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ABOUT THE INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public that
the nursery education for funded three and four year old children is of an acceptable
quality. Inspection of nursery education also identifies strengths and weaknesses so
that providers can improve the quality of educational provision and help children to
achieve the early learning goals (elgs) by the end of the Foundation Stage. This
inspection report must be made available to all parents.

If the setting has been inspected previously, an action plan will have been drawn up
to tackle issues identified. This inspection, therefore, must also assess what progress
has been made in the implementation of this plan.

Information about the setting

The Whimple Pre-school Playgroup is managed by a voluntary committee of
parents. It operates from a hall located next to the primary school in the village of
Whimple near Exeter in Devon. The pre school has access to a large playroom,
toilets and enclosed garden area. It is currently registered for a maximum of 18
children aged three to five years. There are currently 31 children on roll of these 20
are funded three-year-olds and nine are funded four-year-olds. There are no children
with special educational needs or whom English is an additional language attending
at present.

The pre-school opens during school term times Monday to Friday mornings from
09:00 to 12:00 and on Monday and Friday afternoons from12:30 to 15:30 . On
Tuesday a lunch club is provided from 12:00 to 13:00.

There are six staff employed to work with the children and three staff members are
on duty at each session. Of these one member of staff is a qualified teacher with
BEd certificate, another has an NNEB qualification equivalent to NVQ 3 in childcare
and education and another member working towards level 3. The pre-school has
access to the local Early Years Development and Childcare Partnership.
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INSPECTION OF THE NURSERY EDUCATION PROVISION FOR FUNDED THREE
AND FOUR YEAR OLDS.

How effective is the nursery education?

Whimple Pre school Playgroup is providing effective nursery education and children
are making overall generally good progress towards the early learning goals.
Provision for personal, social and emotional development and knowledge and
understanding of the world is given high priority and children are making very good
progress. In communication, language and literacy, mathematics, physical
development and creative development children are making generally good
progress. However, encouraging children's understanding of adding and taking away
through practical problems and opportunities for children to use their imagination in
role play activities are not regularly provided.

The quality of teaching is generally good. Staff know the children well and provide
some interesting and appropriate activities to support their learning. The outdoor
space is used well to promote children's physical skills and understanding of the
natural world. Planning is being developed and children's observations are recorded.
However, plans are not effective in ensuring all aspects of the six areas of learning
receive adequate, regular attention, and do not include staff deployment, resources
and learning intentions. Children are not assessed against the stepping stones and
early learning goals to show their progress.

Leadership and management are generally good. There is a supportive committee
and clear roles and responsibilities. There is good practice of monitoring and
evaluating the provision through regular meetings and staff appraisals. However,
identified areas for improvement such as staff development and training and
planning have not yet been addressed.

The partnership with parents and carers is very good. Parents are well informed
about the setting and of their children’'s development. They regularly help at sessions
which extends their understanding of how children learn.

What is being done well?

¢ Children are confident and independent and are able to choose their own
activities.

e Interesting and stimulating activities for exploration and investigation both
indoors and outdoors are developing children's knowledge and understanding
of the world.

o Staff know the children well and have appropriate expectations.

¢ Staff and parents have an effective partnership which encourages sharing
information and their children's development.
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What needs to be improved?

o the use of more role play activities to promote imaginative play

o the inclusion of more opportunities for children to have an understanding of
adding and taking away in practical problems

« the planning to ensure that all aspects of the six areas of learning receive

sufficient attention and staff deployment, resources and learning objectives
are included

¢ the assessments of children to record progress against the stepping stones.

What has improved since the last inspection?

Improvement since the last inspection is generally good. There has been a change
of staff since the last inspection and no evidence is available of an action plan.
However, staff are developing a planning and assessment system across the six

areas of learning but this does not ensure all aspects of the six areas receive regular
sufficient attention.
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SUMMARY OF JUDGEMENTS

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Judgement: Very Good

Children are developing confidence and independence and are motivated to learn
and to choose their own activities. They play well individually and in small and large
groups. They are developing good concentration skills and frequently persevere to
complete activities such as colouring and using recycled materials to make boats.
Children behave well and are familiar with daily routines.

COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

Judgement: Generally Good

Children's listening and speaking skills are developing well, they are able to share
their experiences and interact well with adults and children. Children are beginning
to recognise their own name, they are also becoming familiar with the letters of the
alphabet and linking sounds to them. Children have opportunities to develop their
writing skills with a variety of writing resources always available.

MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT

Judgement: Generally Good

Children are learning how to use numbers and count in every day situations.
However, children have limited opportunities to develop an understanding of adding
and taking away in practical problems. They are becoming familiar with shape, size
and quantity in activities such as construction, sand, cooking, playdough and board
games. Children use appropriate mathematical language to describe and compare
everyday objects and in their bug activity.

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD

Judgement: Very Good

Children have good awareness of people around them and their own lives as well as
learning about people from different cultures and religions. They have good
opportunities to explore and investigate through interesting and stimulating activities
both indoors and outdoors in their well organised garden. Children enjoy building,
designing and constructing with a variety of materials.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Judgement: Generally Good

Children show they are learning to move confidently and imaginatively in action
rhymes, dancing and in their outdoor play. They have awareness of space and
others when using wheeled toys and moving around the available space indoors.
Children use a wide range of resources such as construction kits, scissors, art and
craft materials, playdough, and sewing cards to develop coordination and muscle
control.
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CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT

Judgement: Generally Good

Children are able to be imaginative and to express their own ideas in dressing up,
construction and art. However, role play activities to encourage imagination are
limited. Children's art displays show they explore, colour, texture and natural
materials to be creative, They demonstrate making models in two and three
dimensions using recycled materials. Children's access to exploring sound and using
musical instruments is limited but children respond well to and enjoy singing and
dancing.

Children's spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development is fostered
appropriately.
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OUTCOME OF THE INSPECTION

The provision is acceptable and is of good quality overall. Children are making
generally good progress towards the early learning goals. The next inspection will
take place in three to four years time.

WHAT THE SETTING NEEDS TO DO NEXT: THE KEY ISSUES

¢ ensure that the plans cover all the aspects of the six areas of learning and
that they receive sufficient regular attention and that staff deployment,
resources and learning intentions are also included

e improve children's assessments, relating progress to the stepping stones.

The provider must draw up an action plan within 40 working days of receipt of this
report showing how the key issues detailed above will be addressed. The action plan
must be made available to all parents and to the Local Authority if required. An
evaluation of the action taken will form part of the next inspection of funded nursery
education.
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