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ABOUT THE INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public of the
quality and standard of day care. When making judgements, inspectors have regard
to how well the provider meets the National Standards for under Eights Day Care and
Childminding. A list of these is attached. The report identifies strengths and areas for
improvement.

This inspection report must be made available to all parents.

Information about the setting
Strode College Day Nursery is situated on the campus of Strode College, in Street
Somerset. It has been operating since 1994 providing day care for 16 children from
the age of two to five years. The nursery is situated in its own premise and the
children have access to an enclosed outside area and also use the college gym for
physical development. The majority of children attending the nursery are of parents
who are employed by or are studying at the college, however there are places for
children from the local community.

The nursery operates from 08.45 until 17.00 Monday to Friday for 36 weeks of the
year. There are currently 35 children on roll of which 23 are funded three and four
year olds. At present there are no funded four year olds attending. All children speak
English as their first language, and no children have been identified as having
special educational needs. There are two full time members of staff who work
regularly with the children, both have an early years qualification. There is also a
further two members of staff who cover for sickness and lunches. The setting
receive support from the EYDCP.

How good is the Day Care?
Strode College Day nursery provides good quality full day care for children.

The staff make excellent use of the environment, and provide an interesting range of
activities. There is a well organised programme of the day. The children have an
outside area to play in as well as visits to the college gym twice a week for a PE
lesson and they partake in walks around the college campus. The staff are very
good at making the children and parents feel welcome. The room has children's
work on display which includes bright pictures and posters. The staff appear happy
and this contributes to the lovely environment. Documentation, including planning
and assessment is well organised and mostly in place. However, some policies and
procedures lack necessary detail.

Staff are very safety conscious and ensure good supervision of the children, this
includes safe transportation around the college campus and to the gym. Hygiene is
promoted very well with the children, they are encouraged to wash their hands and
surfaces are kept clean. The provision includes cooked meals for the children, with a
varied menu which gives consideration to children with special dietary needs or
allergies. The staff have a good understanding of equal opportunities, all the children
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are included and each child is valued as an individual.

The activities offered are varied and interesting to the children. They are fully
involved and there is a high level of interaction between them and staff, and they
interact well as a group. Good behaviour is re-enforced with praise and
encouragement, and the staff act as good role models talking quietly and reminding
children to say please and thank you when they forget.

There is an effective partnership with parents, information is regularly exchanged
relating to their child's progress. The college prides itself on monitoring and
improving the provision through giving thorough questionnaires to the parents for
their comments.

What has improved since the last inspection?
No actions were set at the previous inspection.

What is being done well?

• Staff interact well with the children, asking them questions to make them
think. They respond warmly to the children giving lots of praise and
encouragement, making the children feel valued and confident.

• There is a varied range of toys and activities on offer which the children
enjoy. The nursery is well resourced to support the children and help them
make progress in all areas of development and learning.

• Safety is well emphasised throughout the nursery and the staff are very
safety conscious. Risk assessments are carried out regularly and the
premises are monitored carefully to ensure the children remain safe at all
times.

• The staff promote equal opportunities in all aspects of the nursery. The
children are valued as individuals and staff ensure each child's needs are met
effectively.

What needs to be improved?

• organisation, to devise and implement a procedure for lost children

• partnership with parents, ensure the complaints procedure includes details of
Ofsted

• health, to increase knowledge of reporting notifiable diseases to Ofsted.

Outcome of the inspection
Good
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CONDITIONS OF REGISTRATION
All registered persons must comply with all conditions of registration included on
his/her certificate of registration.

As a result of this inspection conditions of registration have been imposed / varied /
removed and a new certificate of registration will be issued.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE NEXT?

The Registered Person should have regard to the following recommendations
by the time of the next inspection
Std Recommendation
12 ensure the complaints procedure inlcudes details of Ofsted as the

regulatory body and how they can be contacted
2 devise and implement a procedure for lost children
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