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Introduction

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is
included in Annex B.

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the setting

The playgroup first opened in 1966 and operates from St Oswald Church, on the
Park Farm Estate in the London Borough of Sutton. Children use the main hall and
two other smaller rooms, and have access to a secure enclosed outdoor play area.
The playgroup is open each weekday morning from 8.50am to 11.50pm for four
days per week and on Fridays in the afternoon from 12.30 to 3.30pm during term
time only.

The setting is registered on the Early Years Register and on the voluntary and
compulsory parts of the Childcare Register. Children aged between two and under
eight years may attend and the setting may care for no more than 30 children. The
setting currently has 53 children on roll, and all are in the early years age group.
The setting receives funding for nursery education, and is able to support children
with special educational needs and/or disabilities. The setting is also able to
support children who speak English as an additional language. The playgroup
employs 13 members of staff, and 10 have early years qualifications, with others
completing training.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is good.

The setting has a confident and experienced staff team and, overall, children's
welfare and development is successfully promoted. Staff are highly effective in
their organisation of planning and presentation of activities and the excellent
quality of the teaching and assessment, ensures children make progress with their
learning. The setting maintains good links with other carers, and has close
partnerships with parents. The setting makes consistent use of self evaluation to
promote improvement and is developing the range of outdoor play and learning
opportunities provided.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should:

o develop the range of learning opportunities for chidren in the outdoor play
area

o extend the range of risk assessments to include the outdoor area and all
outings

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision

This long established pre school setting is effectively lead and managed, with a
well organised staff team including many trained day care practitioners. A strong
feature of the setting is the consistently well organised key person system, that
successfully supports individual children and helps them to progress. Staff
consistently encourage and develop the learning of their key group children and
contribute positively to the setting's planning and monitoring of achievement.
Safeguarding is well organised within the setting, and staff follow clear procedures
to ensure children are kept safe and secure. A clearly written range of policies and
guidance material is also provided, including a range of risk assessments.
However, the risk assessments were found not to be fully complete, with
insufficient detail provided for outings and the use of the outdoor area.
The setting provides a well organised learning environment for children, with a
large main indoor play area, and access to two smaller rooms within the church
hall. The presentation of resources and play materials is well organised to
stimulate children's exploration and interests, with a good range of role play and
small world play materials available to encourage child led activities. Art crafts and
creative activities feature strongly within the setting and a wide range of resources
are presented to encourage learning with assembly and connecting play systems.

Children benefit from frequent physical play in the setting's main hall and have
access during the session, to outdoor play at the side of the building. The outdoor
play area that is currently in use is restricted in space, and although secure,
children have limited play opportunities. The setting is in the process of developing
a larger area for outdoor activities, and the development of more learning
opportunities for children outdoors, is an area for improvement.

The setting consistently supports individual children's development. Staff take care
to ensure all children are included and have a high level of one-to-one contact.

Children with special educational needs are consistently well supported, and
trained staff are in place to provide support and individual development
programmes to ensure children successfully engage with the setting. The setting
has a staff member designated to promote inclusion and diversity awareness, and
children are effectively provided with activities to encourage their awareness of
people?s differences. A series of planned festivals throughout the year, also helps
children to understand about other cultures.

Staff are effective in making links with other settings and share information on
children with the teachers at the nearby school. Parents benefit from close and
frequent contact with their children's key persons, and parents have regular
opportunities to review the highly detailed and consistent information that is
recorded on children's learning progress. Staff at the setting make good use of the
home learning book to develop individual children?s interests and key staff gather
information from parents on children?s home experiences. A parents' notices area
is also used to advise parents about the setting's current play themes and learning
projects.

The setting shows confidence in the use of reflective practice, and staff use
consistent methods to assess the effectiveness of the play programme. Staff have
frequent meetings and key staff effectively share information and take time to
evaluate individual children's progress and achievement. The setting has

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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successfully completed the Ofsted self-evaluation document, which has enabled
staff to identify a number of areas for development, particularly the widening of
support and contact with parents and improving children's access to outdoor play
and learning. Since the last inspection the setting has successfully met all the
recommendations made, with significant improvement in the use of observation
and assessment, which is now a strong and highly consistent aspect of the
setting's practice.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children

The setting is highly effective in its presentation of planned learning, and overall
the quality of the support provided for children's enjoying and achieving is
outstanding. The main organisation of planning relies on the setting's highly
successful and well maintained key person system and overall high quality of
staff's individual skills. For example, each key person is responsible for having
individual planning in place for all of their key group children.

