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ABOUT THE INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public that
the nursery education for funded three and four year old children is of an acceptable
quality. Inspection of nursery education also identifies strengths and weaknesses so
that providers can improve the quality of educational provision and help children to
achieve the early learning goals (elgs) by the end of the Foundation Stage. This
inspection report must be made available to all parents.

If the setting has been inspected previously, an action plan will have been drawn up
to tackle issues identified. This inspection, therefore, must also assess what progress
has been made in the implementation of this plan.

Information about the setting
Acorn Montessori School first opened in 1994. It operates from the Gerrards Cross
Youth Centre. The school have sole use of a large classroom, smaller classroom,
office and cloakroom facilities. They also have timetabled access to a hall. The
school is situated close to the town centre of Gerrards Cross and serves families
from the local surrounding area.

There are currently 58 children on roll. This includes 30 funded 3-years-olds and 9
funded 4-year-olds. Children attend for a variety of sessions. The setting supports
children with special educational needs and English as an additional language.

The group opens 5 days a week during school term times. Sessions run from 09.30
until 15.30. Morning, afternoon and all day sessions are offered to parents.

There are currently 11 staff members employed to work directly with the children.
The group has a Montessori ethos and 5 staff members hold a Montessori
qualification, with further staff holding early years qualifications to NVQ level 3 and
teaching qualifications. There are currently two staff members working towards a
Montessori qualification.
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INSPECTION OF THE NURSERY EDUCATION PROVISION FOR FUNDED THREE
AND FOUR YEAR OLDS.

How effective is the nursery education?
Acorn Montessori School offers acceptable provision of a high quality and children
are making very good progress towards the early learning goals. Children are able to
self select the toys and resources they wish to use from an excellent range; they are
making very good progress in all areas of learning.

Teaching is very good. Staff have a thorough knowledge of the Foundation Stage
and use this to plan a wide and interesting selection of activities; children engage in
the activities offered with enthusiasm. A key worker system is in place and records
have been developed to reflect the six areas of learning. They are not always dated
to record children's progression through the stepping stones. Staff reinforce
children's learning through good consolidation skills, for example questioning. The
available space and resources are mostly used effectively. Staff reinforce positive
behaviour within the daily routines; children are well behaved and show co-operation
with each other. Children with special educational needs are offered a high level of
support.

Leadership and management is very good. The management are committed to
building good relationships with all staff. Individual strengths and weaknesses are
identified through the annual appraisal system and training needs are identified.
Formal staff meetings are held to discuss planning and individual children's
progress. Informal discussions take place daily, staff are aware of their roles and
responsibilities within the setting.

Partnership with parents is very good. Parents receive information regarding the
school at the initial visit and through the prospectus. They are informed about the
current themes and activities and encouraged to assist their child in selecting articles
from home relevant to the current theme. More able children take work home to
share with parents. Parents are invited to meet with the key worker to discuss
children's progress. No formal records are held regarding these meetings.

What is being done well?

• Children work independently and are able to self select the toys and
resources they wish to use within the nursery day. They show good
concentration skills and most are able to sit quietly and listen at large group
times.

• Children are very confident in their writing skills; they have experience
making books using their own writing and illustrations. Many children are able
to recognise letters and sounds and more able children have been introduced
to early reading schemes.

• Children experience a good range of interesting and stimulating experiences
to learn through first hand experiences and aid them in using their senses, for
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example, making pancakes and planting beans.

• Staff show good consolidation techniques through repetition, questioning and
re-visiting topics to enhance and reinforce children's learning. They show
consistent interest in the children and offer a high level of support.

What needs to be improved?

• physical activities, for children to further develop their gross motor and large
scale movements, for example opportunities to climb over, under and through

• developmental records, to record and date children's progression through the
stepping stones and introduction of a formal method to ensure that records
are shared with all parents of children attending the setting.

