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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the childminding 
 

  
The childminder was registered in 1992. She lives with her husband two adult 
children and two younger children in the London Borough of Harrow. The ground 

floor areas are used for childminding. Children have a fully enclosed garden for 
outdoor play.  
  
The childminder is registered to care for a maximum of six children at any one 

time. There are currently four children in the early years age group on roll.  
The childminder is registered on the Early Years Register and both the compulsory 
and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. She is a member of the National 

Childminding Association.  
 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 

Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 
 Children flourish in this stimulating environment where each child's uniqueness is 

recognised. As a result children feel valued and included. Children make good 
progress in response to the childminder's enthusiasm for learning and the gentle 
way she supports them. Children have access to a range of play resources that are 

safe and challenging. Overall the system of assessment and planning meets the 
children's needs. The childminder effectively evaluates the service she offers. This 
has a positive outcome on children's welfare and development and provides 

continuous improvement in the service she offers.  
 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 

 
  improve the effectiveness of the records of risk assessments for outings for 

instance by including information on who conducted them and date of review   

 improve the process of observations to ensure it feeds into planning systems.   
 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 
 Children are protected and safe in the care of the childminder as required checks 
to determine suitability have been completed. The childminder's clear 

understanding of safeguarding issues and the procedure to follow if concerns arise, 
further protects children's welfare. A written safeguarding policy, which parents are 
made aware of ensures they are clear about the childminder's responsibility to 

protect the children in her care. The childminder carries out regular risk 
assessments in all areas of her home and records her findings. Records indicate 
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the childminder's evacuation procedure is practised regularly with the children, 
helping to ensure safe evacuation of the premises in an emergency. The 
childminder routinely discusses safety with the children, reminding them for 
example, how to sit down to eat food to avoid chocking hazards. When out of the 

home children learn how to cross the road safely and to beware of the speed of 
cars. The childminder has completed risk assessments for outings however, the 
information recorded is limited. All required documentation is in place and policies 

and procedures and are implemented effectively to support the safety and welfare 
of all children.  
  

Children have easy access to an exciting variety of toys and learning resources, 
which capture their interest and motivate them to learn. The childminder organises 
the environment to allow children to explore freely, thereby assisting them to 

become independent learners.  
  
The childminder works closely with parents to provide continuity of care and 

security for the children. This aids the childminder in building up successful 
relationships with the children and their families to ensure she meets their 
individual needs. The parents are invited to complete references, are given the 
policies and procedures, and are made aware of what their children achieve during 

each day. Parents indicate that they are very pleased with the service they receive. 
They particularly comment on how confident they feel about the care provided and 
the exciting activities the childminder arranges for the children. The childminder 

has developed links with other settings who deliver the Early Years Foundation 
Stage. For example, she tries to incorporate activities enjoyed by the children in 
pre-school or nursery into her planning systems so that a continuous learning 

experience is promoted.  
  
The childminder continues to recognise areas for her own professional 

development. These include keeping up to date with training. She demonstrates a 
good aptitude to improve her practice and as a result brings about better 
outcomes for children. For example, she attends training and local forums; in 

addition she works as a mentor to new childminders supporting them to develop 
good childcare practices.  
  
The childminder has a good knowledge and understanding of the learning and 

development requirements of the Early Years Foundations Stage. The childminder 
makes observations of the children. The flexible plans include a balance of adult-
directed and child-led activities and the childminder responds to the interests of 

children. However, the recorded next steps do not always feed in to the planning 
systems. The childminder provides an inclusive learning environment where 
children are treated with respect and kindness. She ensures the learning 

environment is available and accessible to all children, meaning they all have an 
equal chance to learn and develop.  
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The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 
 Children are busy, settled and content in the care of the childminder. They are 

provided with experiences and activities that stimulate and motivate them to learn. 
The childminder has developed an environment where the children feel confident 
and secure. Attractive examples of their creative work are displayed, and children 

are very proud as they talk about the daffodils they have made. This in turn adds 
to their feelings of confidence in themselves and pride in their completed work. 
The childminder knows the children well and has a good understanding of their 

likes, dislikes and capabilities. Interaction between the childminder and the 
children is of a high level, the childminder poses questions that encourage children 
to think for themselves. Further supporting children's understanding of language 
and communication skills, she asks the children for example, what they need to 

stick the fish as they create a picture. Children have access to a range of resources 
and toys that are suitable for their age and stage of development. They have fun 
as they play in the sand and run around the garden. Children laugh as they wash 

their hands, showing the childminder how clean their hands are and how they like 
the smell of soap.  
  

Children are provided with a good range of play opportunities and also confidently 
initiate their own free play. The childminder demonstrates a good knowledge and 
understanding of the Early Years Foundation Stage framework. She plans a range 

of interesting activities and experiences for children which support them to make 
very good progress across different areas of learning. The childminder's daily 
routine is focused around children's interests and abilities; they are encouraged to 

play a role in their learning, offering ideas for activities. Children are made to feel 
very welcome and settle quickly; they respond with delight and enthusiasm to 
activities and events. The childminder gives priority to making sure the children 
feel safe and cared for in the friendly and secure environment. Children are able to 

make choices about their play and exploration. The childminder effectively 
supports children's learning as she sits close to them and follows their interest and 
challenges them within their play.  

  
Children enjoy good opportunities to develop their physical skills; they have regular 
opportunities for fresh air and exercise as they walk in the local community and 

park. The have a super time as they use the large apparatus in the park, such as 
the slide and swings. They enjoy many interesting outings to local hills and the 
canal. Children are given good opportunities to socialise as they visit the children's 

centre, toddler groups and other childminder's homes. Children use their skills of 
imagination as they dress up and study the lights on their watch; they decide they 
need new batteries to make the lap top work. Children are provided with varied 

opportunities to learn about the local and wider world. They for example, enjoy 
creative work at Easter and trying new foods for Chinese New Year. Children have 
access to a range of resources that reflect diversity and different lifestyles. This 
contributes effectively to children's learning and play experiences.  

  
The childminder ensures the children enjoy healthy snacks that include plenty of 
fresh fruit; they are encouraged to make healthy choices about what they eat. 
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Children access drinks as they wish, meaning they do not become thirsty as they 
play. Children are learning how to keep themselves safe; they know how to cross 
the road safely and how to climb safely when in the park.  
  

Children are safe and demonstrate a sense of belonging. They look very 
comfortable with their friends as they play. The childminder gently reminds the 
children to share and to show kindness to each other. Children respond eagerly to 

consistent praise and encouragement and enjoy reassurance from the childminder.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 1 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 1 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


