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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Description of the childminding 
 

The childminder was registered in 2003. She lives in Thame with her husband and 
three children aged 14, nine and five. Children have use of all rooms on the 
ground floor with sleeping and toileting facilities situated on the first floor. There is 

a fully enclosed garden available for outside play. Access to the provision includes 
steps into the house and a step into the back garden. The family has a cat.  
 
The childminder offers care on a daily basis, before and after school and during 

school holidays. She walks to the local school and several nurseries to take and 
collect children. She is registered to care for a maximum of five children under 
eight at any one time, of whom no more than three may be in the early years age 

range. She is currently minding three children in the early years age range on both 
a full-time and part-time basis. She is registered on the compulsory and voluntary 
parts of the Childcare Register to care for children over five years. She currently 

has two children on roll in this age range.  
 
The childminder is a member of the Thame Childminding Association.  

 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is satisfactory.  

 
Children enjoy their time in this safe, welcoming and friendly environment. They 
make good progress towards some early learning goals; however, the 

childminder's assessment procedures are not rigorous enough to ensure good 
progress across all areas of learning. Positive partnerships with parents support the 
childminder's understanding of children's individual needs. Partnerships with other 
settings which children attend are in place although not yet fully established. 

Safeguarding children procedures are satisfactory although there are some 
weaknesses in documentation and in helping children to learn about healthy 
lifestyles. The childminder has made some improvements since the last inspection 

and reflects on her practice to identify areas for further development. She has a 
positive approach to continuous improvement. 
 

 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 

To meet the specific requirements of the EYFS, the registered person must: 
 

 maintain a record of the risk assessment clearly 

stating when it was carried out, by whom, date of 
review and any action taken following a review or 
incident (Documentation). 

05/07/2011 
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 make effective use of the Early Years Foundation Stage Practice Guidance to 

support procedures for observing and assessing children's progress and 
planning their next steps in learning   

 consider how to encourage children to learn about and choose healthy snacks   

 develop partnerships with other early years settings which children attend by 
sharing relevant information about children's learning and development.    

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 
the early years provision 
 
The childminder has a sound understanding of safeguarding children procedures, 

such as possible symptoms of abuse and how to respond to these. She ensures 
that all household members have appropriate background checks. She does not 
maintain a written record of her risk assessments; this is a breach of regulation, 

although in practice she provides a safe environment and supervises children 
closely.  
 

The childminder makes good use of some resources to support children's learning. 
She spends all her time playing with and talking to children to help develop their 
play and to build close relationships with them. She makes daily use of the outdoor 

environment and regular use of the local community to provide children with 
opportunities for fresh air, exercise and to learn about the world around them.  
 
The childminder adequately promotes equality and diversity. Since the last 

inspection she has purchased a book about different religions and now celebrates 
some festivals to help children learn about people who are different from 
themselves. She supports children in making progress towards the early learning 

goals but assessment procedures do not yet consistently identify gaps in learning. 
Relationships with parents are well established and they are very complimentary 
about the childminder's practice, stating that their children are very happy in her 

care. They receive daily feedback from the childminder about their children's time 
with her and any progress they are making. The childminder is proactive in 
supporting parents with any concerns, such as developing effective and consistent 

behavioural strategies. The childminder communicates on a regular basis with 
other early years settings which children attend although this does not yet extend 
to sharing information about children's learning which has some limitations in 

providing consistent practice. 
 
The childminder is aware that parents and children are happy with her practice but 
also recognises that there are some weaknesses to address. She has made some 

improvements since the last inspection and has a few ideas to further enhance her 
practice.  
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 
Children develop very warm and genuine relationships with the childminder. They 

enjoy spending time with her and benefit greatly from the close attention she pays 
them. As a result they show high levels of confidence, develop a positive approach 
to learning and display good levels of behaviour. 

 
Children are able to make good progress in some areas of learning, particularly in 
their communication skills, as the childminder constantly talks to them about what 

they are doing. This helps them to develop an understanding of the world around 
them, such as the cows in the local cattle market, and of mathematical concepts, 
such as 'big' and 'little'. They develop some skills in using tools and materials as 
they enthusiastically join in with a junk modelling activity. They learn to fit pieces 

together with sticky tape and to make a shaker from yoghurt pots and rice under 
the guidance of the childminder; however, the activity does not particularly 
challenge their creativity or problem-solving skills. They enjoy exploring modelling 

dough, creating pictures in the dough using different tools and talking to the 
childminder about these. They enthusiastically play I-Spy which helps them to 
develop an understanding of sounds and letters.  

 
Children are able to play outdoors on a daily basis which provides regular 
opportunities to engage in physical activities. They are beginning to show an 

understanding of healthy lifestyles although the childminder does not always 
provides nutritious snacks as she offers biscuits and chocolate bars as alternatives 
to fruit. 

 
Children develop a good understanding of how to keep safe through their 
discussions with the childminder. They clearly explain that they have to wait for 
the 'green man' before crossing a road and that they must hold the childminder's 

hand. Their good levels of behaviour contribute towards a safe and secure 
environment. 
 

The childminder plans activities depending on children's interests. She takes into 
account their levels of development and ensures that they are interested in the 
activities on offer. However, her observation and assessment systems are not yet 

rigorous enough to identify gaps in learning or to offer higher levels of challenge to 
enable children to make good progress in all areas. In addition, she is not yet 
making effective use of the Early Years Foundation Stage Practice guidance to 

support this process. 
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

3 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

3 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
3 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

3 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

3 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

3 

The effectiveness of partnerships 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 3 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
3 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 3 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 3 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 3 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Not Met (with 
actions) 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Not Met (with 
actions) 

 
The registered provider does not meet the requirements of the compulsory and or 

voluntary part/s of the Childcare Register.  
 
To comply with the requirements of the compulsory part of the Childcare Register, 

the registered person must take the following action/s by the specified date: 
 

 implement a written statement of the procedures to be 

followed for the protection of children, intended to 
safeguard the children being cared for from abuse or 
neglect (Arrangements for Safeguarding Children) 

(also applies to the voluntary Childcare Register) 

05/07/2011 

 implement a written statement of procedures to be 
followed in relation to complaints which relate to the 

requirements of the Childcare Register and which a 
parent makes in writing or by e-mail (Procedures for 
dealing with complaints).  

05/07/2011 

 
To comply with the requirements of the voluntary part of the Childcare Register, the 
registered person must take the following action/s by the specified date:  

 
 take action as specified under the compulsory part of 

the Childcare Register (Arrangements for Safeguarding 

Children)  

05/07/2011 

 take action as specified under the compulsory part of 
the Childcare Register (Procedures for dealing with 

complaints). 

05/07/2011 

 


