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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects 

to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for 

learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the 

Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and 

training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and 

inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.  

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as 

you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.  
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 

registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

  
Long Wittenham pre-school is a voluntary group managed by a committee of 
parents and carers. It was established in 1970 and operates from the village hall in 

Long Wittenham. The pre-school serves the local community and shares the 
accommodation with other local groups. Children have access to a hall and toilets 
and there is an enclosed outdoor play space. The group are registered to provide 
care for a maximum of 32 children in the early years age group. They are 

registered on the Early Years Register. They operate every weekday during term 
times only, from 9am until 12 noon. An optional lunchtime session until 1pm is 
held each day except Thursdays when the children visit Forest School. There are 

currently a total of 26 children on roll; of these 18 three- and four-year olds are in 
receipt of free funding for nursery education. The group supports children who 
have special educational needs and/or disabilities and those who learn English as 

an additional language. There are four members of staff, all of whom have 
appropriate childcare qualifications. All the staff have completed safeguarding 
children training.  

 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. 

 
Children take part in a balanced range of activities and they are fully engaged and 
interested in what is offered to them. They are progressing well in all areas of 

learning and development, although this is not always clearly documented. Overall, 
there are good partnerships with parents, other professionals and the local school. 
The staff and committee self-evaluate practice, although the process failed to 
identify that a legal requirement has not been met. The staff are committed to 

drive improvement and work well together to provide a friendly environment for 
children to play and learn.  
 

 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To meet the specific requirements of the EYFS, the registered person must: 
 

 ensure that actual hours of attendance for children 

and staff are recorded (Documentation) 

29/06/2011 

 
 

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 develop systems to help continue to meet children's individual needs by the 

use of systematic observations, that identify children's interests and next 
steps to more effectively inform planning   



Inspection Report: Long Wittenham Pre-School, 15/06/2011  

 

 

5 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

 develop links with other early years settings children attend so that 
practitioners are able to regularly share the children's development and 
learning records and any other relevant information  

  promote children's independence further, by allowing them easy access to 
drinking water, for example .    

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 
the early years provision 
 
Clear policies and procedures are implemented by staff to help to safeguard 

children. Staff are clear about the procedures to follow should they have any 
concerns about children in their care. Clear accident, medication and details of any 
pre-existing injuries are recorded and shared with parents. Staff are suitable to 

work with children and demonstrate a high level of commitment to promoting their 
safety. Detailed risk assessments contribute to helping staff keep the environment 
safe.  

  
Resources are good, fit for purpose and support children's learning and 
development well. The environment is conducive to learning, safe and well 

maintained. The staff have a good knowledge of each child's background and 
individual needs. They appropriately and actively promote equality and diversity 
with good support offered to children who are learning English as an additional 
language and those who have special educational needs and/or disabilities.  

  
There are positive relationships with the parents and carers and relationships are 
well-established ensuring each child's needs are met. Regular questionnaires 

ensure parents and carers are asked for their views which help them to feel 
involved with the provision and these are used to inform important decisions about 
the provision. Parents and carers are kept well informed about their children's 

achievement, well-being and development. A notice board has recently been put 
into place to help keep parents informed about relevant information. Verbal 
feedback to parents from their child's key person keeps them informed about their 

own child's day. There is good partnership with other early years settings such as 
the local school; however links with other local nurseries that children attend have 
not yet been sufficiently developed.  

  
The staff and committee have completed the self-evaluation process and have 
taken into account the views of the parents and children. It has clearly identified 
the strengths and weaknesses of the provision. The group have been able to 

identify areas they wish to improve and develop as a result. However, the process 
failed to identify records of staff and children's actual hours of attendance are not 
kept, this is breach of a legal requirement. The staff have taken successful action 

on the recommendations from the last inspection which demonstrates a 
commitment to drive improvement.  
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The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 
Children have good relationships with adults. They play well on their own and are 

motivated and interested in a broad range of activities and take responsibility for 
choosing what they do. Children demonstrate a willingness to keep themselves and 
others safe through their good behaviour. They show that they feel safe and 

secure and have a sense of belonging. The environment in which children are 
cared for is safe and supportive. Children are taught to be safety conscious without 
being fearful. They show a strong understanding of how to keep themselves safe. 

Children know what is expected of them and can demonstrate a clear 
understanding of how to stay safe independently of adult prompts. Good quality 
interaction and well-organised routines help children to be confident, happy 
children and build their self-esteem well. Children take initiative working 

independently as well as collaborating and co-operating with their peers. They 
show a good understanding of diversity engaging in a broad range of activities and 
experiences to help support this. Although, staff know their key children well and 

complete detailed observations and assessments on them, they do not always 
identify children's interests and next steps in the planning of activities.  
  

Children's progress in communicating, literacy and skills relating to information and 
communication technology is developing well. Staff ensure that all children are 
able to access the laptop easily and supervise children appropriately when they use 

it. Children play and work alongside their peers, successfully understanding the 
need to co-operate and resolve situations by themselves. Children play well 
independently becoming active, curious and inquisitive learners. They develop a 

good understanding of the wider world and are well equipped with the skills they 
need in order to secure future learning. For example, children enjoy taking part in 
talking about animals and the sounds they make and where they live. Children 
confidently talk about holidays they have taken and the places they have visited.  

  
Children show good awareness about what constitutes a healthy lifestyle. They 
adopt good personal hygiene routines and understand the importance of healthy 

eating. For example, children understand the importance of washing their hands 
before eating snacks and their lunch with little or no prompting from staff. 
However, children are not able to access drinking water easily during each session. 

Children engage in a wide range of physical activities, both indoors and out. This 
increases their understanding about the importance of regular exercise as part of 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Staff have developed regular visits to Forest School 

for the children due to the limited outside space the have at the setting. Children 
really enjoy these visits and talk about them with great enthusiasm.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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