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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 

registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

North Drive Pre-school is run by an voluntary parent led committee. The preschool 
is situated in the village of Grove on the outskirts of Wantage. It opened in 1969 
and operates from its own premises within the grounds of Grove Primary School. 

The preschool benefits from an enclosed outdoor area. The preschool is registered 
on the Early Years Register and a maximum of 21 children may attend the setting 
at any one time. The pre-school is open during term-time only Monday to Friday 
8.30am to 11.30am and Monday to Thursday 12.30pm to 3.00pm. There is a 

parent and toddler group held on the premises on Fridays from 1.00pm to 3.00pm. 
 
There are currently a total of 42 children on roll in the early years age range. 

Children come from the local and surrounding area. The preschool is able to 
support children with learning difficulties and/or disabilities and also children who 
speak English as an additional language.  

 
The pre-school employs four members of staff, who all hold appropriate early 
years qualifications. 

 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. 

 
Children benefit from stimulating interaction with staff that promotes their learning 
effectively. Children are overall, fully encouraged to develop positive attitudes to 

learning and behaviour expectations. The preschool is active in developing and 
improving its service. Thorough policies and procedures very securely contribute to 
children's good health, wellbeing and safety. Good information is available to 
parents and partnerships are mostly very effective.  

 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 

 
 encourage parents to contribute to their child?s learning and development 

record more fully  

 review group activities to support children's listening skills further ensuring 
children develop understanding of the importance of listening when others 
are speaking.    

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 

Clear and thorough policies and procedures safeguard children's welfare. Staff 
demonstrate a very secure understanding of their responsibilities to children. They 
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know what steps to take in the event of concerns arising about children's welfare. 
Comprehensive risk assessments cover all areas of the premises and equipment. In 
addition, sound daily checks promote children's safety very well. All members of 
staff hold current first aid certificates. As a result, the preschool effectively 

safeguards children's welfare.  
 
Regular meetings ensure there is good communication between staff and with the 

committee. The preschool identifies effective improvements and targets these well, 
for example, through training and action plans. They use information positively, 
such as, advice and support from the local authority. Self-evaluation is good and 

the preschool maintains continuous improvement well. The staff, committee, 
parents and children all contribute to the evaluation, such as, through meetings 
and questionnaires. The preschool actively seeks children's ideas. They provide 

good opportunities for children to relate their suggestions, for example, through 
activities and discussions, such as, when selecting new resources.  
 

The preschool has a very good range of resources that they continually review, 
purchasing new items with care and consideration. Low level storage with well 
labelled boxes enables children to self select their chosen play resources. 
Resources meet the needs of children, for example, left and right handed scissors 

meet children's hand preferences.  
 
The preschool promotes effective inclusive practice. On display are words, 

numbers and greetings in other languages. Staff also learn and use other 
languages during the daily routines, such as, at registration when they greet the 
children. Children who speak English as an additional language receive excellent 

support. The preschool enables children to participate very well, such as, using 
visual timetables, photo cards and individual plans. The services of a linguist are 
well utilised. As a result, this successfully promotes children's outcomes. 

 
Parents have access to good information including a website, notice boards and 
newsletters. Home topic sheets provide information to enable parents to support 

their children's learning at home in relation to themes at the preschool. Parents 
have regular access to their children's records of progress, although are not always 
fully encouraged to contribute to it. The preschool builds firm partnerships with 
others. This ensures very sound continuity and consistency in meeting children's 

learning and welfare needs.  
 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 

Children settle well at the preschool. The older and more established children 
demonstrate they feel safe and secure at the preschool. Children are confident and 
approach adults to chat and ask questions. Staff develop a good understanding of 
new children's needs and how they can support them in settling-in at the 

preschool. New children receive good care and support tailored to their individual 
needs, such as, cuddles and reassurance. The welcoming environment provides a 
strong sense of belonging with named pictures on display, along with named pegs 
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and drawers, and the self-registration system.  
 
Good discussions and clear behaviour expectations encourage children to develop 
respect, caring attitudes and an awareness of safety, for example, children help 

each other at snack time and pour each other drinks. Children take care of the 
environment well. They tidy up enthusiastically and after snack take their plates 
and cups to the kitchen area. As a result, they make a positive contribution. Staff 

frequently praise and encourage children. This results in children developing very 
good levels of self-esteem and confidence. 
 

Children benefit from a good variety of experiences and resources to promote and 
underpin their progress well. Daily routines actively promote children's learning, 
such as counting and writing the number of children present at registration time. 

Children overall, concentrate and listen well and are active learners, enjoying the 
full range of activities and resources. Staff track children's progress securely and 
make regular observations. Weekly staff meetings enable observations to feed into 

the short term planning to meet children's individual needs. The preschool 
regularly arranges extra sessions to extend children's learning and development, 
for example, French lessons, music sessions and PE.  
 

Children adopt a healthy lifestyle. They begin to develop understanding of their 
own care needs, such as, accessing tissues independently. Toilet and hand 
washing photo sequence supports children in caring for themselves, for example, 

flushing the toilet and washing their hands. Children make good use of the outdoor 
area, benefiting from fresh air and physical activity. They grow their own 
vegetables and herbs that they eat as a snack or take home to share. This extends 

children's understanding of where their food comes from and of healthy options.  
 
Children develop good independent skills. They help prepare snack time and pour 

their own drinks. They develop strong skills for the future, for example, learning to 
put their own coats on, write their names and benefit from using modern 
technology. Good procedures are in place to support smooth and seamless 

transitions, such as, the very good partnership with the foundation stage class. 
 



Inspection Report: North Drive Pre-School, 28/09/2010  

 

 

7 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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