are in place to ensure 
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children are not left unattended with unvetted adults. The manager has compiled 
detailed risk assessments and staff make daily assessments to ensure that 
potential hazards to children's safety are minimised. Children are involved in 
emergency fire evacuation practises to ensure they are fully aware of the 

procedure they should follow in case of an emergency.  
 
Children are suitably cared for at times of minor accidents as staff hold valid first 

aid certificates. Health records are maintained and countersigned by parents and 
staff seek consent from parents prior to any medicines being administered. 
Children enjoy the flexibility of a large play area indoors, which leads directly into 

the outdoor play area. Space is well organised and effective deployment of staff 
helps to ensure that children are fully supervised. A free-flow system between the 
garden and the indoors is in place. 

 
Staff understand the importance of working alongside parents, carers and other 
agencies to support the children's needs to ensure they are included in the life of 

the setting and have formed relationships with teaching staff in the school. Policies 
and procedures are inclusive and shared with parents. The setting provides a 
friendly, informal environment where children and their parents welcome. 
 

Systems to monitor and evaluate practice within the setting are now in place and 
fully involve parents and staff. The setting has clear plans in place to ensure the 
ongoing development of the service. Staff take time to ensure children are 

introduced gradually to the settling to ensure parents and children get to know 
staff, and a key person system has been introduced which encourages children's 
feeling of security. Parents are happy with the service and are pleased that their 

children enjoy their time at the setting and the activities they are involved in.   
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 
Staff are gradually developing their understanding of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage which will help them to develop their routines for planning. This will enable 

them to confidently plan for the six areas of learning, providing children with a 
suitable range of adult-led and child-initiated activities. Interaction between staff 
and children is lovely and staff and children seek support from staff when they 

need to. Staff undertake observations of the children during their play. However, 
the information gained is not currently used to determine the next steps in their 
learning.  

 
Personal, social and emotional development is generally well promoted. Children 
are cared for in key worker groups, however, all staff interact and respond to the 

children's ever changing needs. Children respond well to requests from staff and 
have a clear understanding of the rules of the club. As a result, behaviour is good. 
Children are very courteous to staff and offer help to prepare the activities and 
help set out and put away the resources. Children settle into the activities 

provided, however, sometimes the group has to move to other rooms to 
accommodate the other after school groups, such as a basketball group that also 
use the facilities. This is disruptive for the children and restricts their opportunity to 
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complete any activity they may be involved in.  
 
Children's independence is continually encouraged and they are comfortable in the 
routines in the session. They understand the importance of washing their hands 

before snack, after messy play and after using the bathroom and staff take 
appropriate steps to prevent the spread of infection. Children are made aware of 
potential risks and how to prevent accidents through guidance from the staff.  

 
Children access a variety of appropriate activities that are interesting and provide 
challenge for them. During the inspection children were actively involved in 

developing the club magazine. The older children support the younger members of 
the group and help them to navigate around the school computers to produce their 
own ideas and information to be included.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

3 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

3 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
3 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

3 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 3 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

3 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

3 

The effectiveness of partnerships 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

3 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 3 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
3 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 3 
The extent to which children feel safe 3 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 3 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 3 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 3 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


