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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

Little Leighs Nursery is one of two private nurseries that make up the The Leighs 
Nursery Group. It opened in 1992 and operates from the main hall in the village 
hall in Great Leighs, between Braintree and Chelmsford. A maximum of 26 children 

may attend the nursery at any one time. The nursery is open each weekday during 
term time only. Opening times are from 08.50am to 11.50am and from 12.00pm to 
15.00pm. Children also have the option to stay all day, attending from 08.50am 
until 15.00pm. 

 
The nursery is registered on the Early Years Register and the Compulsory Childcare 
Register. There are currently 78 children aged from two to five years on roll. 

Children come from the local and wider catchment area. The nursery currently 
supports a small number of children with learning difficulties and/or disabilities.  
 

The nursery employs eight staff of whom seven, including the manager, hold 
appropriate early years qualifications. The nursery receives support from the local 
authority and the Pre-school Learning Alliance. 

 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is outstanding. 

 
The nursery is extremely effective in meeting the needs of all children in the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. Highly skilled and enthusiastic staff support children in 

making very good progress towards the early learning goals. Excellent procedures 
are in place to self-evaluate, in order to achieve high standards of care and 
education and to maintain continuous improvement. Relationships with parents are 
very carefully supported in order to ensure that parents are well informed about 

their child's progress and development on a regular basis. 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the high quality early years provision the registered person 

should consider: 
 

 Continue to use the system of self-evaluation as the basis of on-going 

internal review to support continuous quality improvement. 
 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 
Highly effective procedures are in place in order to safeguard children. These 
range from detailed risk assessments of all areas used by children, to an in-depth 

understanding of child protection issues by all staff. Children's well-being is 
significantly enhanced through effective organisational systems which ensure that 
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all the required documents are in place. These include detailed risk assessments 
and thorough procedures for vetting new staff. Staff are highly attentive to the 
needs of all children and work closely with parents to ensure they are vigilant in 
meeting children's welfare needs. For example, by ensuring that foods children are 

allergic to are not present anywhere on the premises.  
 
An excellent system of self-evaluation supports staff in identifying the nursery's 

strengths and its areas for development. All staff are involved in this process and 
the views of parents are actively sought in order to form an accurate picture of the 
nursery's performance. As a result of this the nursery has achieved improvement in 

the areas identified at their last inspection and continues to make progress in the 
areas they themselves have identified.  
 

Effective deployment of excellent staff ensures that all children have their 
individual needs met and are supported in making very good progress towards the 
early learning goals. Staff are well trained and are supported in achieving higher 

levels of qualification, in order to enhance the skills they bring to the nursery. 
Adults are highly effective in ensuring that all children are fully integrated into the 
nursery. This is based on a very good understanding of each child's background 
and needs, allowing them to ensure all children make very good progress in 

relation to their starting points. 
 
Excellent use is made of the space and resources available. The organisation of the 

environment is conducive to learning in all subjects. It suits the different learning 
styles of different children, who are able to access a wide range of activities 
independently and thrive as a result.  

 
Effective working relationships are developed with parents and carers. This helps 
to ensure that parents receive good quality information about the progress their 

child is making. Excellent links are also established with other professionals. This 
allows staff to use expert advice in order to support individual children. It also 
allows staff to exchange ideas and information with other settings, when children 

also attend other childcare providers. As a result of this children's learning and 
welfare needs can be consistently met. 
 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 

A highly stimulating and welcoming environment reflects the needs of all the 
children attending. Staff support learning and development in a range of effective 
ways. Interactions with children are of an extremely high standard as staff are 

confident, supportive and enthusiastic. This allows them to talk purposefully with 
children to enhance both their learning and enjoyment. On-going, sensitive 
observations and assessments of what children can do allow staff to plan activities 
which are closely tailored to the needs and interests of individual children. Staff 

ensure that children are able to make progress in all areas of learning, through the 
activities which are provided on a daily basis. They also enhance learning through 
specific activities, such as cooking, walks around the local area, opportunities to 
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see and touch small animals and visits from a dance instructor.  
 
Children enjoy learning through a wide range of engaging and stimulating 
activities. This allows them to make very good progress in relation to their starting 

points. The structure of the learning environment allows children to take the lead 
and effectively supports them in becoming active, creative and independent 
learners. Children are able to sustain their interest for an extended period of time 

and are happy both to play alone and with others, depending on their preference.  
 
Children make very good progress in developing skills for the future. Meaningful 

opportunities are provided for them to communicate with purpose and to act out 
real-life situations. For example, children use mathematical language in context as 
they work in the role-play shoe shop. All children have free access to a computer, 

where they develop confidence in using a mouse and improve their listening and 
observation skills through a range of simple educational programs. Children show 
great curiosity and are supported in developing problem-solving and team-work 

skills. For example, as they work together to build a den or find ways to join pieces 
of play dough with sticks and straws, finding out which works best. 
 
Children behave extremely well. They show a very good awareness of others and 

their needs, demonstrated as they help others and wait for their turn without 
intervention from staff. Children show a strong sense of security at the setting and 
with staff. They enjoy a cuddle if they are feeling upset and are happy to approach 

staff for help or a chat about something important to them. Children use a range 
of small and large equipment safely and talk competently about the reasons for 
safety rules, such as not running indoors or not walking around with scissors. 

 
Children show an excellent understanding of the importance of following simple 
personal hygiene routines. They talk about washing away germs so that they do 

not get ill. Children enjoy a wide variety of healthy snacks and have free access to 
fresh drinking water at all times. They talk with staff about the nutrients that 
various foods provide, demonstrating a good, developing understanding of healthy 

eating. Children engage in a wide range of physical activities, both indoors, 
outdoors and in the wider environment, allowing them to develop a very good 
understanding of the benefits of exercise. They enjoy talking about how carrying 
heavy objects helps them to build strong muscles and how running around has 

made them out of breath.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

1 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

1 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
1 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

1 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 1 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

1 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 1 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

1 

The effectiveness of partnerships 1 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

1 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 1 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
1 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 1 
The extent to which children feel safe 1 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 1 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 1 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 1 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


