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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects 

to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for 

learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the 

Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and 

training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and 

inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.  

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as 

you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.  
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Description of the setting 
 

Maidenbower Pre-school is run by a committee. It opened in 1992 and operates 
from the Maidenbower Community Centre, Crawley. A maximum of 32 children 
may attend the pre-school at any one time. It opens Mondays and Tuesdays from 

8.50am to 11.50am and then from 12.20pm to 3.20pm and on Wednesdays, 
Thursday and Friday from 9.00am until 12.00pm term time only. All children have 
access to a secure outdoor play area.  
 

There are currently 76 children aged from two to under five years on roll. The pre-
school is in receipt of early education funding for three and four year olds. Children 
come from the local catchment area. The pre-school currently supports children 

with learning difficulties and/or disabilities. The pre-school employs nine members 
of staff and of these seven hold appropriate early years qualifications and one is 
working towards a qualification. 

 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is outstanding. 

 
Staff are exceptionally caring towards the children and are fully committed to 
ensuring the children are happy and secure in their care. Children are fully 

engaged in a vast range of very well-presented activities and they make excellent 
progress in their learning and development. Staff nurture excellent relationships 
with parents and carers to support children's individual needs and become equal 

partners in each child's care and learning. The staff team are extremely committed 
to the continuous development of the setting and they demonstrate an 
exceptionally strong capacity to maintain continuous improvement to enhance 
positive outcomes for children. 

 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the high quality early years provision the registered person 

should consider: 
 

 maintain a regular two-way flow of information, knowledge and expertise 

with other early years settings that children attend, to help support and 
extend children's learning and development 

 revise the current systems for hand washing to ensure that the possible 

spread of infection is minimised. 
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The effectiveness of leadership and management of 
the early years provision 
 
Children are protected very well because staff have a clear understanding about 

their safeguarding responsibilities towards children and procedures for reporting 
any concerns. Robust recruitment and vetting procedures are in place for ensuring 
adults working with the children are suitable to do so. All visitors to the premises 

are recorded to further safeguard children and the staff team are vigilant in their 
supervision of the children to keep them safe. Children's safety is also promoted 
effectively as daily safety checks and risk assessments are completed with regard 

to the in and outdoor environment to ensure the facilities are safe and potential 
hazards to children are minimised. A fully comprehensive range of documentation, 
records and policies and procedures are used to effectively underpin the setting. 
 

The staffing team have a clear vision and intense focus on the development of the 
pre-school, which in turn provides purposeful improvements contributing to 
positive outcomes for children. The supervisor and staff greatly value the views of 

parents and carers and take these into consideration when identifying areas for 
development. The warm welcoming environment is organised very well. The play 
areas are set up prior to children's arrival to ensure they have free access to many 

resources so that they can independently help themselves. Staff are exceptionally 
well deployed enabling the support and challenge of all children in their play and 
learning. The setting are very pro-active is undertaking training to develop each 

staff member's professional skills.  
The setting demonstrates an excellent commitment to providing an inclusive 
service. All children and families are welcomed, valued and systems are effective in 

supporting integration into the setting for all children, regardless of need. The 
setting fully understands their responsibilities to work with parents and other 
agencies to meet the needs of children with additional needs and those who speak 
English as an additional language. The setting have links with the local schools, 

however, links with other settings that children attend who deliver the Early Years 
Foundation Stage are not fully secure. Partnerships with parents and carers are 
excellent and staff have created a purposeful environment, where all children are 

included. Parents highly praise the setting and its staff, especially for their effective 
lines of communication. They receive comprehensive newsletters and useful 
information is displayed on the parents' notice board. They are actively involved 

with the key worker in supporting their children's learning and development and 
attend sessions to discuss their children's learning journey files.  
 

 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 

Children flourish and thoroughly enjoy their time at the pre-school and 
demonstrate strong relationships with the staff and with each other. This is 
promoted well through the effective organisation of high quality, exciting resources 

that invite children to play together. Staff are caring, considerate and genuinely 
enjoy the children's company. They show interest in children's news and ideas and 
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

offer them lots of praise and encouragement. As a result, children are happy and 
secure at this setting. Children behave well and respond to expectations. They 
interact with each other, play cooperatively, take turns and share resources well. 
The key worker system is very effective and ensures children with special 

educational needs benefit from effective support. This enables children to fully 
develop and progress exceptionally well in relation to their starting points. Staff 
involve themselves in children's play and activities extremely well. They introduce 

skilful questions to extend and support children's knowledge and understanding 
further. 
 

Children play independently becoming active, curious and inquisitive learners. They 
develop an excellent understanding of the wider world as they follow their 
interests, exploring resources, listen to stories and take part in music and dance. 

The children are very well equipped with the skills they need in order to secure 
future learning. A wide selection of books, magazines and photograph sheets are 
readily available for the children to look at for further inspiration. Children are very 

involved at circle time for example as they counting confidently how many adults 
and children there are. Staff use this opportunity to enhance children's 
understanding of positional language as they ask the children who is sitting to the 
left and right hand sides and also opposite. This means children are developing 

strong links with numbers in an everyday activity.  
 
Children thoroughly enjoy being active and the space inside and outside enable 

both boys and girls to use a combination of equipment, tools and activities which 
enhance their strength and mobility. They use ride-on toys and the climbing frame 
which all contribute to develop their skills and confidence. Children have a 

selection of healthy foods for their daily snack and access their water bottles 
throughout the session. They are reminded about the importance of hygiene and 
washing their hands after using the toilet and they use the mobile sink before 

snack time and posters are displayed to provide a gentle reminder. However, after 
undertaking 'messy' activities, children use a communal bowl to wash their hands, 
which does not fully protect children from the possible risk of cross-infection at all 

times. The children learn about safety through discussion and gentle reminders 
and also through taking part in the evacuation procedure at pre-school. Overall, 
children in this highly stimulating and fully inclusive pre-school are prepared 
exceptionally well for their next stage of learning.  

 



Inspection Report: Maidenbower Pre-School, 03/05/2011  

 

 

7 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

1 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

1 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
1 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

1 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 1 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

1 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 1 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

1 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

1 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 1 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
1 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 1 
The extent to which children feel safe 1 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 1 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 1 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


