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Introduction

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is
included in Annex B.

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the childminding

The childminder has been registered since 2001. She lives with her husband and
family in a semi-detached house in the Stocking Farm area of Leicester. The whole
of the ground floor of the property is used for childminding purposes along with
the family bathroom and a bedroom used for sleeping on the first floor. There is a
fully enclosed garden available for outside play.

The childminder is registered on the Early Years Register and both parts of the
Childcare Register to care for a maximum of four children under eight years. There
are currently four children on roll, of whom two are in the early years age range.

The childminder regularly attends a local parent and toddler group and she is a
member of the National Childminding Association.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is good.

A well developed understanding of each child's needs ensures that the childminder
successfully promotes their welfare and learning. Children are safe, secure and
benefit from her gentle and sensitive interaction with them. The childminder
promotes an inclusive service, working closely with parents and other providers to
ensure children's individual needs are well-met. Therefore they make good
progress given their age, ability and unique starting points. The childminder is in
the early stages of self-evaluation and through reflection is starting to identify her
strengths and areas for development. She demonstrates a firm commitment to
continually improving her provision leading to better outcomes for all children.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should:

e consider ways to reflect more actively on practice in order to identify focused
and well targeted priorities for improvement and include the views of parents
and children.

o develop observations and assessment systems to ensure they are linked to
the areas of learning and next steps are identified and planned for.

The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision

The childminder is fully aware of her responsibilities to safeguard children. She has
a robust safeguarding policy in place which is clearly understood and is shared
with parents. The childminder is committed to keeping her knowledge in this area
up-to-date through attending regular training. She has a good range of supporting
documents and literature available for information and reference. Children play
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safely as the childminder has ensured that, through comprehensive written risk
assessments and daily checks, all hazards have been identified and minimised
within the home, garden and on any outings undertaken. The childminder regularly
reviews these assessments and adapts and adds to them when needed ensuring
children are safe and protected from harm.

The childminder has built effective working relationships with parents. This is a key
strength of the childminder's provision and they are based on good communication
to ensure parents are kept informed of their child's progress and well-being each
day. The childminder allocates time each day to talk to parents about their
children, share the experiences of their day and discuss upcoming plans and
activities. Effective working partnerships with other providers of the Early Years
Foundation Stage enable the childminder to compliment learning intentions and
support children to make the best possible progress. For example, the childminder
supported the children during the theme of the Gingerbread man by taking them
to the library, obtaining and reading the story and baking gingerbread men which
the children really enjoyed.

The childminder has made a tentative start on developing her systems for self-
evaluation. She has started to implement records of the areas she feels are strong
practice and areas she has identified that she is keen to develop for the future.
She demonstrates a good capacity for further improvement to her childminding
activity and plans to attend further training to support her in this. However, the
current system is not fully effective as it does not take in account the views of the
parents and children. A wide range of good quality resources are available. More
able children make independent choices whilst younger children are well supported
and provided for. The childminder teaches children about diversity, values and
respect, through her positive attitude, the resources she provides and the
celebration of festivals. She offers an inclusive service ensuring all children have
equal access to her time, play opportunities and the learning experiences available.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children

Children demonstrate that they feel safe and secure in the childminder's home.
They are familiar with the daily routines and the childminder ensures that these
are flexible in order to accommodate their individual needs each day. For example,
the childminder takes the children to school and nursery, younger children go to
toddler groups and they enjoy weekly trips to the library. She also ensures that
they have lots of opportunities to enjoy free play and planned activities in her
home. The childminder is observing and assessing the children, recording these in
individual scrapbooks named My story. The childminder uses photographs to
support the observations and to provide parents with an interesting and exciting
record of their children's time in her care. However, the current system for
recording children's development is not fully effective as the childminder is not
linking her observations to the areas of learning or identifying their next steps to
fully promote their ongoing development.

The childminder is skilful at providing experiences which cover all areas of learning.
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Children love to engage in creative activities as they paint, draw and make models.
Younger children use crayons to draw around the childminder's hand with help and
they happily shout and laugh as they see the drawing of their own hands. The
childminder actively promotes children language and literacy development. She
repeats familiar words to younger children and encourages them to name colours,
animals and other objects such as fruit as they play. Children are taken on regular
visits to the local library where they listen to story time and select books to bring
home. The childminder promotes children's knowledge of the world around them.
She provides fun opportunities for them to visit the local farm and zoo, to plant
and grow in the garden and look for insects such as bees, ladybirds, slugs and
worms. Children thoroughly enjoy these activities and photographs show the
delight on their faces, whilst observations record the comments they make.
Children's physical development is promoted each day by the childminder. They go
on walks in the local community, visit parks and places of interest and enjoy songs
and action rhymes in the home.

Children's welfare is effectively promoted. Medicine and accident records are well-
maintained, which safeguards children's health. The childminder holds a current
first aid certificate, which ensures she can respond appropriately if a child becomes
ill or has an accident. Clear hygiene routines are encouraged, with the childminder
providing liquid soap and towels for the children. She is a good role model,
washing her own hands before preparing food and after changing nappies. The
childminder works closely with parents regarding the provision of food and flexible
arrangements are in place. The snacks provided by the childminder promote a
balanced and nutritious diet and she ensures drinks are freely accessible, enabling
children to remain well-hydrated. The childminder helps children to gain a good
awareness of how to keep safe, both in the home and on outings, for example,
through regularly practising emergency escape drills. The childminder is a very
calm and caring person who has a good understanding of managing children's
behaviour according to their age and stage of development. She offers lots of
positive praise enabling children to feel a sense of belonging and confident in a
happy and fun environment.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade 1 & Outstanding: this aspect of the provision & of exceptionally high qualty
Grade 2 i Good: this aspect of the provision & strong

Grade 3 ks Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision & sound

Grade 4 i Inadeguate: this aspect of the provision i not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

How well does the setting meet the needs of the 2
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 2
improvement

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 2
Early Years Foundation Stage

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 2
ambition and driving improvement

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 2
diversity

The effectiveness of safequarding 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 2
steps taken to promote improvement

The effectiveness of partnerships 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 2
carers

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage

| The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage | 2

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 2
Stage

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning

The extent to which children feel safe

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which children make a positive contribution

NININININ

The extent to which children develop skills for the future

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk
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Annex B: the Childcare Register

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:
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