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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects 

to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for 

learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the 

Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and 

training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and 

inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.  

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as 

you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.  
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the childminding 
 

The childminder registered in 2002. She lives with her school age daughter in 
Thatcham, Berkshire. She is registered on the Early Years Register and both the 
Compulsory and Voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. Minded children have 

access to the whole of the house with toilet and sleeping facilities on the first floor. 
There is a secure enclosed garden for outdoor play.  
 
The childminder is registered to care for a maximum of four children under eight 

years; of these, two may be in the early years age range at any one time. She is 
currently caring for two children on a part time basis, and of these, one is within 
the early years age range. The family have two dogs. 

 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is satisfactory.  

 
 Children are confident and happy whilst in the care of this friendly childminder. 
They make suitable progress in their learning in relation to their capabilities and 

starting points. Most aspects are covered to safeguard children but not all risk 
assessments are in place. A strong partnership with parents is in place, which 
contributes towards children's overall achievements. The system for self-evaluation 

indentifies strengths and some weakness; regardless of this, the childminder 
communicates ambition and drive to secure improvements satisfactorily.  
 

 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 

To meet the specific requirements of the EYFS, the registered person must: 
 

 ensure risk assessments are undertaken on all areas 

used by the children and appropriate action is taken to 
make these areas safe such as ensuring children do 
not have access to unsuitable products which may 

cause them harm if consumed (Safeguarding and 
welfare)  

13/05/2011 

 

 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 continue to develop methods of observational assessments in order to plan to 

meet children's individual learning needs  
 establish systems and documentation to clearly reflect the current practises 

of the setting, whilst ensuring all documentation is organised and up to date   
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The effectiveness of leadership and management of 
the early years provision 
 
 The childminder has a secure understanding of how to safeguard children. She 

demonstrates a sufficient understanding of safeguarding procedures and is fully 
aware of the possible symptoms of abuse and how to record and report concerns. 
This helps to ensure that children are protected whilst in the pre-schools care. Risk 

assessments for outings are in place. However, children's welfare is put at risk to 
some degree whilst they are within the home, as the childminder does not have a 
comprehensive written assessment to cover all areas of the home. This is a breach 

of the requirements. Nevertheless, the childminder does undertake a visual 
assessment of her home before the children arrive, and has suitable training and 
experiences required to maintain children's safety overall.  
  

The childminder provides a welcoming environment. The home offers a good range 
of toys and resources, which supports their learning and development overall. The 
childminder utilises resources well within the daily plans and children have free 

access to them, which supports their interests and learning intentions. Children's 
individual needs are well considered and the childminder is consistently on hand to 
support and encourage the children's learning and play.  

  
The childminder promotes equality and diversity successfully; she provides good 
support to all children in her care. She uses her knowledge well to inform planning 

and to ensure that all children are included and valued. She has a positive attitude 
to including and meeting all the children's needs, especially in relation to English 
being a child's second language.  

  
The childminder has a clear self-evaluation in place and she uses this to review 
and reflect on her current practices, although the organisation of documentation 
has been overlooked, which as a result has meant that some documentation does 

not acutely reflect current practices. Nevertheless, the childminder is dedicated to 
enhancing her practice, and is committed to embedding her ambitions into her 
practise to improve the overall quality of care for the children.  

  
The childminder has developed good quality relationships with parents. She 
involves them in her care and regularly seeks their verbal and written opinions on 

her practise. The parents are well-informed about the service provided, the care 
their children receive and the progress they are making. Suitable methods are in 
place to support working partnership with other settings when the children attend, 

such as preschools and schools, which in turn promotes consistency of care.  
 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 
 Children are confident and relaxed in the care of this childminder. They access 

readily available toys and resources and are keen to explore and add to these to 
aid their games, for example accessing further riders for their horses. Overall, 
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children are making sound progress in their learning and development. They show 
a strong sense of security in the childminder's company, forming good 
relationships with her. They approach her readily for support, comfort and seek 
her guidance when they are unsure how the Egyptian artefacts interlink.  

  
Children enjoy the interesting range and balance of activities and toys provided by 
this childminder. They move around freely, make their own decisions about what 

to do and concentrate well. They are all included in the daily planning and 
confidently choose if they would like to do creative work or continue with their role 
play. Children have a wide range of opportunities to make and do creative work; 

they enjoy making animals out of pipe cleaners and coloured balls. They are 
consistently stimulated with ample opportunities to develop their fine motor skills 
and are offered a wide range of sensory activities to promote their inquisitiveness.  

  
The childminder knows each child's capabilities and is sufficiently confident in her 
knowledge of child development to promote learning and development for all the 

children attending. However, the assessment system is in it infancy, the 
childminder has made a good start to recording and monitoring children's 
development , however, not all areas are covered, which as a result means some 
areas require improvement. Despite this, children experience each of the six areas 

of learning regularly whilst in the childminders care, both inside and out of doors.  
  
Children behave well because the childminder sets clear boundaries that children 

can relate to and understand. They know, for example, that only one child can 
bounce on the trampoline at any one time. The childminder praises them 
appropriately and they respond well to her positive approach. They cooperate 

willingly with their peers, sharing resources appropriately. Children progress well in 
learning about healthy living. They benefit from regular fresh air and exercise. 
They understand the basics of how to keep themselves healthy, for example by 

washing their hands prior to eating.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

3 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

3 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
3 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

3 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

3 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

3 

The effectiveness of partnerships 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 3 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
3 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 3 
The extent to which children feel safe 3 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 3 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 3 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 3 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


