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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 

registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

Cheeky Monkeys Playgroup is run by a voluntary management committee. It was 
registered in 1992 and operates from a room within Westfield Primary Community 
School, in the Acomb area of the City of York. Children have access to the school's 

facilities and to a secure enclosed outdoor play area. A maximum of 18 children 
aged two to five years may attend the setting at any one time. The setting is open 
Monday to Friday from 9am to 12pm term time only. 
 

There are currently 24 children on roll who are within the early years age range. Of 
these, 15 are in receipt of funding for early education. The setting supports 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. The setting is registered 

on the Early Years Register. 
 
There are three members of staff, including the group leader, who work directly 

with the children. Of these, two hold a qualification at level 3 in early years and 
one holds a qualification at level 2 in early years. The setting is a member of the 
Westfield Childcare Partnership, and the Pre-School Learning Alliance. The setting 

receives support from the local authority. 
 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 

Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 
Children settle quickly and make good progress in this bright, stimulating and 

inclusive environment. They are valued as unique individuals and high priority is 
given to making sure all children receive targeted support. Overall, children enjoy a 
varied and interesting range of activities and resources. Successful engagement 
with parents, carers and other early years professionals ensure children's welfare 

and learning needs are successfully met. All of the required documents to promote 
children's safety are well maintained. Effective systems to evaluate the quality of 
the setting are in place; as a result the setting shows a strong capacity for 

continuous improvement. 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 develop further the organisation of resources in order to make them more 
accessible for all children.   

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 

Robust vetting procedures ensure all staff are checked for their suitability to work 
with children. All staff have attended safeguarding training and clearly understand 
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their responsibilities to keep children safe from harm. Documentation is effectively 
organised and clearly written, including policies and procedures which are shared 
with parents and carers. Risk assessments ensure that the environment is always 
safe, clean and fit for use. Children are made aware of safety procedures and 

regularly practise evacuation of the building in case of an emergency.  
Managers, committee members and staff are enthusiastic and are committed to 
developing the quality of the provision. There are good self-evaluation systems in 

place, which ensure that improvements have a positive impact on the children's 
experiences. The recommendations made at the last inspection have been fully 
implemented. The deployment of staff and use of the available accommodation is 

effective. However, although there is a good range of resources they are not 
always organised effectively in order to make them accessible to all children. All 
staff are qualified and attend regular training to enhance their knowledge and 

skills. The setting is committed to actively promoting equality and diversity by 
ensuring all children's needs are fully met. For example, staff use Makaton 
effectively to support children's communication skills.  

Staff are successful in working in partnership with other agencies to meet the 
needs of all children, particularly those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. Staff share relevant information with other providers of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage and work closely with the school and onsite children's centre. 

Staff engage well with parents and carers and regularly discuss children's ongoing 
progress. Information about the setting is clearly displayed. Children's artwork and 
informative learning journals clearly show parents and carers the quality of care 

and education that is offered. Parents and carers are always warmly welcomed and 
encouraged to continue activities at home to share in their children's progress. 
Parents and carers are proactive in supporting the setting through becoming 

committee members. They are very complementary about the staff and the 
support they give to the children. 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 
Children are cared for in a warm, welcoming and secure indoor and outdoor 

environment. They arrive eager to attend and immediately get involved in an 
activity of their choice.  Staff have a good understanding of how to successfully 
support children's learning and provide a range of activities and experiences to 

engage children. The indoor and outdoor spaces are arranged effectively with 
designated areas to promote all areas of learning. Effective systems for flexible 
planning are in place. Observations and assessments are carried out regularly to 

enable staff to organise activities that the children have requested. For example, 
after reading a story, children make individual caterpillars using grass seed. They 
confidently discuss how to make the caterpillars and what the seed will need to 

grow. As a result children make good progress towards the early learning goals in 
relation to their starting points and abilities. Children's learning journeys are 
regularly updated, well-presented, informative and demonstrate their good 
progress across all areas of learning.  

Staff are positive role models and establish very caring and supportive 
relationships with the children, which enables them to feel safe and secure. 
Children demonstrate good awareness of safety issues, such as the need to hold 
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hands when exiting the premises. Their understanding of the world is developing 
well through ongoing discussions and planned activities. Children are encouraged 
to develop their understanding of recycling and sustainability as they reuse socks 
and boxes to create their various designs in craft activities. Positive praise and 

attention from the staff ensures children behave well and they learn to respect 
each other and the environment. For example, they listen carefully, understand 
adult direction and confidently contribute to discussions throughout the session. 

Staff are skilled in asking open ended questions to promote creative thinking and 
reasoning skills and as a result children's communication skills are developing well. 
In addition children enjoy phonic sessions and reading stories. Children instigate 

their own play and use their imagination well such as, discussing and exchanging 
money in the role play area. They show a good understanding of numbers as they 
count how many children are in a line or the amount of cups on a table. Children 

play alongside children with special educational needs and/or disabilities, which 
significantly enhance the learning experiences for all children and help them to 
value, appreciate and embrace each other's differences. Such skills ensure they are 

well prepared for their future success.   
Children are developing a good understanding of healthy lifestyles. For example, 
they eat a range of nutritious snacks, enjoy independent access to the outdoor 
area and have constant access to drinks. Good hygiene is encouraged as children 

independently wash their hands at appropriate times. During activities children 
learn about keeping themselves and other safe, such as learning to use play 
equipment safely. All children are included in all games and activities and each 

individual is made to feel special and valued.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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