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Introduction

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the setting

Millbrook Pre-school opened in 1972 and is run by a committee of parents. It
operates from a designated room in Millbrook village hall. . The setting is open
from Monday until Thursday from 9.15am until 1.00pm during term time only. A
maximum of 30 children aged from two years until the end of the early years age
group may attend the setting at any one time.

There are currently 31 children attending who are within the Early Years
Foundation Stage. The setting is in receipt of early education funding for three and
four year old children. Most children live locally and some also attend other early
years settings. The pre-school is registered by Ofsted on the Early Years Register.

There are five members of staff, four of whom hold appropriate early years
qualifications to National Vocational Qualification at level 3 or above.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is satisfactory.

Children make sound progress in their learning and development. Staff have a
suitable awareness of their individual needs. Children feel safe in the setting
although some procedures to promote their safety are not fully in place. Generally
they organise their resources well. Well established partnerships with parents help
to support children in the setting. Partnerships with other providers of the Early
Years Foundation Stage are not fully developed. Staff undertake some evaluation
of their practice helping them identify strengths and areas for future development.
They are keen to improve practice and demonstrate a suitable capacity to improve.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?

To meet the specific requirements of the EYFS, the registered person must:
¢ update the record of risk assessment clearly stating 06/04/2011
when it was carried out, by whom, date of review and
any action taken following a review or incident
(Suitable premises, environment and equipment)

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should:

¢ develop further assessment systems in order to match the observations of
children to the expectations of the learning goals and to identify learning

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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priorities for each child

o develop systems to liase with other providers of the Early Years Foundation
Stage for children to ensure progression and continuity of learning and care

e review the organisation of staff and helpers to ensure all are fully aware of
roles and responsibilities and available to support children effectively
throughout the session

o further develop systems to incorporate parents comments into children's
individual records to ensure they contribute to and are fully involved in their
child's learning on a regular basis.

The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision

Staff demonstrate a sound understanding of safeguarding. Suitable systems are in
place to ensure any adults working with children are suitable to do so and any
unvetted staff are well supervised. The setting has committed an offence by failing
to notify Ofsted of a change to the members of the management committee. This
is a specific legal requirement in the Statutory Framework for the Early Years
Foundation Stage. Ofsted does not intend to prosecute on this occasion. Staff
ensure the premises remain safe and secure on a daily basis, through visual checks
before children arrive. Written risk assessments are in place but are not regularly
updated. This is a breach of a specific legal requirement. Risk assessments are
carried out for outings. Children learn about safety through the daily routines.
They participate in fire drills which increases their awareness of how to react in the
event of a fire. All fire equipment is maintained by the hall committee and the
setting ensures electrical items are safe and fit for purpose.

Children have access to well organised, well presented indoor play space. Staff
ensure children are provided with a good range of age appropriate resources each
session which are rotated to meet children's needs and delivery of the curriculum.
The small staff team generally work well together although clear areas of
responsibility have not been agreed. As a result staff deployment is not always
effective in ensuring children are well supported throughout the session and
documentation not always completed. Staff plan the sessions well ensuring
children have opportunities for physical play and exercise each day. Children
thoroughly enjoy riding around on bikes and demonstrate confidence and control
as they do.

The setting promotes positive partnerships with parents. They are provided with
detailed written information on entry and regular discussions with key workers help
to keep them informed of daily events and routines. Parents can ask to see
children's learning journeys at any time, although these are not always available
on the premises. Initial entry information regarding children's interests and abilities
is not consistently completed for all children. Staff are considering different ways
to involve parents more in their child's learning and development. The setting has
established good links with local primary schools. They are invited up to the setting
to meet children and staff, helping to aid the transition to main stream school.
Partnerships with other providers of the Early Years Foundation Stage are not fully
established to support progression and continuity of care.
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The pre-school has made progress in completing previous inspection
recommendations and has ongoing plans for development of the group. This
contributes to their continuous improvement.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children

Children arrive happily and most settle quickly in the mornings. Parents are
encouraged to stay while young children gain confidence and settle. Children enjoy
playing with the range of toys and resources available for them each day. Staff
divide the room so that they have access to physical play for part of each session.
Children demonstrate strong physical skills as they ride around on bikes,
negotiating obstacles in their way. Older children enjoy taking their friends for a
ride as they sit on the back. Children have formed positive relationships both with
the adults and their friends. They respond well at circle time confidently answering
their name and joining in with songs and rhymes. They learn key social skills as
they sit together at snack and lunch times. Children enjoy visiting the café and
choosing their snack. They become independent as they tidy away when they have
finished and help themselves to drinks when they are thirsty.

Children learn about technology as they confidently use a mouse to navigate
around a computer programme. They learn about textures as they play with wet
and dry sand. Staff ask questions to prompt their thinking such as what will
happen when water is added to the sand. They learn about shape and size as they
complete puzzles or participate in measuring games. Charts on the wall track
children's height and growth. Children enjoy listening to stories in large and small
groups and they have access to a suitable range of books. They use pencils and
crayons to draw and make marks helping to develop pre-writing skills.

Daily sessions are suitably organised and give a good balance between free play
and structured activities. Group times are not always effective in ensuring children
are well supported. For instance in large group story times some children are
restless until other adults sit with them. Staff have begun to complete observation
and assessment records using photographs and samples of children's work,
however these are not regularly updated for all children.

Children develop a good awareness of healthy lifestyles. They go for regular walks
around the lake and visit the new play park in the village. Healthy foods are
provided for snack and they are encouraged to eat well from their packed lunches.
Staff ensure parents are informed of accidents or illness at the setting. Children are
secure and develop a sense of belonging to the setting. They are aware of the
expectations for behaviour and readily help with tidy up time. Children work well
both independently as well as with their peers.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade 1 & Outstanding: this aspect of the provision & of exceptionally high qualty
Grade 2 i Good: this aspect of the provision & strong

Grade 3 ks Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision & sound

Grade 4 i Inadeguate: this aspect of the provision i not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

How well does the setting meet the needs of the 3
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 3
improvement

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 3
Early Years Foundation Stage

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 3
ambition and driving improvement

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 3
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 3
diversity

The effectiveness of safequarding 3
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 3
steps taken to promote improvement

The effectiveness of partnerships 3
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 3
carers

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage

| The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage | 3

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 3
Stage

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning

The extent to which children feel safe

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which children make a positive contribution

WIWININW

The extent to which children develop skills for the future

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk
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