What has improved since the last inspection?
The nursery has made generally good progress since the last inspection. Staff have
a secure knowledge of the Foundation Stage and several staff have attended
training to extend this knowledge. Regular staff meetings are held and these are
used to develop planning which links to the six areas of learning.

Children's developmental records have been extended to take into account the six
areas of learning. These are used alongside the Montessori records to monitor
children's progress within the setting, but staff do not always date these records
when they complete them. Samples of children's work are kept and records are
stored in a locked filing cabinet within the office.

All staff are now included within the planning process and are clear about their roles
and responsibilities within the setting. Planning is now linked to the six areas of
learning and evaluation takes place and is recorded through the children's
developmental records.
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SUMMARY OF JUDGEMENTS

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Judgement: Very Good
Children are confident and settled, they relate well to each other, familiar adults and
visitors to the setting. Staff reinforce positive behaviour within the daily routine and
children are well behaved and share the available toys and resources. Children are
very independent and confidently select the toys and resources they wish to use.
They participate with enthusiasm in the good range of activities offered, for example,
making and sampling pancakes and planting seeds.

COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGE AND LITERACY
Judgement: Very Good
Children extend their vocabulary with enthusiasm and enjoy exploring new words.
They are confident and engage in conversation easily with each other and adults;
staff extend children's vocabulary throughout the nursery day. Children enjoy books
and stories. They are offered many opportunities to practise their emergent writing,
and most are confident in their writing skills. Most children are able to recognise
letters and sounds and many have been introduced to early reading schemes.

MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT
Judgement: Very Good
Children count confidently up to and beyond ten; most children are able to recognise
numerals from nought to nine. Excellent one to one activities are offered to extend
children's knowledge of matching and comparing. Children use language to describe
shape, position and size within their everyday vocabulary. Staff provide the children
with a good range of activities to develop their confidence in comparing groups of
numbers using addition and subtraction.

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD
Judgement: Very Good
Children access a good range of activities to learn from first hand experiences and
aid them in using their senses. They use construction toys, dough and recycled
materials and are confident in their design and making skills. Staff make effective
use of circle times to draw children's attention to how things work, the environment
and different cultures. Children talk with confidence about events that have
happened in their personal lives. Technology is evident throughout the daily
routines.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Judgement: Very Good
Children are competent in their independence skills and show a good awareness of
personal hygiene. Children are confident and capable in their manipulative and small
muscle skills through the free access to a good range of tools and resources, for
example pens, scissors, brushes, tongs. Children show good co-ordination and
spatial awareness for example the music session and outdoor play; further
opportunities for children to develop their gross motor skills are missed.

CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT
Judgement: Very Good
Children receive good opportunities to explore rhythm and sound through regular
well planned and lively music sessions; they enjoy singing both new and familiar
rhymes and songs. Children respond to new experiences with enthusiasm and are
confident in communicating their thoughts and feelings in both small and large group
situations. They are able to express themselves freely through role play and use of
art materials, for example, the soft toy shop.

Children's spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development is fostered
appropriately.
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OUTCOME OF THE INSPECTION
The provision is acceptable and is of high quality. Children are making very good
progress towards the early learning goals. The next inspection will take place in
three to four years time.

WHAT THE SETTING NEEDS TO DO NEXT
There are no significant weaknesses to report, but considerations should be given to
improving the following:

• There are no significant weaknesses to report but consideration should be
given to the following two areas.

• plan opportunities for children to further develop their gross motor and large
scale movement skills through activities that encourage them to climb over,
under and through

• introduce a formal method of sharing and recording how developmental
records are shared with all parents of children attending the setting and date
records to ensure that children's progress is accurately recorded and
monitored.

The provider must draw up an action plan within 40 working days of receipt of this
report showing how the key issues detailed above will be addressed. The action plan
must be made available to all parents and to the Local Authority if required. An
evaluation of the action taken will form part of the next inspection of funded nursery
education.
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