Staff have a good level of training, and show excellent confidence with teaching
and promoting children's achievement. Staff are able to easily describe what areas
of learning are being explored during focused activities. For example, during a
paint pattern making activity, staff develop children?s awareness of colours and
make links to what they see around them. Staff are able to confidently
demonstrate how they extend children's learning and make use of questions to
develop children's creative thinking. For example, during an art craft activity
making paper flowers, staff help children to explore shapes and size; and
encourage their manipulative skills and use of tools.

The setting effectively uses key person working to manage the observation and
assessment of children's progress. Staff make good use of information from home
to establish children?s starting points. Staff work in a highly organised and
consistent way to provide detailed observations, with periodic written assessments,
that are well linked to the six areas of learning and children's learning stages. The
setting makes excellent use of photographs within the children's development
records, and a clear visual guide is also provided, so parents can easy follow their
children's achievements. Throughout the play programme, key staff show the
effectiveness of their assessment system, and provide an outstanding level of
continuous input, to monitor and record children's progress.

Staff take care to ensure children are made welcome and feel safe within the
setting and key staff work closely with parents, to help new children settle within
the provision. Staff follow clear procedures to maintain safety and security and
daily checks are made of the resources and play environment. Staff successfully
promote children's healthy development and children enjoy healthy snacks and
learn about different foods. Frequent opportunities are provided to promote
children's physical and active play, and children benefit from a range of physical
challenges with climbing, balance and music and movement sessions. A range of
outdoor activities are provided, including push rides and sand play; where children
learn to fill and pour from containers. Children are also encouraged to be
observant outdoors, which supports their knowledge and understanding of the
wider world. They learn about the weather, and the seasons and talk with staff
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about the shapes and colours of trees and clouds.

Close support is provided to encourage and maintain the children's good
behaviour, and staff are effective in helping children to make a positive
contribution to the play sessions. Group learning activities, successfully foster
children's personal and social learning. For example, at set times during the
morning, small groups of children in the rising fives age group take part in a
planned learning activity, such as a challenging memory game. This helps them
learn to take turns and be able to sit and listen to guidance from staff. Children are
able to learn about feelings and explore emotions, though the use of stories, and
children and staff together enjoy reading and learning with books. Children learn
to be considerate and aware of others and are successfully guided to work
together during child led activities, with the play kitchen and roadway sets.

The promotion of children's future learning skills is highly successful and a direct
result of the setting's consistent activity planning and high quality interactions with
staff. The setting makes effective use of learning themes, and at inspection it was
'colours of the rainbow'. Weekly play themes are also introduced and these prove
to be highly effective in helping children to extend their learning and awareness,
by looking for the colour yellow within the play environment, for example. A good
range of activities are included to support children's creative learning, and well
organised art and craft projects are provided, and children also have excellent
opportunities to explore problem solving, and learn about shapes and numbers;
with puzzles, assembly tasks and memory games. Staff are consistent in their
encouragement of children's speech, and children are successfully helped to
communicate their ideas and wishes. Opportunities for mark making and
recognising letters and words are also well included, and staff take care to
promote these important learning elements effectively during both planned and
child initiated activities.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade 1 & Outstanding: this aspect of the provision & of exceptionally high qualty
Grade 2 i Good: this aspect of the provision & strong

Grade 3 ks Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision & sound

Grade 4 & Inadequate: this aspect of the provision & not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

How well does the setting meet the needs of the 2
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 2
improvement

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 2
Early Years Foundation Stage

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 2
ambition and driving improvement

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 2
diversity

The effectiveness of safequarding 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 2
steps taken to promote improvement

The effectiveness of partnerships 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 2
carers

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage

| The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage | 2

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 2
Stage

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning

The extent to which children feel safe

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which children make a positive contribution

HINININ|—

The extent to which children develop skills for the future

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex B: the Childcare Register

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006



